September 24, 2025

Dear JFK High School Families:

Here at JFK we are so excited to begin a new school year, and we hope the first few weeks
have been a positive start for your children.

This year at JFK High School, we are thrilled to welcome several new staff members to our
team. To help you get to know them, we’ve created our “New Staff Newsletter,” where each new
staff member shares a bit about their background and their role here at JFK.

Looking ahead, | invite you to join us at our High School Open House, a sporting event, or a
community gathering such as a play or musical. These events are wonderful opportunities to
meet our new staff in person and help us welcome them to the JFK team.

Thank you for taking the time to read this update. As always, please don’t hesitate to reach out
to me—or to any of our new staff members—directly.

Go Bears!
Sincerely,

Robent M. Fullian, Jo.

Robert N. Julian, Jr.
Principal



Hello JFK! | am overjoyed to be joining the Cheektowaga
Sloan School District and cannot wait to meet all of the students
and families. | come to you from Tapestry Charter Middle
School, where | spent the past four years teaching 7th and 8th
grade. | have lived in Buffalo for the past 13 years and
graduated from Buffalo State College with my teaching degree.
I am currently finishing up my Master's at the University at
Buffalo. | am beyond excited to make the transition to High
School and cannot wait to have an amazing school year!

Michael Capestrani
Math Teacher

Hello JFK families! | am so excited to be continuing my career in the
CSUFSD for my 24th year! It has been a true privilege to have taught our
district’s young artists, starting at the elementary level for a few years, at the
middle school level for 18 years, and now joining the high school team. | will
be instructing Creative Crafts, Drawing and Painting, and Portfolio
Development (as well as the advanced sections of those electives). | am
originally from the Finger Lakes region, but have been proud to call the
Buffalo area my home for the past 26 years. It is an area rich in art, music,
and culture. | am a graduate of Buffalo State College. When I’'m not
teaching, | am spending time with my family, hiking, or traveling. I’'m looking
forward to spending time teaching the students | already know, and building
positive relationships with the ones | don’t. It’s going to be a fun and
creative year!

All the best,
Carleen Dixon
Art teacher

Hello, JFK Community! | am so excited to be continuing my teaching
career at JFK High School! | have 12 years of previous teaching
experience from 2 other districts in Western New York. | look forward to
growing the Spanish department and getting involved in other school
events to meet the community. Here’s to an amazing year at JFK!

Sincerely,

Kristen Ganci

Spanish Teacher




Hi JFK families! | am very excited to be a part of the JFK
High School Community as a special education teacher! This is my
7th year in education. Prior to JFK, | worked three years at the high
school level and three years at the middle school level. | have
grown up in Buffalo and completed both my Bachelor's and Master's
degrees at Buffalo State College. | am looking forward to this
school year as well as getting to work with the students and their
families!

Sincerely,
Alyssa Klaffka
Special Education Teacher

Hello JFK! It's such an honor to join the community as a new

/i =l High School English Teacher! | went to college up north at SUNY
Potsdam and have taught at private and public schools since then,
but | grew up right here in Cheektowaga and it's nice to be back
home doing what I love. Outside of the classroom, | spend as much
time outdoors as possible. | love hiking and camping and I'm
always walking my German Shepard! I'm looking forward to an
amazing new adventure being a part of the JFK team! Go Bears!

N

Sincerely,
Julie Pijacki
English Teacher

Hi JFK families! | am very excited to be joining the
Cheektowaga-Sloan community as the new Earth Science
teacher at JFK High School. I'm originally from downstate New
York, and have taught for 10 years in various districts in Ohio,
Louisiana, and Western New York. | received my undergraduate
degree at SUNY Oswego and my Master’s degree at the
University of Buffalo. | am a huge sports fan and love living in a
city where my husband and | can attend the Buffalo Bills,
Sabres, and Bandits games! | am looking forward to a great
school year!

HOME OF THE BULLS

Sincerely,
Danielle Smith
Science Teacher



