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FACILITIES COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
GRAND FORKS SCHOOL BOARD 

GRAND FORKS PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT #1 
MEETING MINUTES 

May 27, 2025 
 

The Grand Forks School Board Facilities Committee of the Whole met on Monday, May 27, 2025, with Dave 
Berger presiding. 
 
Committee Members Present: Josh Anderson, Dave Berger, Amber Flynn via phone, Dr. Sherry Houdek, 
Jay Kleven, Joel Larson, Eric Lunn, Jeff Manley, Bill Palmiscno, Dr. Terry Brenner, Brandon Baumbach, Dr. 
Catherine Gillach, Matt Bakke, and Jonathan Ellwein, Buildings and Grounds Director. 
  
Committee Members Absent: Eric Ripley and Darin King. 
 
Others Present: Cindy Johnson, Executive Secretary. 
 
 
Call to Order. 
The meeting was called to order at 8:32 p.m. 
 
Approval of Minutes. 
It was moved by Kleven and seconded by Houdek 
to approve the minutes of March 31, 2025, as 
written. Upon a roll-call vote, as follows, the 
motion carried unanimously. Aye: Lunn, Flynn, 
Palmiscno, Larson, Kleven, Houdek, Anderson, 
Manley, and Berger. Nay: None. Absent: None. 
 
Gillach joined the meeting at 8:35 p.m. 
 
Presentation of Facilities Assessment Tool and 
Recommended Ending Fund Balance. 
Ellwein introduced a detailed facility assessment 
tool that he designed with input from staff and 
local industry representatives to objectively 
evaluate the condition and needs of the district’s 
facilities. Based on the findings from this 
assessment, he and Baumbach proposed 
establishing a Building Fund ending fund reserve 
balance for FY26 of $1.62 million. This minimum 
reserve will help ensure the sustainability of 
facilities and reduce reliance on the general fund 
expenditures for unexpected repairs. 
 
Next Meeting Date. 
The next meeting date is to be determined. 
 

Adjournment. There being no further business, 
the meeting adjourned at 9:07 p.m. 
 
 
Approved  _________________________________  
                                               (Date) 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Dave Berger, Meeting Chair 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Brandon Baumbach, Business Manager 


