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GAP AGES 3-5 CURRICULUM GUIDE

% ' Early Reading and Writing

The Early Learning curriculum for 3- and 4-year-olds is designed to build and strengthen early literacy skills
through engaging, interactive activities that promote the recognition and manipulation of sounds in
language. For 3-year-olds, the focus is on foundational skills such as auditory discrimination, rhyming,
syllable segmentation, and initial sound awareness, using songs, games, and visual aids to make learning fun
and accessible. For 4-year-olds, the curriculum expands to include more advanced concepts like phoneme
blending, segmenting, and manipulating sounds, along with a deeper focus on producing and identifying
rhyming words and syllables. These earliest years foster an enjoyable, play-based environment where
children can develop crucial phonemic awareness skills that lay the groundwork for later reading and writing
success. By nurturing these skills in a structured yet fun way, the curriculum supports children’s language
development in a seamless progression from 3 to 4 years old.

The Transitional Kindergarten curriculum is designed to build on the phonological awareness skills
developed in earlier years and introduce young learners to the foundational concepts of reading and writing.
TK focuses on helping children connect phonemes to graphemes through a variety of hands-on activities,
including letter recognition, sound blending, and word building. TK students practice decoding and
encoding simple words, building fluency in recognizing letter-sound relationships and applying these skills
to read and spell. TK is exposed to vowel teams, digraphs, and the concept of word families, providing a
strong foundation for more advanced literacy skills. With a structured, sequential approach, the TK program
creates an engaging and supportive environment where children can develop essential reading and writing
skills in a hollistic and play-based environment.

Focused on building foundational skills with explicit instruction in letter formation, Early Learners engage in
activities that support letter-sound correspondence and phoneme blending, while also practicing correct
letter formation using structured yet engaging techniques. We incorporate full-body movements and
multisensory activities like tapping and skywriting to help children connect sounds and letters through
physical engagement. These multisensory methods help internalize letter shapes and sounds more
effectively, while fostering fine motor development as they trace, write, and build letters. By combining these
physical, auditory, and visual strategies, the curriculum strengthens both handwriting skills and phonemic
awareness, ensuring children are well-prepared for the literacy demands of Lower School and beyond.

Early Learning math is problem-based, focused on the development of number sense and habits of mind that build confidence
when encountering open-ended problems that demand thinking and communication. In accordance with the Singapore Math
methodology, we hold to the belief that students need to understand the way numbers work together before they tackle abstract
mathematical concepts. We also believe that the means to mastery must always be based on problem-solving.

A SMALL SAMPLE OF

LEARNING GOALS

3s and 4s Transitional Kindergarten
INCLUDE:

Rabun Gap’s math curriculum for 3s and 4s is a comprehensive early
childhood program designed to foster a strong foundation in math,
problem-solving, and critical thinking through playful and engaging
activities. With a focus on building early numeracy skills, this
curriculum introduces young learners to key concepts such as
counting, number recognition, shapes, patterns, and spatial
awareness. Delivered through hands-on experiences, children
explore these concepts in ways that are fun, interactive, and
developmentally appropriate. The curriculum emphasizes the
importance of exploration, creativity, and play, helping children
develop a love for learning while building essential cognitive and
problem-solving skills. By integrating these foundational math skills
with everyday experiences, young children are encouraged to see
themselves as capable mathematicians, ready to explore and grow.

Our Transitional Kindergarten math curriculum is designed to
deepen and expand upon the foundational math skills introduced in
early years, while continuing to foster a love for learning through
hands-on, engaging activities. Our curriculum is designed
specifically for 5 year olds and builds on key concepts such as
counting, number recognition, and shapes, while introducing more
advanced topics like addition, subtraction, measurement, and early
data analysis. Through playful, real-world scenarios and problem-
solving tasks, children strengthen their ability to think critically,
reason mathematically, and apply their knowledge in everyday
situations. By encouraging exploration and collaboration, our
intentional curriculum helps Transitional Kindergarten students
build both their math skills and their confidence as young learners,
setting a strong foundation for future mathematic success.



Reggio-Emilia Inspired

Rooted in the belief that children are competent, capable, and curious learners, Rabun Gap'’s Early Learning program fosters
an environment where children are seen as co-creators of their learning. We understand that each child brings their own
unique perspectives, ideas, and experiences to the classroom, and we honor their natural curiosity. In this approach, the
environment is considered the "third teacher," carefully designed to inspire exploration, creativity, and collaboration. The
space is flexible and responsive, evolving alongside the children’s interests and needs, ensuring that learning is dynamic and
personalized. We integrate principles of constructivist thinking, where learning is seen as an active process of building
knowledge through authentic experiences, interaction with others, and reflection. We believe that children learn best when
they can construct their own understanding through inquiry, problem-solving, and exploration, rather than passively
receiving information.

Early Learning also prioritizes time in the natural world, recognizing its profound impact on children's development. Outdoor
learning provides rich opportunities for children to engage with nature, fostering a deep connection to the environment and
helping them explore the rhythms and wonders of the world around them. We believe these experiences enhance creativity,
critical thinking, and resilience.

Documentation of learning plays a key role in our program, capturing the process and progress of each child's journey.
Through thoughtful observations, we create a narrative of each child’s development, reflecting their questions, discoveries,
and moments of wonder. This documentation allows us to share each child’s growth with families, celebrating the effort and
exploration that defines their learning. Provocations, or open-ended experiences, are thoughtfully incorporated into daily
activities to spark curiosity, encourage experimentation, and deepen understanding. These provocations allow children to ask
questions, test ideas, and engage with the world around them in meaningful ways.

At the heart of our philosophy is a strong partnership with families. We believe that families are essential collaborators in the
learning process, and we work closely with them to ensure that each child’s unique needs, interests, and strengths are
supported. Through ongoing communication, collaboration, and family involvement in learning experiences, we create a
nurturing, rich environment where children feel empowered to explore, create, and thrive. Together, we support children in
becoming confident, resilient, and creative individuals, ready to embrace the challenges and joys of the world around them.

Early Orchestra

Early Orchestra introduces young learners to the world of orchestral music, focusing on the violin and cello, with a
foundation built on the Suzuki Method. This Pre-Twinkle class helps students develop their understanding of string
instruments, including violin, viola, cello, and bass, through experiences with both mock instruments and real violins and
cellos. In this playful and interactive setting, students explore sound production, posture, and the basics of being a string
player through singing and movement. Additionally, children are introduced to the four families of orchestral instruments:
strings, winds, brass, and percussion, broadening their appreciation for the diversity of orchestral music. By engaging with
these instruments and participating in live orchestra performances, students build fine motor skills, musicality, and an early
understanding of rhythm and harmony. There is no need for students to have an instrument at home for this class, as they
will have access to all the tools necessary for learning and exploration.

Music Performance

Music in the Early Learning Program immerses students in fundamental musical concepts, fostering an understanding of
steady beat, rhythm, and introductory music notation. Through engaging, interactive activities, students develop not only
musical proficiency but also an awareness of the intrinsic connection between music and movement. By exploring how
tempo and rhythm influence physical expression, children enhance their creativity through dance and coordinated
movement. As part of their musical growth, students participate in performance opportunities. This allows children to
demonstrate their progress, confidence, and artistic expression in a joyful, collaborative setting.

Visual Art

The Early Learning Visual Arts curriculum introduces young children to the world of art as an essential and exciting part of
their education. For Early Learning students, the goal is to foster creativity, self-expression, and confidence in their artmaking
abilities. Through exploration, children will develop an appreciation for visual arts, both in their immediate environment and
across cultures and history. The curriculum is designed to introduce a strong art vocabulary, provide exposure to a variety of
materials and techniques, and create a playful, exploratory space where children can experiment and discover their own
creative voices. As students engage with art, they build both fine motor skills and a deeper understanding of the artistic
process, setting the foundation for a lifelong love of the visual arts.



Science and Humanities

We define applied learning as an educational philosophy where “why” students are learning is the cornerstone of design.
We value skills driving content and applied experience over rote pedagogy. We artfully craft curriculum with core
competency development as the foundation of student learning, acknowledging children often turn ideas into action.
Humanities and Science learning at this age is all applied, as children learn who they are and how they interact with the

community and world around them.
SAMPLE OF SCIENCE APPLIED LEARNING UNIT
Water Investigation

As children interacted with water in various ways, they
began asking questions like, "Where does water come
from?" "Can water change shapes?" "How do we move
water from one place to another?" These questions guided
their investigations and prompted deeper exploration.
They were encouraged to investigate these questions
through activities, such as pouring, measuring, and
observing how water moves through different materials.
Their inquiry routine involved regular reflection and
discussion, where they could share their discoveries and
ask even more questions. Through collaboration with
Upper School students, the children worked to design and
test systems for moving water across the playground,

SAMPLE OF HUMANITIES APPLIED LEARNING UNIT
School Community Visits

Early Learners began this exploration by answering the
questions, "Who am I?" and "Who is my family?" These initial
reflections laid the foundation for their next inquiry: "Who is in
my school community?" To deepen their understanding, they
looked at maps of our campus and discussed the various people
who help their school. They then visited different areas on
campus where each of our community helpers work. The
children reflected on their visits by drawing maps of campus,,
highlighting where they had been, and identifying the helpers
who worked in each space. In the IDEA lab they built a small-
world environment of our campus. This inquiry-based approach
helped children develop a broader sense of self, as they begin to
understand their identity and their place within the larger world,

connecting their investigations to real-world applications. recognizing their connection to others in their school

community and beyond.

Early Learning Chapel is designed to nurture students in their faith journey by exploring Scripture, fostering self-worth, and
guiding them in how to be with others. Each chapel session includes prayer, singing, dancing, a Bible story, and reflection,
emphasizing kindness, respect, and personal growth. While chapel attendance is required, active participation is always a
choice. Students are encouraged to engage in ways that feel comfortable to them, with the simple expectation of being kind
and respectful. Our school embraces its Christian faith tradition while welcoming all faiths and beliefs in our diverse
community. The goal of Early Learning Chapel is to help children feel loved, safe, and cared for.
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Driven by the goal of cultivating curiosity, creativity, and problem-solving skills in young learners, our Early Learning
program is designed to foster innovation and exploration. Focused on play-based, design-driven activities, the program
encourages children to tinker, create, and explore the world around them through hands-on learning experiences. By
engaging in activities that promote imagination and early engineering concepts, children develop critical thinking, creativity,
and practical skills. The emphasis is on real-world applications, where students engage in tangible, interactive experiences
that build essential skills for success in a changing world, all while having fun and learning through exploration.

Physical Education

In our Early Learning program, students have many opportunities to engage in fun activities, games, and exercises that help
them develop important physical, social, and emotional skills. Physical education is an essential part of a child’s overall
growth, offering opportunities to build coordination, motor skills, and confidence. All 3-, 4-, and 5-year-olds participate in
swim lessons and learn about water safety. They also practice conflict resolution, learn about healthy habits, and engage in
age-appropriate fitness activities that promote strength, balance, and teamwork. The goal is to help children develop a love
for physical activity, build social skills, and lay the foundation for a lifetime of health and wellness.

Social Emotional Learning and Wellness

Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) is woven into daily activities and lessons, helping even our youngest learners build
essential skills for understanding and managing their emotions, forming positive relationships, and making thoughtful
decisions. The Lower School Counselor, in alignment with the American School Counselor Association's Mindsets and
Standards, delivers engaging, age-appropriate activities. Children explore key SEL concepts like self-awareness, self-
management, social awareness, relationship skills, and responsible decision-making. Early Learners practice breathing
exercises to help them calm their bodies and minds, while affirmations and routines are used to boost self-esteem and
confidence. Mindfulness practices are also introduced, helping children focus on the present moment and develop
resilience. By embedding these SEL and Wellness skills into their daily routines, we empower children to grow into
empathetic, confident individuals, providing them with a strong foundation for success both in school and in life.



RABUN GAP

RABUN GAP-NACOOCHEE SCHOOL

MISSION STATEMENT

Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School prepares young people for college, career, and a
lifetime of leadership and service. In our beautiful mountain environment, we inspire
students to grow in character, intellect, and spirit. We value educational accessibility
and foster a community of learners whose diversity is honored and reflects the world.

CORE COMPETENCIES

Rabun Gap Students Value all (Cultural-Competence)
We are a culturally competent community where every member belongs.
We celebrate individual narratives while being challenged to see the world through
multiple /pluralistic lenses.
We are open-minded & willing to examine our biases, leaning into difficult trust building
conversations.

Rabun Gap Students Inspire solutions (Critical-Thinking)
We promote critical thinking and problem solving as the key to excelling in contemporary
society.
We develop diagnostic skills to promote solution based thinking.
We ask questions leading us to inventive solutions for both local & global dilemmas.

Rabun Gap Students Grow their minds (Creativity)
We passionately confront ambiguity with creativity, curiosity and imagination.
We are applied, iterative problem solvers.
We are courageous risk-takers understanding failure is the process of learning, not a
roadblock for success.

Rabun Gap Students Honor the institution (Character)
We are character driven embracing the ethos of our institution.
We take responsibility when we err and aspire to improve moving forward in community
together.
We will embrace new opportunities as they arise.

Rabun Gap Students Prepare through teamwork (Collaboration)
We realize we are stronger when collaborating together.
We communicate openly with teachers and peers, assuming the best of others while
navigating solutions.
We think interdependently, leveraging all available resources to benefit our learning.

www.rabungap.org




