St. James Parish Public Schools

St. James Special Education Advisory Council Agenda

Meeting #1
Wednesday, September 3, 2025
5:00 PM
=> Call to Order- Chair at 5:01 PM
=> Prayer-Lynesia Raymond
=> Pledge- Ashley Harrell
ROLL CALL by Sadie Becnel
SEAC MEMBER TITLE PRESENT ABSENT
Senecca Boudreaux Council Chairperson X
Lynesia Raymond Principal X
Lashana Jackson Parent X
Ashley Harrell Parent X
Jennifer Schrichten Parent X
Tina Farah Parent X
Kyralyn Shepherd Student X
Alisa Dunklin Representative from St. James | X
ARC/ Outside Agency

(Meeting Quorum met)
=> Welcome- Chair

1. Read the public comment procedures - Chair
2. Read the SEAC purpose & process - Chair

OLD Business -
e None
NEW Business —
3. District Agenda Items
e Introduction of the 2025-2026 SEAC members- SEAC members introduced themselves

and the Chair followed with an explanation of the requirements a SEAC panel should
consist of.



e Special Education Quarterly Newsletter- Chair gave information of when and how the
quarterly newsletter is distributed to parents.

e Special Education Information on the District's Website- Chair instructed step by step on
how to access the Special Education Department’s information on the district’s website
from her laptop.

e District Assessments Guidelines as per Louisiana Bulletin 1706 guidance and District
Common Assessments: Chair read aloud the district’s guidance on What
Accommodations cannot be utilized for District Assessments and explained the district’s
modified grading scale criteria and guidelines.

o Alternate Curriculum Criteria- Chair read aloud the SJPS Alternate Curriculum
Description and Criteria for Students with Disabilities.

e [egislative Updates: Chair

* Changes to Louisiana Alternate Assessment Criteria - LAA1- Chair explained
the document on the (OLD) Alternate Assessment Participation Criteria and the (NEW)
Alternate Assessment Participation Criteria. Chair stated that the students impacted by
the change will have to take LEAP 2025. Ashley Harrell questioned if support will be
available for the impacted students. Chair answered that about 7 students, mostly 6th
graders going to 7th and 8th graders going to 9th were impacted by the change, and that
an IEP will be held for these students to change state assessment and to
discuss/recommend supports. Lashana Jackson asked for guidance on the April Dunn
Act. Chair stated that it will be added as an agenda item for the next meeting.

* ACT 479 (2025) Cameras in Special Education Classrooms- Chair explained
that new law states that cameras are required in all self-contained classrooms and does not
require parental permission anymore. Video and audio are available, not in restrooms, and a
notice is sent home to parents 5 days before the camera begins operating. Alisa Dunklin
questioned if walk-throughs are available and not just relying on cameras. Chair answered that
walk-throughs are regularly scheduled and conducted by district employees. Ashley Harrel
questioned about who is allowed to view the video. Chair answered parents or guardians only
along with administration and it is not public knowledge.

* Seclusion and Restraint Restrictions and Incident Reporting- Chair stated that
there will be revisions to the district’s Seclusion and Restraint policy to adhere to ACT 479.
Attorneys will preview revisions and then it will be submitted to the school board for approval at
the September 23rd meeting. Copies should be given out at IEP meetings and signatures from
parents for acknowledgement will be required.

e Chair shared the Leap Connect Overview document and the resources document from
Bayou Land Family Helping Families.



4. Council Agenda Items- None, Chair stated that agenda items can be submitted to the
SEAC email. The April Dunn Act will be on the agenda for the next meeting.

5. Public Comments

e Liza Scioneaux questioned Alternate Assessment but stated that the Chair addressed all
her concerns earlier on. Tamera Hoyal questioned about testing accommodations. Chair
circled back to the guidance on What Accommodations cannot be utilized for District
Assessments. Ashley Harrell stated that if a parent feels modifications are not being met
to start at the school level. Chair stated that a parent can also request an IEP meeting at
any time.

6. Closing Remarks — (Council Members)

e All members of the council shared that they enjoyed the meeting and that it was very
informative and thanked parents for attending.

e Chair informed possibly creating a virtual platform for SEAC meetings to help
accommodate working parents.

e Chair announced that the next meeting is Wednesday, January 7, 2026 at 5:00 PM and
asked to adjourn the meeting.

—>Meeting adjourned at 6:45 PM



