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Do you have concerns about 
your child?

First, contact your child’s teacher or guidance counselor.  A 
student doesn’t need to be classified as having a disability to 
access support services, which can be very helpful in supporting 
students with weaknesses.

Some building level actions/supports for struggling learners:

• Different instructional approaches in the classroom

• Screeners

• Observations

• Consultations with specialists 



Building Level Services
Various support services are available without needing to 
make a referral to CSE such as:

• AIS reading and math 

• Speech improvement services

• Building level counseling

• Consultation with mental health staff about 
classroom behaviors

A child’s Response to Intervention, after receiving these 
services, are one factor when considering eligibility for CSE 
services.



What is an IEP?
• An Individualized Education Program, or IEP, is a 

program tailored to meet the individual needs of 
students with disabilities. 

• Written in collaboration between a child’s school 
staff, their parents/guardians, and sometimes the 
student.

• Outlines special educational needs based on the 
student’s identified disability with measurable 
educational goals, and any services or supports the 
child may need to meet those goals.



What is an IEP?
• A year long plan that is reviewed at least once a 

year at the Annual Review but can be reviewed at 
any point during the year

• Not every student with a disability is eligible for an 
IEP. To qualify, a student’s disability has to have a 
significant adverse effect on school performance.

• The CSE will determine whether the student fits 
into any of the 13 categories under IDEA that 
qualify that child for an IEP, according to the law 
(LD, ED, SLI, OHI etc…)



Elementary Programs
Integrated Co-Teaching – 
•Special education teacher pushes into  a 
typical class

•Each class with 4 periods receives an 
additional 80 minutes of Teaching 
Assistant (TA) support  
Kindergarten:    2 hours
Gr. 1-5:   Up to 4 - 40 minute periods



Elementary Programs
•Resource Room- pull out daily

•Related Services  - such as 
speech, counseling, 
occupational therapy, physical 
therapy, vision and hearing 
services



Special Classes (12:1:1)
12 students: 1 teacher: 1 teaching assistant 

Students in these classes are working on typical 
curriculum in a smaller class setting
• Parkville Gr. K
• JFK Gr. K-1/Gr. 2-3/Gr. 4-5
• Lakeville Gr. 1-2, Gr. 3-4
• Baker Gr. K-1
• Saddle Rock Gr. 4-5/Gr. 5



Intensive Needs Classes
We also have smaller Intensive Needs classes for 

students who need support with smaller ratios.  

Located at Saddle Rock and JFK Elementary Schools.

6:1:2
8:1:2



Middle Schools
Both Middle Schools have 
Integrated Co-teaching (Team 
Taught) classes, Resource 
Room, Special Classes (12:1:1) 
& Related Services for students 
who are working towards a 
Regents Diploma.



 Special Middle School Programs
• North Middle also has Intensive Needs 

classes with ratios of 8:1:2.  Most of the 
students in these classes are NYS 
Alternately Assessed.

• South Middle also has the EXCEL program 
for grades 6-8, which is a structured small 
class program for Regents bound students.  
Students receive counseling and a daily 
reinforcement system to support students 
who need assistance with behavior or 
emotional regulation.  



High Schools
North and South High Schools both have: 

• Integrated Co-Teaching (Team Taught) Classes 
in all major subjects

• Resource Room

• Consultant Teacher Direct/Indirect

• Special Classes with smaller ratios 

Students in these classes are working 
towards Regent Diplomas.

• Related Services



Special High School Programs
North High has the ACE program which 
focuses on life skills and career exploration. 
There is a PAES lab on site for students to 
work on pre-vocational skills as well as an in 
house Coffee Shop staffed by students. NHS 
also has the TRANSITION program which is for 
students age 18-22 who will have the 
opportunity for more off site work experience 
and independent living skill development. 

South High has the PEAK program for grades 
9-10, that EXCEL students may move into. 
There is an ACE cohort with students that are 
also able to mainstream into small classes.



Alternate High School Settings

General and special education students 
can both attend SEAL, located at Clover 

Drive, or the Village School.  For students 
with disabilities, Resource Room and 

Counseling are available in both locations 
and each has a full time psychologist.



Alternate High School Settings

Village School – alternative high school where class 
sizes are typically fewer than 12 students with a total 
enrollment of about 50 students.  

SEAL – alternative HS program where class sizes 
are typically fewer than 5 students.  Focus is on 
credit recovery for students who need more structure 
and support than the traditional high school settings 
can provide.  The total enrollment is about 22 
students.



Pupil Personnel Services (PPS)
PPS is the department that oversees special education

Location: 105 Clover Drive

Phone: 441-4970

Administrators:

Dr. Joseph Hickey - Assistant Superintendent

Dr. Alison Brennan – Executive Director

Dr. Edel McCarville – Assistant Director -  Secondary

Ms. Kerri O’Rourke– Assistant Director - Elementary


