
   
 

MHS School Counseling   ​ 
​ ​        Senior Year College and Career Planning Checklist 2025 
 

Senior year is a very important year for getting ready for your future. Your school counselor is 
here to guide you and give you information, but you are ultimately the one who can meet your 
goals and make your dreams come true. School counselors will have individual meetings with 
all seniors in the first half of the school year.  

​ ​ ​ ​  
SEPTEMBER 

❑​ Finish researching colleges and narrow down your list. Have a couple “Safety,” “Match,” and “Reach” schools.  

❑​ Check the class of 2026 Google Classroom 

❑​ Fill out brag sheets and ask for letters of recommendation if you have not done so. 

❑​ Register for the SATs if you have not taken it yet. 

❑​ Talk with your parents/caregivers again about financial planning. Look on the MEFA website for free information 
and webinars. Financial Aid 101 is an important resource you can register for here. 

 
OCTOBER 

❑​ Starting October 1st, the 2025-2026 FAFSA will be available online at https://studentaid.gov. Make sure you have an 
ID number and are ready to go! 

❑​ Attend the MHS College Fair Night on October 22nd (6pm-8pm) 

❑​ Your school counselor will reach out to set up a meeting with you if you have not met already.   

❑​ Work on your college essay. Have many people proofread it and begin perfecting it. 

❑​ Research college deadlines. Most “early action” or “early decision” applications are due in November. 
 
NOVEMBER 

❑​ Start requesting transcripts and SAT scores to send to colleges. 

❑​ Continue checking Google Classroom and start putting your application materials together, and get everything in 
order 

❑​ Some applications ask if you would like to have an interview – consider this option. 
 

DECEMBER & JANUARY 

❑​ Check Naviance for local scholarships, and research websites for other eligible scholarships. 
 

FEBRUARY 

❑​ Keep your grades high, as they will continue to be reported to colleges. 
 

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/dates-deadlines?ef_id=CjwKCAjwlaTGBhANEiwAoRgXBWZBZlFLH7iSFprokT7SRrVerAUyuyWCvzbFS90uP6GSrsT1hIIsoRoCyX0QAvD_BwE:G:s&s_kwcid=AL!4330!3!686874439328!b!!g!!register%20for%20the%20sat!20921531993!162700319172&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20921531993&gbraid=0AAAAAD-SkkxotRfne-4E9Z1ByDQIcNmQm&gclid=CjwKCAjwlaTGBhANEiwAoRgXBWZBZlFLH7iSFprokT7SRrVerAUyuyWCvzbFS90uP6GSrsT1hIIsoRoCyX0QAvD_BwE
https://www.mefa.org
https://www.mefa.org/webinar/financial-aid-101-2025-26/
https://studentaid.gov


MARCH 

❑​ Make sure all your scholarship applications are in! 
 

APRIL 

❑​ Watch your mail for your Acceptances/Rejection/Waitlist letters. 

❑​ Financial Aid Award letters will accompany your acceptance letters. Make sure you review and understand what is 
given to you. This is the time you can talk to colleges about it. 
 

MAY 

❑​ Make your final decision! The first payment for college will likely be due May 1st. 

❑​ Send thank-you letters to all the teachers who wrote you letters of recommendation. 

❑​ Update your future plans on Naviance 

❑​ Double check with your college that they have all the information they need (do this before June 1st). 

❑​ Prepare for GRADUATION!! 
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