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STA band debuts 
new marching 

show

QB Babin shines in shootout victory over visiting Cecilia

The St. Amant High 
Marching Band has been 
working diligently on their 
new halftime and 
competition show 
?reIMAGINED?. According 
to Assistant Band Director 
Andrew Graham, the show is 
about virtual reality. ?We're 
making it as if you're a user 
in a virtual reality world 
almost  like a video game 
where the lines of reality get 
blurred between what's real 
and what's not real.? The 
show questions whether or 
not the progress of 
technology is really a good 
thing; with Band Director 
Joseph Nassar recalling the 
show's meaning, he says?It 
talks about how we give 
ourselves to this virtual 
world, to the computer 
simulation and how we better 
be careful of what we're 
gonna get.?

Nassar said the show 
is inspired by the integration 
of AI in the world. ?I mean , 
the world we?re living in has 
more and more of this 
integration of AI into 

everything we do. So many 
people are living their lives 
in this computer world online 
and video games and 
simulations and things of that 
nature. It's kind of pertinent 
and it tells a good story, it's 
really easy to tell this story 
through the visual things 
we're doing.? The show is 
also inspired by a lot of pop 
culture with the show being 
based around the song ?Pure 
Imagination" from the 
original Willy Wonka and 
visually takes a lot of 
inspiration from the movie 
Tron. ?We use these circuit 
ideas think kind of like Tron, 
the outfits are kinda based off 
the outfits from Tron, and if 
you've seen that movie you 
know it has a lot to do with 
living in this virtual world,? 
Nassar said.

The band members 
in the show have a very good 
feeling about the show with 
Junior, Taylor McCreary 
saying ?I think we have good 
energy going on. It seems 
that everybody's a lot more 
committed than last year's 

show.? ?I feel very 
very happy about 
the show. 
Compared to 
previous years this 
has to be the best 
the band has ever 
been and I could not 
be more excited, be 
more happy to be 
part of this 
wonderful show,? 
said senior Lucas 
Sevario. Some band 
members did 
mention how 
difficult the show 
is. ?Being in one of 
the best bands in the 
state is hard but it's 
really fun,? added 
junior Hunter 
Deroche. The band 
will be performing 
the show at all the 
football games and 
band competitions.

Make sure to make 
it out to The Pit this 
Friday, September 
19 to see the band 
in action.

Senior Quarterback Cooper Babin threw for 401 yards, four 
touchdowns, and accounted for 149 rushing yards and four scores in a 60-56 
win over visiting Cecilia in the STA home opener. The game was a thriller, 
with the Gators leading the entire game until the last two minutes. Head 
Coach Oliver said, ?Cecilia is a good football team that has a lot of good 
football players who have been to the dome for two straight years, but I feel 
great?. 

The Gators started off strong in the first quarter, leading with a score 
of 21-0. By the half, Cecilia had closed the gap, but the Gators held on to a 
33-20 lead. By the end of the third, both teams put up points, but the Gators 
held tight to a 53-41 lead. With about two minutes left in the fourth, Cecilia 
took the lead for the first time all game with a score of 56-53. Babin says,?We 
got the ball back after they took the lead for the first time that night so we just 
had to stay positive.? With the game on the line, the Gators put together an 
impressive 9-play, 71-yard drive to score the winning touchdown, ending the 
game with a score of 60-56. The game-winning touchdown was caught by 

Quinten Elisar. ?It felt good, I knew the ball was coming to me. We had the 
play drawn up to my side of the field, and I knew I was gonna have to come 
down with it, so I did.? Elisar said. Babin's performance earned him a 
nomination for Advocate?s Player of the Week.

The Gators netted a total of 622 offensive yards with 401 passing 
yards from Cooper Babin and 221 rushing yards. The top receivers of the 
game were Jermichael Millien, with 148 yards and a score; Landon 
Blanchard, with 95 yards and a score; and Quinten Elisar with 34 yards and 2 
scores.

Although the Gators had a victorious offensive game, they had a few 
setbacks. The Gators were penalized 10 times for a total of 114 yards. The 
team also allowed 172 yards in nine kickoff returns.  The defensive side of 
the ball could also face a setback with a potential season-ending injury to 
defensive lineman Jacoby Davis. For Coach Oliver and the team it?s ?next 
man up.? 

Babin and 
Elisar are 
optimistic 
about the 
game this 
Friday 
against 
Kennedy. 
While 
they?re 
expecting to 
go up 
against a 
good 
defense, 
Cooper 
said, 
?We?re just 
gonna do 
what we do 
and we 
should be 
successful.?
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Art Club taking submissions for 
annual Sticky Note Contest

Rho Kappa enters ?revamp 
year?, elects new officers

Rho Kappa is a National Social 
Studies Honor Society, where the 
organization celebrates student 
excellence in social studies and 
leadership. In Rho Kappa a student 
can gain a sense of civic 
responsibilities, leadership skills and 
a desire to do community service. To 
join Rho Kappa you must meet the 
requirements of a 3.0 unweighted 
GPA, 3.5 unweighted social studies 
GPA and include a recommendation 
from one of your previous social 
studies teachers.

The club is heavily focused 
on community service and allows the 
future generation to have an 
experience of the real world before 
the end of their high school years. 
Rho Kappa participates in election 
commissioner training, where the 
club recently hosted the Ascension 
Parish Clerk of Court to school to 
train students to become election 
workers.

Members of the club were 
also able to participate in the Travis 
Manion Foundation 5k Heroes Run. 

Senior Ella Willoughby brought the 
foundation to St. Amant a few years 
ago.  The run is to help honor and 
raise money for veterans.  Some other 
forms of community service that the 
club participates in is the voter 
registration drive in the spring 
semester and food drives.

The club is currently in a 
revamp year due to the transfer of 
Mrs. Jill Pierce, who started the club 
a couple years ago, to Prairieville 
High School. After struggling to get 
people to join, Mrs. Abbie Tucker, 
the new club sponsor, has worked to 
better advertise the club. ?We?ve 
created an STA Rho Kappa 
Instagram, we have public relation 
officers putting things on GNN and 
we?ve shared things on the St. Amant 
Highschool?s Facebook,? said Mrs. 
Tucker. With the new advertising, 
Mrs. Tucker was able to get 78 
students to join the club.

Joining Rho Kappa can lead 
to making a difference in your 
community. ?I joined Rho Kappa 
cause I wanted to make a difference 
and really help the community around 
me and get more involved in 
community service,? said Senior Rho 
Kappa President Emma Ledet. ?If 
you are into community service and 
want to be a leader and really enjoy 
social studies then this club is for 
you,? added Mrs. Tucker.

Newly elected officers 
include: Emma Ledet, President; 
Sarahjane Edmonston, Vice 
President; Cayley Grimball, 
Secretary; Leigh Ridinger, 
Membership Chair; Kendalyn 
Johnson, Fundraising Chair; Lila 
Robinson, Service Chair; Jessika 
Graham, Public Relations Chair; and 
Committee Members Alyssa Blades, 
Blakely Lemoine, JaMyra Branch and 
Addey Ohmer.

New Teacher Spotlight:  April Mellad's move to 
STA has 'been a dream' 

BY:  SANIYA SMITH
Gata Data Reporter
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The Annual Sticky Note Contest is 
taking submissions until Tuesday, 
September 23. Any STA student can 
submit a design to the contest and any 
media is accepted so long as it is 
school appropriate and can fit on a 
3x3 

sticky note.
Students can pick up sticky 

notes and deposit entries outside of 
room 323. Please remember to put 
your name on the back of the sticky 
note.

New and enthusiastic educator Mrs. 
April Mellad is a World Geography 
teacher in the freshman academy. 
Room 109 has now become her home 
for this year and the many to come. 
She loves instructing high school 
students, and Mrs. Mellad has worked 
in the education field for 24 years.

Before coming to St. Amant 
High, she worked as a librarian. She 
initially chose STA because it was 
close to her home. So far, her 
experience on campus "has been a 
dream." She has taught World 
Geography for years, but her true 
passion is to continue working as a 
librarian. She loves talking to 
students about their current reads and 
finds it amazing to hear students tell 
her about their books. Reading is her 
passion; it is a hobby that she truly 
loves. 

When she was told that she 
could possibly work towards a role as 
a librarian, she knew that this was "an 
opportunity she couldn?t pass up." 
Mrs. Mellad?s favorite part about St. 

Amant High is the school?s spirit. She 
adores the traditions and enjoys 
seeing students light up with joy on 
game day. Mrs. Mellad says, "It?s just 
a lovely community; it?s been nothing 
but fun." 

Mrs. Mellad?s goals for this 
school year are to meet the required 
standards, as Geography is a 
necessary and important class. She 
also wants to encourage students to 
read, because knowledge is infinite. 
She wants her students to know 
they?re loved, cared for, and will be 
taken care of. ?I?m excited to be here, 
and to teach them. I?m so blessed to 
feed young minds valuable 
information,? Mrs. Mellad says. 

She is thankful that the 
administration has given her this 
opportunity and is proud that they 
have put their faith in her. Her 
hobbies include reading on the beach, 
and her retirement goal is to relax 
with a great book in hand.

2024  first and second place winners of the Sticky Note Contest
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STA's 2025-26 Homecoming Court

Camryn Accardo

Addison Blanchard 
decided to run for 
Homecoming Court 
because she has always 
admired the girls who got 
to walk with their parents 
and got to participate in it. 
Addison states, "I just 
wanted to be like them?. 
Addison is on Black squad 
for Cheer, Yearbook, and 
recently just got accepted 
into Rho Kappa. Addison 
shows her school spirit by 
showing kindness. ?I just 
try to be nice to everybody 
I come across.?

Ali Cunningham decided 
to run for Homecoming 
Court for the new 
experience. She says, ?I 
wanted to step out of my 
comfort zone to try 
something new and 
really put myself out 
there.? She is a part of 
the Thespian Society and 
GNN.  Ali shows her 
Gator Pride by showing 
school spirit, going to 
games, and welcoming 
everyone on the campus. 

Rylee Gonzales decided 
to run for Homecoming 
Court because she has 
always looked up to the 
girls on homecoming 
court. Gonzales is a part 
of Black Squad, Gator 
to Gator, Gatorally, Rho 
Kappa, Pit Crew and 
Yearbook. ?To be a STA 
Gator means to be a part 
of a family, while also 
striving for excellence 
in academics,? said 
Gonzales. 

Jessika Graham was inspired 
to run for Homecoming Court 
by her previous basketball 
teammates who participated 
in the tradition. Alongside 
basketball, Graham is part of 
Pit Crew, Gator Nation News, 
Thespian Society, and is 
Public Relations Chair in Rho 
Kappa. ?I feel like being a 
gator means being proud of 
your school, and representing 
your school,? Graham says. 
She also enjoys participating 
in school events, and looks 
forward to riding in the 
parade and attending the pep 
rally. 

Sophia Hernandez was inspired 
to run for Homecoming Court 
by her fellow teammates on 
Color Guard, and also seeing 
the past Homecoming parade 
gave her the idea that running 
for Homecoming would be fun 
and would be a great way to 
remember her senior year. 
Sophia is the Captain of Color 
Guard as well as being a part of 
GNN, Allied Health, HOSA, 
Beta, Rho Kappa, FCA, Pit 
Crew, and Gator Rally. Being a 
Gator to her means ?to show up 
to support other gators and 
always motivating yourself to 
do better.?

Brookelyn Leblanc decided to 
run for Homecoming Court to 
gain memories and because 
she has heard other girls in 
the past say it was one of the 
best weeks in their high 
school experience. Leblanc 
does Cheer, Allied Health, 
FFA, and is an FCA leader 
and member. When asked 
what it means to be a St. 
Amant Gator, Leblanc said, 
?We are all like a family, the 
teachers are very supportive, 
encouraging, and want what's 
best for you. This is one of 
the best schools to be a part 
of because we all have the 
same goal.?

Josie Leon decided to run for 
Homecoming Court because 
ever since she was a little girl, 
watching the football games, 
the homecoming game was 
always her favorite. Making 
the most of every moment is 
very important to her, 
especially in her senior year. 
She is a proud member of Rho 
Kappa, Pit Crew and is a 
4-year Lady Gator Volleyball 
Member. Being a gator to her is 
like being a part of a family, 
where you have a built-in 
support system of people who 
care and love you. ?As a Gator, 
we never fail to show up for 
one another. Geaux Gators!? 

Addey Ohmer decided to run 
for Homecoming Court 
because she was inspired in 
middle school when she 
attended the Homecoming 
games and watched the maids 
cross the field. Ohmer is very 
involved at St. Amant, being 
on the tennis team, Rho 
Kappa, FCA, National Honor 
Society, GNN, and Pit Crew. 
Ohmer adds that she enjoys 
showing her Gator pride 
through supporting many 
athletic events at St. Amant. 
Ohmer says she is most 
excited about ?the fact that I 
get to feel a part of the 
homecoming tradition.?

Gracie Guillot is involved in many 
clubs at STA: Allied Health, 
HOSA, RO Kappa, Cheer, Pit 
Crew, and FCA. She shows her 
school spirit in different ways by 
going all out for themes during 
HOCO week and football games. 
Being on court means a lot to 
Gracie, ?It means a lot that people 
actually voted for me, and that I 
didn?t have to go out of my way to 
ask people, and they actually voted 
for me and wanted me on there.? 
Gracie ran for court because she 
thinks it?s fun to dress up and do 
all of the activities. ?I mean, it?s 
your senior year, you only get to 
do this once.?

Jade Vinnett ran for 
Homecoming Court for 
the fun opportunity to 
celebrate her final year 
at St. Amant. She is a 
part of Gatorettes, 
HOSA, Allied Helath, 
Beta, Rho Kappa and 
the Black History Club. 
?To be a Gator it means 
working hard, being 
responsible, respectful 
and being successful 
through your actions,? 
said Vinnett. 

Olivia Worsham ran for 
Homecoming Court because 
she wanted to be a 
representative of St. Amant 
High. She wanted to be chosen 
by the student body because 
she knew she was a capable 
and willing candidate. She?s a 
part of the Black Cheer Squad 
and Pit Crew, extracurriculars 
she finds fulfilling. Worsham 
believes that being a Gator is 
embracing your Gator pride. 
She finds that St. Amant is a 
positive community, and she 
truly loves being a St. Amant 
Gator.

Ella Young said she ran 
for Homecoming Court 
to represent her school.  
She spreads her STA 
spirit by being on Pit 
Crew, attending football 
games, and sports events. 
She is also a part of Rho 
Kappa, powerlifting, and 
volleyball. She also 
mentioned that being a 
STA Gator means 
enjoying school with all 
her friends. ?It is an 
honor to represent my 
school,? said Young.

Emma Young ran for Homecoming 
Court because she thought it would a 
fun experience as a senior. ?I'm excited 
to represent my school and walk down 
the field alongside with my family and 
the other court girls and I'm excited to 
share this amazing experience with my 
friends and it is going to be something 
I will be forever grateful for.? She's 
involved in many STA 
extracurriculars: Rho Kappa, 
Gatorally, Pit crew, Volleyball and 
Allied Health. To her, being a Gator 
means ?to show school pride and to be 
involved in not only academics but 
attending other extracurricular 
activities and participating in them. I 
think it's important to show 
compassion to others by being a friend 
to everyone throughout every single 
grade level and to support other 
Gators.?
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