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School Council Meeting

Date: September 18, 2025

Time: 3:30 p.m.

Location: Desert Shadows Elementary School
Facilitator: Bryan Cunningham, Principal
Committee Members Present:

Support Staff Representative — Patricia Noack, Administrative Assistant

Certified Staff Representative — Sam Barrale, TSS

Certified Staff Representative — April Padilla Gladden, Kindergarten Teacher
Certified Staff Representative — Susan Francis, 1st Grade Teacher

Parent Representative — Justin Rice, Parent of 1st and 2nd Grader

Parent Representative — Jennelle Bartlett, Parent of 5th Grader

Parent Representative — Heather Villarruel, Parent of Kindergartner and 3rd Grader
Community Member Representative — Julie Simpson

Purpose: Provide a positive and safe school community, where all students obtain higher level,
innovative, and career readiness skills through an integrated curricular approach.

Outcomes: All questions and concerns were addressed and positive feedback provided.

Agenda/Minutes

I.  3:30-4:30 Welcome
A. Introduce New Members not present at last meeting
B. Required Trainings, please look over if you weren’t here at the first meeting
1. School Council Training - Modified
2. B DSES School Council Bylaws
C. District and School Updates
1. Model School Award - Looking for ways to celebrate our prestigious Model
School status- Staff/student t- shirts, school-wide picture on the field, student
video explaining why we won, district designed banner, painting that says “you
are entering a PBIS Model School,” welcome mat with PBIS Model School on it
for the front lobby, rubber bracelets, keychains for backpacks. We can also
incorporate it into the early release assembly on 10/14.


https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1jS8pNfMySFcCCA_Vp6ULokL1QL6UUhfCIPzmEZsjhlY/edit#slide=id.p23
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AXPIVBxT6XjmibMeGfXtR9p8W2oVjJNC1EpsjlEyeT4/edit?usp=sharing

2. School Success Plan - As a school our focus for this year is to decrease minimally
proficient ELA students. We also want to get kindergarten to 70% in Acadience
testing. Will work to increase proficiency in Math for 5th and 6th grade. Trying
to maintain the 4th grade proficiency into 5th grade. We want to increase math
proficiency to 67% for 5th grade and 70% 6th grade. The school is providing
Thinking Classroom PD for teachers. Every grade level will participate in the
science and engineering fair. 5th and 6th graders will submit the projects for a
grade.

3. Literacy Night coming - Literacy Night was last night and was a success again.

4. Feedback on the beginning of the year - all positive feedback

5. STUCO Update

a) Student expectations - Want to add a behavioral component to the
expectations for STUCO members and JAWS Ambassadors. Updates
include a 3 strike rule unless there is something that justifies immediate
removal from their position (Conduct Referral/Major Infraction). This
helps with accountability because these students are held to higher
standards and are meant to be role models on campus. To help explain
expectations, we might come up with an informational sheet to help
explain it further to parents. Expectations for STUCO were agreed upon
but we will look into it further for JAWS expectations.

6. Sweetwater construction project - emails went out and only one parent sent an
email.

D. Tax Credit Approval

1. Covering field trips - was approved last meeting
Il.  4:30 Good of the order

A. School Council Member Statements

B. Public Statements - excellent discourse during these meetings. Parents at charter schools
like Great Hearts and Basis are talking highly about what they hear about DSES. They are
impressed with the level of support we have.

C. Date Change in October to the 13th

The next meeting will be October 13, 2025

Meeting was adjourned at 04:49 p.m.



