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[Dr. McPherson] 
Our written reports are detailed accounts 
of our evaluations and of our opinions. 
This is nothing like writing an electronic 
health record. Learning to write forensic 
reports is an important skill for forensic 
psychiatrists. In our program, every word 
you write will be reviewed by attendings 
who will help you hone your craft and 
learn to speak truth to power. 
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Text: 
Pamela McPherson, M.D. 
Vice Chair, Psychiatry and Behavioral 
Medicine 

[Dr. Colon] 
I learned it because someone gave me a 
copy of one. And, the parts of them are 
sort of structured because there's certain 
things you have to say. You know, you 
have to address non confidentiality, you 
have to address the records you 
reviewed. 
Then a lot of it is just a general 
psychiatric evaluation. And then there's a 
part of the report that address specifically 
the forensic question being asked. And 
then there's an opinion section. 
And it's a growth process in which the 
more you do and the more you write and 
the more you process, the more you 
understand about landmark cases, and 
forensic psychiatry knowledge, the more 
you can put in your reports to give a more 
definitive opinion. 
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Text:  
Marc A Colon, M.D. 
Director, Community Forensic Services 
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