
 

                               Curricular Framework English Language Arts for Essex Fells School 5th Grade (updated September 2025) 
 

 

Pacing Guide Reading Domain Writing Domain Speaking and Listening Domian Language Domain 

 

   DISTRICT AND STATE MANDATED PRETEST & BASELINE ASSESSMENTS   

● SEPT/OCT - BASELINE ASSESSMENTS 

● JAN/FEB - MIDYEAR ASSESSMENTS 

● MAY/JUNE - POST ASSESSMENTS  

First Trimester Primary Focus Standards:  Primary Focus Standards: 

W.AW.5.1. A., B., C., D. 

W.IW.5.2. A., B., C., D., E. 

W.NW.5.3. A., B., C., D., E. 

W.WP.5.4. A., B., C., D., E. 

W.WR.5.5 

W.SE.5.6 

W.RW.5.7 

 

Primary Focus Standards: 

SL.PE.5.1 A., B., C., D. 

SL.II.5.2. 

SL.ES.5.3. 

SL.PI.5.4. 

SL.UM.5.5. 

SL.AS.5.6. 

 

 

Primary Focus Standards: 

L.RF.5.3.  

L.RF.5.4. 

L.WF.5.2. 

L.KL.5.1. 

L.VL.5.2. 

L.VI.5.3. 

RL.CR.5.1. 

RI.CR.5.1 

RL.CI.5.2. 

RI.CI.5.2. 

RL.IT.5.3. 

RI.IT.5.3. 

RL.TS.5.4. 

RI.TS.5.4. 

RL.PP.5.5. 

RI.PP.5.5. 

RL.MF.5.6. 

RI.MF.5.6. 

RI.AA.5.7. 

RL.CT.5.8. 

RI.CT.5.8. 

 

 

 Text Types: Fiction and non-

fiction 

 

● Extended Text: 
Possible/not limited to:  

○ The Sisters 

Grimm: The 

Fairy-Tale 

Detectives by 

Michael 

Buckley 

● 3-4 shorter texts 

depending upon length 

Writing Genres:   

 

● Opinion/research 

writing 
● Interdisciplinary 

connections 
● Routine writing within 

Google Classroom, 

weekly posts, 

journaling, 

ReadWorks, 

Scholastic, 

Achieve3000 

Task Types: 

 

● Small and whole group 

discussions 
● Design Challenges 

● Project based learning; 

and multimedia 

● Presentations 

● Skits/ Play performances 

These standards are embedded 

within the writing process. 

Grammar skills taught based on 

student need and/or writing 

genre concepts: 

 

● Grammar skills: 

Comma usage, Subject-

verb agreement 

between pronoun and 

antecedent, 

fragments/run-ons 

● Vocabulary infusion: 



 

and complexity 
● Literature circles 

● Interdisciplinary 

connections: 

ecosystems, life cycles, 

current events 

 

Supplemental Resources/ 

Technology: 

 

● Blooket 

● Quizlet 

● CommonLit 

● Quizziz 

● StoryLine Online 

● ReadWorks 

● Pixton 

● Esti-Mysteries 

● Gimkit 

● TPT 

● EdPuzzle 

● Focuses in: life cycles, 

fairy tales, fractured 

fairy-tales, folktales, 

fables, short stories, 

mythology 

context clues, multiple 

meaning words, 

synonyms and 

antonyms, utilizing new 

vocabulary in novel 

sentences and contexts 

Second Trimester Primary Focus Standards: 

 

RL.CR.5.1. 

RI.CR.5.1 

RL.CI.5.2. 

RI.CI.5.2. 

RL.IT.5.3. 

RI.IT.5.3. 

RL.TS.5.4. 

RI.TS.5.4. 

RL.PP.5.5. 

RI.PP.5.5. 

RL.MF.5.6. 

RI.MF.5.6. 

RI.AA.5.7. 

RL.CT.5.8. 

RI.CT.5.8. 

 

Primary Focus Standards: 

 

W.AW.5.1. A., B., C., D. 

W.IW.5.2. A., B., C., D., E. 

W.NW.5.3. A., B., C., D., E. 

W.WP.5.4. A., B., C., D., E. 

W.WR.5.5. 

W.SE.5.6. 

W.RW.5.7. 

Primary Focus Standards: 

 

SL.PE.5.1 A., B., C., D. 

SL.II.5.2. 

SL.ES.5.3. 

SL.PI.5.4. 

SL.UM.5.5. 

SL.AS.5.6. 

Primary Focus Standards: 

 

L.RF.5.3.  

L.RF.5.4. 

L.WF.5.2. 

L.KL.5.1. 

L.VL.5.2. 

L.VI.5.3. 

 Text Types: Fiction and 

nonfiction 

Writing Genres:  

 

Task Types: 

 

These standards are embedded 

within the writing process. 



 

 

● Extended Text: 
Possible/not limited to: 

○ Number the 

Stars by Lois 

Lowry 

● Shorter and 

supplemental texts 

depending upon length 

and complexity 
● Nonfiction Texts 

● Literature Circles 

● Interdisciplinary topics: 

World War II, The 

Holocaust, Poetry, 

Black History, 

Women’s History, 

Earth Systems 

● Research/informative  
● Routine writing within 

weekly post, 

Journaling, Google 

Classroom, 

ReadWorks, 

Achieve3000, 

Scholastic 
● Interdisciplinary 

topics: World War II, 

The Holocaust, Poetry, 

Black History, 

Women’s History, 

Earth Systems 
 

● Small and whole group 

discussions 
● Design Challenges 

● Project based learning; 

and multimedia 

● R.A.C.E responses 

● Identifying non-fiction 

text structures (sequence, 

chronological order, 

description, cause and 

effect, problem and 

solution, compare and 

contrast) 

 

Grammar skills taught based on 

student need and/or writing 

genre concepts. 

 

● Grammar skills: verb 

tenses, simple, 

progressive, perfect 

tenses, irregular verbs, 

adjectives, & adverbs 

Second Trimester Primary Focus Standards: 

RL.CR.5.1. 

RI.CR.5.1 

RL.CI.5.2. 

RI.CI.5.2. 

RL.IT.5.3. 

RI.IT.5.3. 

RL.TS.5.4. 

RI.TS.5.4. 

RL.PP.5.5. 

RI.PP.5.5. 

RL.MF.5.6. 

RI.MF.5.6. 

RI.AA.5.7. 

RL.CT.5.8. 

RI.CT.5.8. 

Primary Focus Standards: 

W.AW.5.1. A., B., C., D. 

W.IW.5.2. A., B., C., D., E. 

W.NW.5.3. A., B., C., D., E. 

W.WP.5.4. A., B., C., D., E. 

W.WR.5.5. 

W.SE.5.6. 

W.RW.5.7. 

Primary Focus Standards: 

SL.PE.5.1 A., B., C., D. 

SL.II.5.2. 

SL.ES.5.3. 

SL.PI.5.4. 

SL.UM.5.5. 

SL.AS.5.6. 

 

Primary Focus Standards: 

L.RF.5.3.  

L.RF.5.4. 

L.WF.5.2. 

L.KL.5.1. 

L.VL.5.2. 

L.VI.5.3. 



 

 Text Types: Fiction and 

nonfiction 

 

● Extended Texts, 
Literature Circles, 

Battle of the Books:  

○ Holes by Louis 

Sachar 

○ Dog Called 

Kitty by Bill 

Wallace 

○ The Door in 

the Lake by 

Nancy Butts 

○ Tarot Says 

Beware by 

Betsy Byars 

○ Sign of the 

Beaver by 

Elizabeth 

George Speare 

○ The Wish 

Giver by Bill 

Brittain 

○ The 

Friendship by 

Mildred D. 

Taylor 

○ The Golden 

Cadillac by 

Mildred D. 

Taylor 

○ Riding 

Freedom by 

Pam Muñoz 

Ryan 

○ Finding Buck 

McHenry by 

Alfred Slote 

● Supplemental and 

shorter texts depending 

upon length and 

Writing Genres:  

 

● Narrative 

● Research/literary 

analysis 

● Interdisciplinary 

Topics 

● Routine writing within 

Weekly posts, 

journaling, Google 

Classroom, 

ReadWorks, 

Scholastic, 

Achieve3000 

● Focuses in: space, 

current events, 

government. human 

rights 

 

Task Types: 

 

● Present in small groups and 

the whole class. 
● Design Challenges 

● Presentations 

● Literature Circle 

collaborative discussion 

These standards are embedded 

within the writing process. 

Grammar skills taught based on 

student need and/or writing 

genre concepts. 

 

● Skill application in 

context 

● Grammar skills: 

Pronouns (relative, 

possessive, 

demonstrative) 

● Idiomatic language 

● Compare and contrast 

the varieties of English 

(dialects, registers) 

https://www.thriftbooks.com/a/mildred-d-taylor/198034/
https://www.thriftbooks.com/a/mildred-d-taylor/198034/
https://www.thriftbooks.com/a/mildred-d-taylor/198034/
https://www.thriftbooks.com/a/mildred-d-taylor/198034/


 

complexity 

● Interdisciplinary 

Topics: space, current 

events, government, 

human rights 

 

Supplemental Resources/ 

Technology: 

● Blooket 

● Quizlet 

● CommonLit 

● Quizziz 

● StoryLine Online 

● ReadWorks 

● Pixton 

● Esti-Mysteries 

● Gimkit 

● TPT 

● EdPuzzle 

 



 

Third Trimester Primary Focus Standards: Primary Focus Standards: 

W.AW.5.1. A., B., C., D. 

W.IW.5.2. A., B., C., D., E. 

W.NW.5.3. A., B., C., D., E. 

W.WP.5.4. A., B., C., D., E. 

W.WR.5.5. 

W.SE.5.6. 

W.RW.5.7. 

Primary Focus Standards: 

SL.PE.5.1 A., B., C., D. 

SL.II.5.2. 

SL.ES.5.3. 

SL.PI.5.4. 

SL.UM.5.5. 

SL.AS.5.6. 

 

Primary Focus Standards: 

L.RF.5.3.  

L.RF.5.4. 

L.WF.5.2. 

L.KL.5.1. 

L.VL.5.2. 

L.VI.5.3. 

 

 

 

 

 

RL.CR.5.1. 

RI.CR.5.1 

RL.CI.5.2. 

RI.CI.5.2. 

RL.IT.5.3. 

RI.IT.5.3. 

RL.TS.5.4. 

RI.TS.5.4. 

RL.PP.5.5. 

RI.PP.5.5. 

RL.MF.5.6. 

RI.MF.5.6. 

RI.AA.5.7. 

RL.CT.5.8. 

RI.CT.5.8. 

 

 

 
 
 

Text Types: fiction and 

nonfiction 

 

● 1 Extended Text 

Possible/not limited to:  

○ When You 

Reach Me 

● Shorter and 

supplemental texts 

depending upon length 

and complexity 

● Interdisciplinary 

Topics: matter, 

economy, human rights 
 

Supplemental Resources/ 

Technology: 

● Blooket 

● Quizlet 

● CommonLit 

● Quizziz 

● StoryLine Online 

● ReadWorks 

● Pixton 

● Esti-Mysteries 

● Gimkit 

Writing Genres: 

 

● Research/Informative 

and Explanatory 
● Interdisciplinary 

Topics 
● Routine Writing 

within weekly posts, 

journaling, Google 

Classroom, 

ReadWorks, 

Achieve3000 
 

Task Types: 

 

● Debates 
● Present in small groups 

and to whole class 
● Dialect & prosody in 

cultural texts, poetry, 

These standards are embedded 

within the writing process. 

Grammar skills taught based on 

student need and/or writing 

genre concepts. 

 

● Skill application in 

context 

● Grammar skills: 

capitalization, 

punctuation, & spelling 

● Greek and Latin affixes 



 

● TPT 

● EdPuzzle 

 

 
 
 
 

Grade 5 

Reading Domain Standards Reading Student Learning Objectives: 

RL.CR.5.1. Quote accurately from a 

literary text when explaining what the text 

says explicitly and make relevant 

connections when drawing inferences from 

the text. 

 

RI.CR.5.1. Quote accurately from an 

informational text when explaining what 

the text says explicitly and make relevant 

connections when drawing inferences 

from the text. 

● Read texts closely (questioning, determining importance, looking for 

patterns) to make meaning of what was read 
● Make personal connections, make connections to other texts, and/or make 

global connections when relevant  
● Use quotes or references from a text when explaining what the text says 

explicitly and/or when explaining inferences drawn from the text 

RL.CI.5.2. Determine the theme of a 

literary text (e.g., stories, plays or poetry) 

and explain how it is supported by key 

details; summarize the text. 

RI.CI.5.2. Determine the central idea of 

an informational text and explain how it 

is supported by key details; summarize 

the text. 

● Determine and analyze the theme and central idea of a text 

● Identify details to support the main idea 

● Identify at least two main ideas in informational texts 

● Explain how the author supports main ideas in informational text with key 

details 

RL.IT.5.3. Analyze the impact of two or 

more individuals and events throughout the 

course of a text, comparing and contrasting 

two or more characters, settings, or events 

in a story or drama, drawing on specific 

textual evidence (e.g., how characters 

interact). 

RI.IT.5.3. Analyze the impact of two or 

more individuals and events throughout 

the course of a text, explaining the 

relationships or interactions between two 

or more individuals, events, ideas, or 

concepts in a historical, scientific, or 

technical text based on specific evidence 

in the text. 

● During literature circles, analyze the events and characters  through a 

Holocaust study 

● Analyze the impact of two or more individuals and events throughout the 

course of a text 

RL.TS.5.4. Explain how a series of 

chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to 

provide the overall structure of a particular 

story, drama, or poem. 

RI.TS.5.4. Compare and contrast the 

overall structure (e.g., chronology, 

comparison, cause/effect, 

problem/solution) of events, ideas, 

concepts, or information in two or more 

texts. 

● Explain how the text organization (i.e.: chapters, scenes, stanzas, concepts, 

ideas, events) fit into the overall structure of a text 

RL.PP.5.5. Describe how a narrator’s or 

speaker’s point of view influences how 

RI.PP.5.5. Analyze multiple accounts of 

the same event or topic, noting important 
 

● Identify the narrator’s point of view 



 

events are described, and how that may 

influence the reader’s interpretation. 

similarities and differences in the point 

of view they represent and how that may 

influence the reader’s interpretation. 

● Explain how the point of view impacts the events in the text 

RL.MF.5.6. Analyze how visual and 

multimedia elements contribute to the 

meaning, tone, or beauty of a text (e.g., 

graphic novel, multimedia presentation of 

fiction, folktale, myth, poem). 

RI.MF.5.6. Interpret information 

presented visually, orally, or 

quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, 

diagrams, timelines, animations, or 

interactive elements on web pages) and 

explain how the information contributes 

to an understanding of the text in which 

it appears. 

● Synthesize information from multiple sources 
● Use media efficiently to answer questions and to solve problems  
● Explain how visuals add to the argument, provides evidence, shows a trend, 

or clarifies a complex idea 

 RI.AA.5.7. Explain how an author uses 

reasons and evidence to support 

particular points in a text, identifying 

which reasons and evidence support 

which point(s). 

● Identify the points or claims an author makes in a text 
● Identify reasons and evidence for those points or claims 
● Prove each point with evidence from the text 
● Explain how an author uses proof to support a point in the text 

RL.CT.5.8. Compare and contrast the 

authors’ approaches across two or more 

literary texts within the same genre or 

about the same or similar topics. 

RI.CT.5.8. Compare and contrast the 

authors’ approaches across two or more 

informational texts within the same 

genre or about texts on the same or 

similar topics.   

● Analyze how culture shapes individual and community perspectives 

and points of view 

● Determine the author’s purpose for writing  

Writing Domain Standards   Writing Student Learning Objectives: 

W.AW.5.1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with 

reasons and information.  

A. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational 

structure in which ideas are logically grouped to support the writer’s purpose. 

B. Provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and details from 

text(s), quote directly from text when appropriate. 

C. Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., 

consequently, specifically). 

D. Provide a conclusion related to the opinion presented. 

 
● Organize text by using a specific organizational structure (i.e.: cause/effect 

chronological order, etc) 
● Group supporting details to support the writer’s purpose 
● Introduce a topic or text clearly 
● State an opinion to be supported with evidence 
● Organize ideas into a specific structure in which ideas are logically grouped 

to support the writer's purpose 
● Logically order reasons that are supported by facts and details 
● Quote directly from text when appropriate 
● Create an opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., 

consequently, specifically) 
● Write a conclusion that supports the opinion presented 

W.IW.5.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas 

and information clearly. 

● Produce writing that is clear and understandable to the reader 
● Unpack writing  tasks (type of writing assignment)  
● Unpack writing purpose (the writer’s designated reason for writing)  



 

A. Introduce a topic clearly to provide a focus and group related information 

logically; include text features such as headings, illustrations, and multimedia 

when useful to aid in comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 

information and examples related to the topic. 

C. Link ideas within paragraphs and sections of information using words, 

phrases, and clauses (e.g., in contrast, especially). 

D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or 

explain the topic. 

E. Provide a conclusion related to the information of explanation presented. 

● Focus the organization and development of a topic to reflect the task and 

purpose 
● Write a thesis statement to focus the writing 
● Develop a conclusion that connects the main points  

W.NW.5.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 

effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

A. Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or 

characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. 

B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, description, and pacing, to develop 

experiences and events or show the responses of characters to situations. 

C. Use a variety of transitional words, phrases, and clauses to manage the 

sequence of events. 

D. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and 

events precisely. 

E. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 

● Practice revising and editing skills 
● Change word choice and sentence structure in  writing to strengthen the 

piece 
● Use and create a variety of graphic organizers (story frames, story 

mountains, story maps) to assist with developing a plan for writing  
● Recognize spelling, grammar, and punctuation errors 
● Employ strategies for correcting errors with assistance (conferences, check 

sheets, peer editing, utilizing rubrics)  
● Utilize transitions to connect ideas  

● Write coherent narratives that include all the components  

W.WP.5.4. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

A. Consider audience, purpose, and intent before writing. 

B. Plan appropriately to use specialized, topic-specific language appropriate for 

the audience, purpose and subject matter. 

C. Consider writing as a process, including self-evaluation, revision and editing. 

D. With adult and peer feedback, and digital or print tools such as a dictionary, 

thesaurus, and/or spell checker, evaluate whether the writing achieved its goal 

and make changes in content or form as necessary. 

E. After initial drafting, expand, combine, and reduce sentences for meaning, 

audience, and style. 

● Use digital tools to collaborate on written works 
● Ask for guidance when appropriate 
● Use technology for producing and publishing writing, and collaborating 

with others 

W.WR.5.5. Establish a central idea about a topic, investigation, issue or event and use ● Research a topic through investigation of the topic  



 

several sources to support the proposed central idea. ● Explore a topic in greater detail by developing a research question that 

helps bring focus to the topic 
● Gather information from multiple sources to support a topic 
● Select relevant information from texts to support main ideas or claims 

 

W.SE.5.6. Gather relevant information from multiple valid and reliable print and digital 

sources; summarize or paraphrase information in notes and finished work, making note 

of any similarities and differences among ideas presented; and provide a list of sources. 

● Produce numerous pieces of writing over various time frames 
● Develop skills in research including Works Cited  
● Reflect on the choices made while writing 
● Reflect on and revise writing 
● Develop a topic related to the content area they are writing about to reflect 

task, audience, and purpose 

W.RW.5.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research and revision) 

and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, 

and audiences. 

 

● Produce numerous informal and formal pieces of writing over various time 

frames 

Speaking and Listening  Domain Standards   Speaking and Listening Student Learning Objectives: 

SL.PE.5.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 

groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on 

others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

A. Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information 

known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

B. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 

C. Pose and respond to specific questions by making comments that contribute to 

the discussion and elaborate on the remarks of others. 

D. Review the key ideas expressed and draw conclusions in light of information 

and knowledge gained from the discussions. 

● Use previous knowledge to expand discussions about a topic 
● Engage in conversations about grade-appropriate topics and texts 
●  Participate in a variety of rich, structured conversations 
●  Engage as part of a whole class, in small groups, and with a partner, 

sharing the roles of participant, leader, and observer 
 

SL.II.5.2. Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse 

media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally). 

● Provide a detailed summary in various formats  
● Speak for a variety of purposes 
● Distinguish between formal and informal discourse 
● Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks  

SL.ES.5.3. Summarize the points a speaker makes and explain how each claim is 

supported by reasons and evidence. 

● Apply critical thinking skills by evaluating the strength and relevance of the 

evidence, distinguishing between fact and opinion 

●  identify logical reasoning or fallacies, and consider alternative viewpoints 



 

or counterarguments. 

SL.PI.5.4. Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically 

and using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or 

themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

● Engage in collaborative conversations (such as book groups, literature 

circles, partner reading), and develop skills in active (close) listening and 

group discussion (looking at the speaker, turn taking, linking ideas to the 

speaker’s idea, sharing the floor, etc) 
 

SL.UM.5.5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound) and visual displays 

in presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or themes. 

● Create Google Slide, PowerPoint, or Prezi\ presentations to express main 

ideas and themes.  

SL.AS.5.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, using formal English when 

appropriate to task and situation. 

● Demonstrate critical thinking by analyzing the audience, purpose, and 

setting to determine the most effective language, tone, and structure; 

● Evaluate when formal or informal language is appropriate; and reflect on 

feedback to improve communication strategies. 

 Language Domain Standards   Language Student Learning Objectives: 

Phonics and Word Recognition 

L.RF.5.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding 

and encoding words; use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, 

syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately 

unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out of context. 

 
● Identify the tense of verbs 
● Conjugate verbs using the perfect verb tenses   
● Accurately read unfamiliar multisyllabic words both in and out of 

context.  
● Spell grade-appropriate words correctly 

Fluency 

L.RF.5.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

A. Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 

B. Read grade-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression. 

C. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, 

rereading as necessary 

● Demonstrate accuracy by reading words correctly (decoding skills, 

correct pronunciation, minimal substitutions/omissions). 

● Demonstrate fluency by reading at an appropriate pace, with phrasing 

and intonation that matches meaning. 

● Show comprehension skills by  explaining what you’ve read. 

● Use the DRA to measure  

 



 

Sentence Composition (Grammar, Syntax, and Punctuation) 

L.WF.5.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of writing, including those listed 

under grade four foundational skills. 

A. Avoid fragments, run-ons and rambling sentences, and comma splices. 

B. Maintain consistency in verb tense; place phrases and clauses; choose between 

adjectives and adverbs. 

C. Ensure agreement between subject and verb and between pronoun and 

antecedent. 

D. Distinguish between frequently confused words. 

E. Use idiomatic language and choose words for effect; use punctuating for 

meaning and effect. 

F. Use punctuation to separate items in a series; use commas in a series of 

phrases or clauses. 

G. Use a comma to separate an introductory element from the rest of the 

sentence; use a comma to set off the words yes and no (e.g., Yes, thank you), 

to set off a tag question from the rest of the sentence (e.g., It’s true, isn’t it?), 

and to indicate direct address (e.g., Is that you, Emma?). 

H. Spell grade appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. 

● Decipher the meanings of words and phrases by using sentence context 
● Identify the purpose and use of glossaries and dictionaries 
● Determine the structure of glossaries and dictionaries 
● Use both print and digital glossaries and dictionaries to define and clarify 

words` 
● Outline comma rules for setting off introductory words and phrases, the 

words yes and no, tag questions, and direct address 
● Identify introductory words and phrases 
● Separate an introductory element from the rest of the sentence by using 

commas 
● Spell grade-appropriate words correctly 
● Use references as needed to aid in spelling 

L.KL.5.1. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 

reading, or listening. 

A. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-

specific words and phrases. 

B. Expand, combine, and reduce sentences for meaning, reader/listener interest, 

and style. 

C. Compare and contrast the varieties of English (e.g., dialects, registers) used in 

stories, dramas, or poems. 

 

● Find the similarities and differences in the structure of two or more texts  
● Identify sentences in writing that need revision 
● Revise writing by expanding, combining, and reducing sentences 
● Determine similarities and differences in the presentation of English used in 

stories 



 

L.VL.5.2. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 

academic and domain-specific words and phrases based on grade 5 reading and 

content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

A. Use context (e.g., cause/effect relationships and comparisons in text) as a clue 

to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to 

the meaning of a word (e.g., photograph, photosynthesis). 

C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both 

print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise 

meaning of key words and phrases. 

● Decipher the meanings of words and phrases by using sentence context 

● Identify the purpose and use of glossaries and dictionaries 

● Use both print and digital glossaries and dictionaries to define and clarify 

words 

● Determine the meaning of commonly used prefixes and suffixes 

● Separate a base word from the prefix or suffix 

● Use the definition of known prefixes and suffixes to define new words 

● Identify root words in unknown words 

● Use Greek and Latin affixes to aid in defining unknown words 

● Identify the purpose and use of glossaries and dictionaries 

● Determine the structure of glossaries and dictionaries 

L.VI.5.3. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 

nuances in word meanings. 

A. Interpret figurative language, including similes and metaphors, in context. 

B. Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs. 

C. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonyms, antonyms, 

homographs) to better understand each of the words. 

● Identify and use similes and metaphors in text 
● Infer the meaning of simple similes and metaphors  
● Identify idioms, adages, and proverbs in text 
● Explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs 
● Determine synonyms and antonyms of words to show meaning 
● Identify and explain the difference in meanings in related words, like 

homographs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessments 

Formative, Summative, Benchmark, and Alternative  



 

 

Students can demonstrate competency with tasks such as: 

● Unit assessments may include but not limited to tests, quizzes, and projects  

● Constructing spoken and written explanations 

● Response/Exit Tickets 

● Engaging in evidence-based discussion 

● Reflecting on their own understanding 

● Student Growth Assessments 

○ Beginning of Year Benchmark 

○ Mid Year Benchmark  

○ End of Year Benchmark  

● MAP 

● Student Portfolios 

● STEAM projects 

● Design Challenges 

● Oral Presentations  

● Problem Based Learning projects  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Differentiation Strategies 

Students with Disabilities/ Students at Risk of School Failure 



 

(For students with disabilities, appropriate accommodations, instructional adaptations, and/or modifications should be determined by the IEP or 504 team) 

 
 (content, process, product and learning environment) 

 
Accommodations for Classroom 

● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 

● Ask students to restate information, directions, and assignments. 

● Give repetition and practice exercises 

● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 

● Give extended time to complete class work 

● Provide copy of class notes  

● Determine if preferential seating would be beneficial 

● Provide access to a computer 

● Provide copies of textbooks for home 

● Provide access to digital media, as available and appropriate 

● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 

● Provide oral reminders and check student work during independent work time 

● Assist student with long and short term planning of assignments 

● Encourage student to proofread assignments and tests 

● Provide regular parent/school communication 

● Reading response aloud to student 

 
Accommodations for Homework and Assignments 

● Provide extended time to complete assignments 

● Break down assignments 

● Provide the student with clearly stated (written) expectations and grading criteria for assignments 
 

 
Accommodations for Assessments 

● Provide extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 

● Provide alternate setting as needed 

● Restate, reread, and clarify directions/questions 

● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 

● Establish procedures for accommodations /modifications for assessments 

● Breaking down and chunking assignments 

● Provide manipulative examples 

 



 

 

 

Differentiation for English Language Learners 

(content, process, product and learning environment) 

Accommodations for Classroom 

● Provide alternate ways for the student to respond (verbal/pictographic answers instead of written) 

● Substitute a hands-on activity or use of different media in projects for a written activity 

● Provide word banks / word walls 

● Prepare and distribute advance notes 

● Provide model sentence frames and sentence starters for both oral responses and written responses 

● Provide additional time to complete assessments and assignments 

● Model and use gestures to aid in understanding 

● Model tasks by giving one or two examples before releasing students to work independently  

● Present instructions both verbally and visually 

● Simplify written and verbal instructions 

● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 

● Provide repetition and practice 

● Model skills/techniques to be mastered  

● Give examples/exemplars  

● Reading response aloud to student 

Accommodations for Homework/Assignments 

● Provide Native Language Translation (peer, online assistive technology, translation device, bilingual dictionary) 

● Provide extended time for assignment completion as needed 

● Highlight key vocabulary 

● Use graphic organizers 

Accommodations for Assessments 

● Provide extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 

● Restate, reread, and clarify directions/questions 

● Provide word banks / word walls when applicable 

● Establish procedures for accommodations /modifications for assessments 

 



 

 

Gifted and Talented 

(content, process, product and learning environment) 

Accommodations for Classroom 

● Set individual goals. 

● Encourage creative expression by allowing students to choose how to explore a problem 

● Invite students to explore points of view 

● Allow team-teaching opportunities and collaboration 

● Varied levels of reading text 

● Enriched hands on center that students can explore independently 

● Use Higher-Level Questioning Techniques 

● Provide leadership opportunities in groups 

● Allow opportunities to analyze and evaluate materials 

● Design surveys to generate and analyze data to be used in discussion 

 

Accommodations for Homework/Assignments 

● Provide assessments at a higher level of thinking 

● Allow students to pursue independent projects based on their individual interests 

● Conduct research and provide presentation of appropriate topics  

 

Integration of 21st Century Skills 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills  

 

Rapid advancements in technology and subsequent changes in the economy have created opportunities for individuals to compete and connect on a global scale. In this 

increasingly diverse and complex world, the successful entrepreneur or employee must not only possess the requisite education for specific industry pathways but also 

employability skills necessary to collaborate with others and manage resources effectively in order to establish and maintain stability and independence. This document outlines 

concepts and skills necessary for New Jersey’s students to thrive in an ever-changing world. Intended for integration throughout all K–12 academic and technical content areas, 

the New Jersey Student Learning Standards- Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills (NJSLS-CLKS) provides the framework for students to learn the concepts, skills, 

and practices essential to the successful navigation of career exploration and preparation, personal finances and digital literacy.  

 

Mission  

Career readiness, life literacies, and key skills education provides students with the necessary skills to make informed career and financial decisions, engage as responsible 

community members in a digital society, and to successfully meet the challenges and opportunities in an interconnected global economy.  

 



 

Vision  

An education in career readiness, life literacies, and key skills fosters a population that:  

● Continually self-reflects and seeks to improve the essential life and career practices that lead to success;  

● Uses effective communication and collaboration skills and resources to interact with a global society;  

● Possesses financial literacy and responsibility at home and in the broader community;  

● Plans, executes, and alters career goals in response to changing societal and economic conditions; and  

● Seeks to attain skill and content mastery to achieve success in a chosen career path. 

 

Creativity and Innovation  

Creativity includes the use of a wide range of idea-creation techniques (such as brainstorming) to generate new and worthwhile ideas (both incremental and radical concepts). 

Additionally, within creativity, flexibility is evident through the elaboration, refinement, analysis and evaluation of ideas in order to maximize creative efforts. Originality and 

inventiveness in work may also be evident while understanding the real-world limits to adopting new ideas. Failure is viewed as an opportunity to learn and adapt as well as 

understand that creativity and innovation is a long-term, cyclical process of small successes and frequent mistakes. 

 

● Collaboration with individuals with diverse perspectives can result in new 

ways of thinking and/or innovative solutions.  

● Curiosity and willingness to try new ideas (intellectual risk taking) 

contributes to the development of creativity and innovation.  

● 9.4.5.CI.1: Use appropriate communication technologies to collaborate with 

individuals with diverse perspectives about a local and/or global climate 

change issue and deliberate about possible solutions (e.g., W.4.6, 

3.MD.B.3,7.1.NM.IPERS.6).  

● 9.4.5.CI.2: Investigate a persistent local or global issue, such as climate 

change, and collaborate with individuals with diverse perspectives to 

improve upon current actions designed to address the issue (e.g., 

6.3.5.CivicsPD.3, W.5.7). 

 

Critical Thinking and Problem-solving  

Critical thinking involves the ability to use various types of reasoning as appropriate to the situation. Essential to critical thinking is systems thinking, which analyzes how parts 

of a whole interact together to produce outcomes. Critical thinking also includes making judgements and decisions by analyzing evidence, claims, points of view then 

communicating the interpretation of both the information and conclusions based on the best analysis. In tandem with critical thinking, problem solving involves the ability to 

generate and execute a solution to a problem. Problem solving occurs through one’s use of initiative and flexibility to use trial and error to solve a problem until a successful 

solution is found. 

 

● The ability to solve problems effectively begins with gathering data, seeking 

resources, and applying critical thinking skills.  

● 9.4.5.CT.1: Identify and gather relevant data that will aid in the problem-

solving process (e.g., 2.1.5.EH.4, 4-ESS3-1, 6.3.5.CivicsPD.2).  

● 9.4.5.CT.2: Identify a problem and list the types of individuals and 

resources (e.g., school, community agencies, governmental, online) that can 

aid in solving the problem (e.g., 2.1.5.CHSS.1, 4-ESS3-1).  

● 9.4.5.CT.3: Describe how digital tools and technology may be used to solve 

problems.  

● 9.4.5.CT.4: Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies to 

different types of problems such as personal, academic, community and 



 

global (e.g., 6.1.5.CivicsCM.3). 

 

 

Digital Citizenship 

● Intellectual property rights exist to protect the original works of individuals. 

It is allowable to use other people’s ideas in one’s own work provided that 

proper credit is given to the original source.  

●  Sending and receiving copies of media on the internet creates the 

opportunity for unauthorized use of data, such as personally owned video, 

photos, and music. 

● Digital identities must be managed in order to create a positive digital 

footprint.  

● Digital tools have positively and negatively changed the way people interact 

socially.  

● Digital engagement can improve the planning and delivery of climate 

change actions. 

● 9.4.5.DC.1: Explain the need for and use of copyrights.  

● 9.4.5.DC.2: Provide attribution according to intellectual property rights 

guidelines using public domain or creative commons media.  

● 9.4.5.DC.3: Distinguish between digital images that can be reused freely 

and those that have copyright restrictions. 

● 9.4.5.DC.4: Model safe, legal, and ethical behavior when using online or 

offline technology (e.g., 8.1.5.NI.2). 

● 9.4.5.DC.5: Identify the characteristics of a positive and negative online 

identity and the lasting implications of online activity. 

● 9.4.5.DC.6: Compare and contrast how digital tools have changed social 

interactions (e.g., 8.1.5.IC.1).  

● 9.4.5.DC.7: Explain how posting and commenting in social spaces can have 

positive or negative consequences. 

● 9.4.5.DC.8: Propose ways local and global communities can engage 

digitally to participate in and promote climate action (e.g., 6.3.5.GeoHE.1).  

 

Global and Cultural Awareness 

● Culture and geography can shape an individual’s experiences and 

perspectives.  

● 9.4.5.GCA.1: Analyze how culture shapes individual and community 

perspectives and points of view (e.g., 1.1.5.C2a, RL.5.9, 

6.1.5.HistoryCC.8).  
 

 


