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                               Curricular Framework English Language Arts for Essex Fells School 1st Grade (updated September 2025) 

 
Pacing 

Guide 

Reading Writing Speaking and Listening Language 

        DISTRICT AND STATE MANDATED PRE-ASSESSMENT & BASELINE ASSESSMENTS      

● SEPT/OCT - BASELINE ASSESSMENTS 

● JAN/FEB - MIDYEAR ASSESSMENTS 

● MAY/JUNE - POST ASSESSMENTS      

First 

Trimester 

 

Primary Focus Standards:  

 

RL.CR.1.1 

RI.AA.1.7 

RL.IT.1.3 

RI.CI.1.2 

RL.MF.1.6 

L.KL.1.1 

RL.CI.1.2 

L.KL.1.1, L.VL.1.2, L.VI.1.3 

L.KL.1.1, L.VI.1.3 

SL.PI.1.4 

 

 

 

 

 

Primary Focus Standards: 

 

W.NW.1.3 

W.WR.1.5 

W.IW.1.2 

 

Creativity and Innovation: 

9.4.2.CI.1 

9.4.2.CI.2 

 

Critical Thinking/Problem Solving: 

9.4.2.CT.1                   9.4.2.CT.2 

9.4.2.CT.3 

 

Digital Citizenship: 

9.4.2.DC.1                9.4.2.DC.2 

9.4.2.DC.3               9.4.2.DC.6 

Primary Focus Standards: 

 

SL.PE.1.1 A, B, C 

SL.II.1.2 

SL.ES.1.3 

SL.PI.1.4 

SL.UM.1.5 

SL.AS.1.6 

 

Primary Focus Standards: 

 

L.KL.1.1  

L.VL.1.2 A, B 

L.VI.1.3 A, B, C, D, E 

L.RF.1.1 

L.RF.1.2 A B 

 Text Type: (fiction and realistic 

fiction, non-fiction leveled, )   

 

● Guided Reading-leveled texts 
● Author Studies-Reading 

Responses (Kevin Henkes 

and Robert Munsch) 

● Learning Centers-hands on 

activities (small group and 

independent) 

● Poetry-identify skill (phonics) 

Writing Genre:   

 

● Journaling   
● Distinguish between 

Narrative and Expository 

Texts (BATS, Stellaluna) 

● Identify Beginning, Middle, 

End- (The Biggest Pumpkin 

Ever, The Big Pumpkin) 

● Themed based Writing 

Prompts 

Task Types: 

: 

 

● Small and whole group 

discussions  
● Presentation-Pumpkin Pals 

●  Story share 

● Think-pair-share 

● Reading Group discussions 

 

These standards are embedded within the 

writing process 

 

● FUNdations letter formation 

review and application. 

● Grammar lessons-naming 

words, word order, telling and 

asking sentences 

● Grammar workbook lessons 

● Learning Centers-hands on 

activities (small group and 

http://w.nw/
http://w.wr/
http://9.4.2.ci/
http://9.4.2.ct/
http://9.4.2.dc/
http://9.4.2.dc/
http://l.vi/
http://l.rf/
http://l.rf/
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and written response 

● Spelling Sentence dictation 

● FUNdations Daily lessons 

(Units 1-4) tile boards, dry 

erase boards, notebooks-cvc 

words (blending 3-4 sounds), 

digraphs, bonus letters, /all/, 

abc order 

● Word of the Day 

● DRA3 

● Trick word entry list 

 

Supplemental Resources/Technology: 

● RAZ Kids 

● Versatiles 

● Scholastic News/Science Spi 

● (thematic/interdisciplinary) 

● Daily read aloud-Mercy 

Watson series 

● IXL 

● Seasonal poems 

● Personal Narratives (Summer 

writing, Favorite Fall 

Activity) 

● Cross-Curricular Writing 

assignments (SS/Science) 

 

○  

 

 

 

 

independent) 

● Journaling 

● Tapping sounds for unfamiliar 

words. 

● Free writing 

● Interdisciplinary connections 

across all subject areas 

● Real-world connections, civic 

responsibility multicultural 

viewpoints 

              

 

Unit 2 

(2-3 months) 

 

Primary Focus Standards: 

 

RL.CR.1.1                   RL.CI.1.2 

RL.IT.1.3                    RL.TS.1.4 

RL.MF.1.6                  RL.CT.1.8 

RL.CI.1.2                    L.KL.1.1 A 

L.KL.1.1                     L.VL.1.2 A–B 

L.KL.1.1                      L.VI.1.3 

RI.CI.1.2                    RL.PP.1.5 

 

Primary Focus Standards: 

W.NW.1.3                 W.WR.1.5 

W.WR.1.6                 W.WR.1.8 

 

Civic Responsibility: 

9.1.2.CR1                     9.1.2.CR2 

 

Performance Expectations: 

9.1.2.PB.1 

 

Global and Cultural Awareness: 

9.4.2.GCA:1 

 

Creativity and Innovation: 

9.4.2.CI.1                 9.4.2.CI.2 

 

Critical Thinking/Problem Solving: 

Primary Focus Standards: 

 

SL.PE.1.1 A, B, C 

SL.II.1.2 

SL.ES.1.3 

SL.PI.1.4 

SL.UM.1.5 

SL.AS.1.6 

 

Primary Focus Standards: 

L.KL.1.1  

L.VL.1.2 A, B 

L.VI.1.3 A, B, C, D, E 

 

 

http://rl.cr/
http://rl.it/
http://rl.mf/
http://rl.ci/
http://l.kl/
http://l.kl/
http://l.vi/
http://ri.ci/
http://rl.pp/
http://w.nw/
http://w.wr/
http://9.4.2.ci/
http://l.vi/
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9.4.2.CT.1                     9.4.2.CT.2 

9.4.2.CT.3 

Digital Citizenship: 

9.4.2.DC.1                   9.4.2.DC.2 

9.4.2.DC.3                  9.4.2.DC.6 

  

 

 

● Guided Reading-leveled texts 
● Author Studies-Reading 

Responses (Tomie DePaola) 

● Learning Centers-hands on 

activities (small group and 

independent) 

● Poetry Notebooks-identify 

skill and written response 

● Spelling Sentence dictation 

● FUNdations Daily lessons 

(Units 5-6)-tile boards, dry 

erase boards, notebooks: 

bonus letters, glued sounds, 

blends 

● Word of the Day 

●  

Supplemental Resources/Technology: 

● RAZ Kids 

● Versatiles 

● Scholastic News/Science Spin 

(thematic/interdisciplinary) 

● Daily read aloudFantastic 

Mr. Fox, George’s Marvelous 

Medicine 

● IXL 

Writing Genre:   

 

● Journaling   
● Identify Beginning, Middle, 

End-BME Diamond graphic 

organizer  

● Sequencing-transition words 

(Turkey Trouble, The Great 

Turkey Race, The Amazing 

Turkey Rescue, The 

Gingerbread Man) 

● Pillar-non-fiction writing 

graphic organizer 

● Themed based Writing 

Prompts (Thanksgiving is an 

American Holiday, Winter 

celebrations, If I were 

President…) 

● Identifying story elements 

(Character, setting, problem, 

solution-Splat the Cat 

Christmas) 

● Cross-Curricular Writing 

assignments (SS/Science) 

 

 

 

 

 

Task Types: 

● Small and whole group 

discussions. 

● Think-pair-share 

● Center collaboration 

● Reading group discussions 

● Sharing Gingerbread 

disguise projects 

● Discussion of special 

holiday celebrations  

These standards are embedded within the 

writing process 

● FUNdations  

● Grammar lessons-capitalizing 

important names for people, 

places, months, days of the week 

● Grammar workbook lessons 

● Learning Centers-hands on 

activities (small group and 

independent) 

● Journaling for skills’ application 

● Tapping sounds for unfamiliar 

words. 

● Free writing 

● Spelling sentence dictation 

● Interdisciplinary connections 

across all subject areas 

● Real-world connections, civic 

responsibility, multicultural 

viewpoints 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://9.4.2.ct/
http://9.4.2.dc/
http://9.4.2.dc/
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● Seasonal poems 

 

 

 

 

Unit 3 

2-4 months) 
Primary Focus Standards: 

 

RL.CR.1.1.          L.VI.1.3 

RL.CI.1.2            RF.1.2.B 

RL.IT.1.3.           RL.TS.1.4 

RI.AA.1.7           RF.1.1 

RL.CI.1.2           RL.CT.1.8 

RL.MF.1.6 

Primary Focus Standards: 

 

W.NW.1.3.A            W.NW.1.3.B 

W.WP.1.4.A            W.WR.1.5 

 

Civic Responsibility: 

9.1.2.CR1                 9.1.2.CR2 

 

Performance Expectations: 

9.1.2.PB.1 

 

Global and Cultural Awareness: 

9.4.2.GCA:1 

 

Creativity and Innovation: 

9.4.2.CI.1                 9.4.2.CI.2 

 

Critical Thinking and Problem 

Solving: 

9.4.2.CT.1                     9.4.2.CT.2 

9.4.2.CT.3 

 

Digital Citizenship: 

9.4.2.DC.1                   9.4.2.DC.2 

9.4.2.DC.3                  9.4.2.DC.6 

Primary Focus Standards: 

 

Primary Focus Standards: 

SL.1.1 A, B, C 

SL.1.2 

SL.1.3 

SL.1.4 

SL.1.5 

SL.1.6 

Primary Focus Standards: 

 

L.KL.1.1 

L.VL.1.2 A, B 

L.VI.1.3 A, B, C, D 

L.RF.1.4 A, B, C 

http://rl.cr/
http://rl.ci/
http://rl.it/
http://rl.ts/
http://ri.aa/
http://rl.ci/
http://rl.ct/
http://w.nw/
http://w.nw/
http://w.wp/
http://9.4.2.ci/
http://9.4.2.ct/
http://9.4.2.dc/
http://9.4.2.dc/
http://l.kl/
http://l.vl/
http://l.vi/
http://l.rf/
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● Guided Reading-leveled texts 
● Reading Responses  

● Learning Centers-hands on 

activities (small group and 

independent) 

● Poetry Notebooks-identify 

skill and written response 

● Spelling Sentence dictation 

● FUNdations Daily lessons 

(Unit 7-10)-tile boards, dry 

erase boards, notebooks: 

beginning and ending blends, 

multisyllabic words, suffixes 

● Word of the Day 

 

Supplemental Resources/Technology: 

● RAZ Kids 

● Versatiles 

● Scholastic News/Science Spi 

● (thematic/interdisciplinary) 

● Daily read aloud-Holidays 

Around the World 

● IXL 

● Seasonal poems 

 

● Journaling   
● Pillar-non-fiction writing 

graphic organizer 

● Identify Characters, setting, 

problem, solution and 

sequence of events (The 

Snowy Day, It’s Winter!, 

Snowmen all Year) 

● How-To Writing-How to 

Build a Snowman, How to 

make a PB&J 

● Themed based Writing 

Prompts (New Year’s 

Resolutions, Snowmen at 

Night, MLK, President’s 

Day, Hundredth Day of 

School) 

● Small moment stories 

● Cross-Curricular Writing 

assignments (SS/Science) 

 

Task type: 

●  Small and whole group 

discussions. 
● Think-pair-share 
● Center collaboration 
●  Shared reading 

● Reading Group discussions 

These standards are embedded within the 

writing process 

● FUNdations  

● Grammar lessons-beginning and 

end punctuation 

● Identifying nouns, verbs and 

adjectives 

● Grammar workbook lessons 

● Learning Centers-hands on 

activities (small group and 

independent) 

● Journaling for skills’ application 

● Tapping sounds for unfamiliar 

words. 

● Free writing 

● Spelling sentence dictation 

● Interdisciplinary connections 

across all subject areas 

● Real-world connections, civic 

responsibility, multicultural 

viewpoints 

Unit 4 

(2-4 months) 

 

Primary Focus Standards: 

RL.CI.1.2              RI.PP.1.5 

RL.MF.1.6            RL.CT.1.8 

RF.1.2.A–D           RF.1.3.A–G 

RF.1.4.A–C          RI.MF.1.6 

RI.CT.1.8 

 

 

 

 

 

Primary Focus Standards: 

 

Primary Focus Standards: 

W.AW.1.1 

W.WP.1.4 

W.WR.1.5 

W.SE.1.6 

 

Technology Literacy: 

9.4.2.TL.1 

9.4.2.TL.2 

9.4.2.TL.6 

Primary Focus Standards: 

 

SL.1.1A,B,C, 

SL.1.2 

SL.1.3 

SL.1.4 

SL.1.5 

SL.1.6 

Primary Focus Standards: 

 

L.VL.1.2 A, B 

L.RF.1.4 B, C 

L.WF.1.3 A 
L.VI.1.3 A, B, C, D, E 

L.VL.1.2 B 

 

http://rl.ci/
http://rl.mf/
http://rl.ct/
http://ri.mf/
http://w.wr/
http://l.vl/
http://l.rf/
http://l.wf/
http://l.vi/
http://l.vl/
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 9.4.2.TL.7 

 

Creativity and Innovation: 

9.4.2.CI.1 

9.4.2.CI.2 

 

Critical Thinking and Problem 

Solving: 

9.4.2.CT.1 

9.4.2.CT.2 

9.4.2.CT.3 

 

Digital Citizenship: 

9.4.2.DC.1 

9.4.2.DC.2 

9.4.2.DC.3 

9.4.2.DC.6 

 

 

 ● Guided Reading-leveled texts 
● Reading Responses  

● Author Study-Gail Gibbons 

(non-fiction) 

● Learning Centers-hands on 

activities (small group and 

independent) 

● Poetry- Shel Silverstein 

poems 

● FUNdations Daily lessons 

(Unit 10-12)-tile boards, dry 

erase boards, notebooks: 

beginning and ending blends, 

multisyllabic words, suffixes, 

Vowel-consonant-e 

● Word of the Day 

 

Supplemental Resources/Technology: 

● RAZ Kids 

● Versatiles 

Writing Genre: 

● Research (Gail Gibbons 

texts) 
● Journaling   
● Pillar-non-fiction writing 

graphic organizer  
● Themed based Writing 

Prompts (How to Catch a 

Leprechaun, Rainy Day, 

Spring) 
● Poetry-Color Poem using 

senses 

● Cross-Curricular Writing 

assignments (SS/Science) 

 

 

Task type: 

●  Small and whole group 

discussions. 
● Think-pair-share 
● Center collaboration 
●  Shared reading 

● Reading Group discussions 

These standards are embedded within the 

writing process 

● FUNdations  

● Grammar lessons: punctuation, 

word order, Identifying nouns 

(common and proper), verbs and 

adjectives 

● Grammar workbook lessons 

● Learning Centers-hands on 

activities (small group and 

independent) 

● Journaling for skills’ application 

● Tapping sounds for unfamiliar 

words. 

● Free writing 

● Spelling sentence dictation 

● Interdisciplinary connections 

across all subject areas 

● Real-world connections, civic 

responsibility,multicultural 
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● Scholastic News/Science Spi 

● (thematic/interdisciplinary) 

● Daily read aloud- 

● IXL 

● Seasonal poems 

 

viewpoints 

 

 

 

  

Reading Domain Standards Reading Critical Knowledge and Skills 

RL.CR.1.1. Ask and answer questions 

about key details in a literary text (e.g., 

who,  what, where, when, why, how). 

RI.CR.1.1. Ask and answer questions 

about key details in an informational text 

(e.g., who, what, where, when, why, 

how). 

● - Understand what key details in the text are - Determine what key details are in a 

text - Recall key details of texts - Ask and answer questions about key details - 

Ask and prompt who, what where, when, why and how regarding details of a text 

- Answer when prompted and use key details from the text 

RL.CI.1.2. Determine central message 

and retell a sequence of events in literary 

texts (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, 

how). 

RI.CI.1.2 Determine main topic and retell 

a series of key details in informational 

texts (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, 

how). 

●  Identify the key details of a story or text. 

●  Explain the story’s central idea or message 

● Retell stories or texts in their own words capturing the key details - 

●  Identify the main topic of the text 

RL.IT.1.3. Describe characters, settings, 

and major event(s) in a story, using key 

details. 

RI.IT.1.3. Describe relationships among 

pieces of information (e.g., sequence of 

events, steps in a process, cause-effect 

and compare-contrast relationships) 

within a text. 

● - Identify the key people, events, ideas, or information in a text -  

● Explain how two individuals, events, ideas or pieces of information are linked 

RL.TS.1.4. With prompting and support, 

explain major differences between books 

that tell stories and books that give 

information recognizing organization and 

features of literary texts (e.g., follows a 

story line, chronology of events, 

interprets illustrations) while drawing on 

a wide reading of a range of text types 

RI.TS.1.4. With prompting and support, 

explain major differences between books 

that tell stories and books that give 

information, identifying various text 

features (e.g., headings, tables of 

contents, glossaries, electronic menus, 

icons) to locate key facts or information 

in a text while drawing on a wide reading 

● Read a variety of narrative and informational texts -  

● Identify the traits of narrative texts and informational texts  

●  Compare and contrast narrative and informational text, focusing on how they are 

different  

● Explain the differences between narrative and informational texts 
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of a range of text types. 

RL.PP.1.5. Identify who is telling the 

story at various points in a text. 

RI.PP.1.5. Distinguish between 

information provided by pictures or other 

illustrations and information provided by 

the words in a text. 

● - Determine the difference between information gained by examining pictures and 

information gained from the words in the text  

●  Identify the difference between what pictures show and what the words in the 

text say 

RL.MF.1.6. With prompting and support, 

use illustrations and details in a story to 

describe its characters, setting, or events 

RI.MF.1.6. With prompting and support, 

use text features (e.g. diagrams, tables, 

animations) to describe key ideas. 

● Interpret illustrations to develop a better understanding of the story or text 

●  Identify an illustration that helps to describe the key details or the character, 

setting, events  

● Explain how illustrations describe important story elements or key details 

●  Describe story or text elements using the details 

 RI.AA.1.7. Identify the reasons an author 

gives to support points in a text and 

explain how that information is applied, 

with prompting, as needed. 

● Identify the key points an author is making in a text  

●  Recognize the author’s reasoning by finding support within the text  

● Explain how this information is useful, with scaffolding, as needed 

RL.CT.1.8. Identify similarities in and 

differences between two literary texts on 

the same topic (e.g., characters, 

experiences, illustrations, descriptions, or 

procedures). 

RI.CT.1.8. Identify similarities in and 

differences between two informational 

texts on the same topic (e.g., characters, 

experiences, illustrations, descriptions, or 

procedures). 

● Identify the characters in stories  

● Describe characters’ experiences in the stories  

● Identify similarities and differences in characters’ experiences in stories  

● Identify similarities and differences in what happened to the characters 

●  Identify the similarities and differences of two texts on the same topic  

●  Use various points of comparison (e.g., pictures, descriptions, etc) 

Writing Domain Standards Writing Critical Knowledge and Skills 

W.AW.1.1. With prompts and support, write opinion pieces on a topic or texts. 

A. Introduce an opinion. 

B. Support the opinion with facts or other information and examples 

related to the topic. 

C. Provide a conclusion. 

●  Introduce the topic  

●  Express an opinion on the topic  

●  Include a reason to support the opinion  

● Include a closing statement or section 

W.IW.1.2. With prompts and support, write informative/explanatory texts to 

examine a topic and convey ideas and information. A. Introduce a topic. B. 

Develop the topic with facts or other information and examples related to the 

topic. C. Provide a conclusion. 

A. Introduce a topic. 

B. Develop the topic with facts or other information and examples related 

● Discern facts from opinion  

●  Introduce a topic that is well known  

●  Include some facts about a topic  

●  Write a closing statement 
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to the topic. 

C. Provide a conclusion. 

W.NW.1.3. With prompts and support, write narratives of several complete 

sentences based on real or imagined experiences or events. 

A. Using words and pictures, establish a situation and/or introduce 

characters; organize an event sequence. 

B. Provide dialogue and/or description and details of experiences, events, 

or characters. 

C. Use transitional words to manage the sequence of events. 

D. Provide a reaction to the experiences or events. 

 

● Describe events using details  

●  Use sequence words to show order of events (e.g., now, when, then)  

● End with a closing sentence 

●  Tell events in a sequence  

W.WP.1.4. With prompts, guidance and support develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing. 

A. With prompts and support, identify audience and purpose before 

writing. 

B. With prompts and support, find and correct errors of spelling, 

capitalization, and punctuation after skills have been taught. 

●  Explain what was written when questions are asked by adults and peer 

●  Reflect on writing and make changes  

● Add descriptive words and details  

● Attempt to recognize and correct spelling, grammar and punctuation errors 

W.WR.1.5. With prompting and support, generate questions through 

shared research about a topic and determine possible sources to obtain 

information on that topic. 

● Understand their role in the shared projects  

● Contribute to the project from beginning to end  

● Use graphic organizers to aid in collaboration 

W.SE.1.6. With guidance and support from adults, gather and select 

information from multiple sources to answer a question or write about a 

topic. 

●  Use a variety of information (e.g., text, pictures, digital sources, prior 

information) to answer questions 

●  Take notes on the key details of provided information  

● Read provided information to answer research questions and take notes 

● Recall from their own background knowledge to answer research questions 

W.RW.1.7. Engage in discussion, drawing, and writing in brief but 

regular writing tasks. 

 

Speaking and Listening Standards Speaking Critical Knowledge and Skills 
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SL.PE.1.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 

1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

● - Participate in variety of rich structured conversations about grade appropriate 

topics and texts 

●  Follow agreed upon rules for listening to others and taking turns speaking about 

topics and texts 

●  Develop skills in active listening and group discussion (taking turns, listening to 

the speaker, responding to the speaker)  

● Use strategies to respond to the comments of others to build the conversation 

● Ask question(s) when confused during a discussion 

SL.II.1.2. Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or 

information presented orally or through other media. 

● Ask and answer questions about a text read aloud or information through other 

media to better student understanding  

●  Practice asking questions for clarification of key details  

●  Actively listen to presented information to answer questions 

SL.ES.1.3. Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather 

additional information or clarify something that is not understood. 

●  Use strategies for asking questions that are on a topic  

●  Use strategies for understanding and answering questions asked of them 

SL.PI.1.4. Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details, expressing 

ideas and feelings clearly. 

●  Describe familiar people  

●  Tell about familiar places  

●  Describe memorable events  

●  Explain familiar events  

● Report facts and details about experiences feelings and emotions 

SL.UM.1.5. Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to 

clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings. 

●  Add visuals in order to present detailed information to others  

●  Construct drawings or gather other visual media when describing  

●  Present information to others using appropriate visual displays to clearly express 

ideas 

SL.AS.1.6. Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation. ● Express thoughts and feelings and ideas in complete sentences  

● Speak audibly to naturally express ideas 

Language Domain Standards Language Critical Knowledge and Skills 

L.RF.1.1. Demonstrate mastery of the organization and basic features of print 

(including those listed under L.RF.K.1); recognize and understand the 

distinguishing features of a sentence (e.g., first word, capitalization, ending 

punctuation). 

● - Understand how a sentence is organized - Identify the first word of a 
sentence 

●  Identify the capitalization used to begin the sentence  
● Identify the various types of end punctuation 

L.RF.1.2. Demonstrate mastery of spoken words, syllables, and sounds 

(phonemes) by using knowledge that every syllable must have a vowel sound 

to determine the number of syllables in a printed word. 

●  Identify long and short vowel sounds in single syllable words  

● Produce the sound for each letter and blend to make a word  

● Take apart a word by sounds  

●  Discern letter sounds at the beginning, middle, and end of words  

●  Pronounce letter sounds at the beginning, middle, and end of a word, including 

the vowel sound in C-V-C words  
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●  Determine each phoneme of spoken one-syllable words 

L.RF.1.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in 

decoding words. 

●  Identify digraphs in orally produced words  

● Produce the letters that make the sounds in words with digraphs  

●  Use specific strategies to decode words with digraphs  

● Produce the letter sounds to make a one-syllable word  

● Understand that vowel patterns and knowledge of final -e contribute to spelling 

and decoding  

●  Identify long and short vowels when reading one-syllable words -  

L.RF.1.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support 

comprehension. 

● Understand grade-level text when reading  

● Read grade-level text aloud, making minimal errors  

● Use an appropriate rate when reading aloud  

●  Use appropriate expression and inflection when reading text aloud  

● Use appropriate self-correction strategies to read words and for understanding  

● Reread text to better understand what was read, when necessary 

L.WF.1.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of writing (including 

those proficiencies listed in L.WF.K.1). 

● Understand that dates and names are capitalized  

● Recognize proper nouns when reading and apply when writing  

● Apply knowledge of ending punctuation to writing  

● Recognize the comma  

● Apply rules for using commas in writing to dates and to single word series  

● Consistently spell words with common vowel patterns and frequently occurring 

irregular words in writing and in isolation  

L.WF.1.2. Demonstrate command of 

the conventions of encoding and 

spelling common, regular, single-

syllable words (including those 

proficiencies listed in L.WF.K.2 

L.WF.1.3. Demonstrate command and 

use of the conventions of writing, 

(including those proficiencies listed in 

L.WF.K.3) 

●  Understand that dates and names are capitalized  

● Recognize proper nouns when reading and apply when writing  

● Apply knowledge of ending punctuation to writing  

● Recognize the comma  

●  Explain the purpose and function of a comma  

● Consistently spell words with common vowel patterns and frequently occurring  

L.KL.1.1. With prompting and 

support, develop knowledge of 

language and its conventions when 

writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 

L.VL.1.2. Ask and answer questions 

to determine or clarify the meaning of 

unknown and multiple-meaning 

words and phrases based on grade 1 

reading and content. 

● Demonstrates knowledge of singular and plural nouns with matching verbs when 

writing or speaking  

●  Demonstrate knowledge of personal, possessive and indefinite pronouns when 

writing or speaking  

● Identify different tenses of verbs in reading 

●  Explain how verbs can express past, present, and future  

●  Use verb tense to express past, present, and future in writing 

●  Demonstrate accurate inflection when reading (reading a question vs. reading a 

statement) 

L.VI.1.3. With guidance and support 

from adults, demonstrate 
 ● Use vocabulary accurately in speaking and writing  

● Demonstrate using conjunctions in speaking and writing  

●  Listen, share and read a variety of texts  
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understanding of figurative language, 

word relationships and nuances in 

word meanings. 

● Use new words and phrases when writing, reading and responding to texts 

 

 

Assessments 

Formative, Summative, Benchmark, and Alternative  

Formative Assessments Summative/Benchmark Assessments 

● Daily independent practice ● Unit Benchmark Assessments (FUNdations) 

● Peer Discussions ● Weekly Tests (Spelling) 

● Student Portfolio ● Guided Reading Level (DRA3) 

● Reading/Writing Conferences ● Performance Tasks 

● Self-Evaluations ● AIMSweb 

● Anecdotal Notes ● MAP testing 

● Open-Ended Responses Alternative Assessments 

● Journal Entries        ● Choice Projects 

● Reading Logs ● Notebook Assessments 

● Exit Tickets ● Oral Presentations 

 ● Problem Solving Scenarios - developing solutions 
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Differentiation Strategies 

Students with Disabilities/ Students at Risk of School Failure 

(For students with disabilities, appropriate accommodations, instructional adaptations, and/or modifications should be determined according to IEP goals 

and objectives or 504 team) 

 (content, process, product and learning environment) 

 
Accommodations for Classroom 

● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Ask students to restate information, directions, and assignments. 
● Give repetition and practice exercises 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered 
● Give extended time to complete class work 
● Provide copy of class notes  
● Determine if preferential seating would be beneficial 
● Provide access to a computer 
● Provide copies of textbooks for home 
● Provide access to digital media, as available and appropriate 
● Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
● Provide oral reminders and check student work during independent work time 
● Breaking down and chunking of writing assignments 

● Assist student with long and short term planning of assignments 
● Modified graphic organizers  

● Encourage student to proofread assignments and tests 
● Provide regular parent/school communication 
● Reading response aloud to student  

 
Accommodations for Homework and Assignments 

● Provide extended time to complete assignments 
● Break down assignments 
● Provide the student with clearly stated (written) expectations and grading criteria for assignments 
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Accommodations for Assessments 

● Provide extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Provide alternate setting as needed 
● Restate, reread, and clarify directions/questions 
● Distribute study guide for classroom tests 
● Establish procedures for accommodations /modifications for assessments 
● Breaking down and chunking assignments 

● Provide word bank when applicable  

Differentiation for English Language Learners 

(content, process, product and learning environment) 

Accommodations for Classroom 

● Provide alternate ways for the student to respond (verbal/pictographic answers instead of written) 

● Substitute a hands-on activity or use of different media in projects for a written activity 

● Provide word banks / word walls 

● Prepare and distribute advance notes 

● Provide model sentence frames and sentence starters for both oral responses and written responses 

● Provide additional time to complete assessments and assignments 

● Model and use gestures to aid in understanding 

● Model tasks by giving one or two examples before releasing students to work independently  

● Present instructions both verbally and visually 

● Simplify written and verbal instructions 

● Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
● Provide repetition and practice 
● Model skills/techniques to be mastered  
● Reading response aloud to student  

  

Accommodations for Homework/Assignments 

● Provide Native Language Translation (peer, online assistive technology, translation device, bilingual dictionary) 
● Provide extended time for assignment completion as needed 
● Highlight key vocabulary 
● Use of graphic organizers 
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Accommodations for Assessments 

● Provide extended time on classroom tests and quizzes 
● Restate, reread, and clarify directions/questions 
● Provide word banks / word walls 

● Establish procedures for accommodations /modifications for assessments 

 

Gifted and Talented 

(content, process, product and learning environment) 

Accommodations for Classroom 

● Set individual goals. 

● Encourage creative expression by allowing students to choose how to explore a problem 

● Invite students to explore points of view 

● Allow team-teaching opportunities and collaboration 

● Varied levels of reading text 

● Enriched hands on center that students can explore independently 

● Use Higher-Level Questioning Techniques 

● Provide leadership opportunities in groups 

● Allow opportunities to analyze and evaluate materials 

● Design surveys to generate and analyze data to be used in discussion 

 

Accommodations for Homework/Assignments 

● Provide assessments at a higher level of thinking 

● Allow students to pursue independent projects based on their individual interests 

● Conduct research and provide presentation of appropriate topics  
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Integration of 21st Century Skills 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills  

 

Rapid advancements in technology and subsequent changes in the economy have created opportunities for individuals to compete and connect on a global scale. 

In this increasingly diverse and complex world, the successful entrepreneur or employee must not only possess the requisite education for specific industry 

pathways but also employability skills necessary to collaborate with others and manage resources effectively in order to establish and maintain stability and 

independence. This document outlines concepts and skills necessary for New Jersey’s students to thrive in an ever-changing world. Intended for integration 

throughout all K–12 academic and technical content areas, the New Jersey Student Learning Standards- Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills 

(NJSLS-CLKS) provides the framework for students to learn the concepts, skills, and practices essential to the successful navigation of career exploration and 

preparation, personal finances and digital literacy.  

 

Mission  

Career readiness, life literacies, and key skills education provides students with the necessary skills to make informed career and financial decisions, engage as 

responsible community members in a digital society, and to successfully meet the challenges and opportunities in an interconnected global economy.  

Vision  

An education in career readiness, life literacies, and key skills fosters a population that:  

● Continually self-reflects and seeks to improve the essential life and career practices that lead to success;  

● Uses effective communication and collaboration skills and resources to interact with a global society;  

● Possesses financial literacy and responsibility at home and in the broader community;  

● Plans, executes, and alters career goals in response to changing societal and economic conditions; and  

● Seeks to attain skill and content mastery to achieve success in a chosen career path. 

 

Creativity and Innovation  

Creativity includes the use of a wide range of idea-creation techniques (such as brainstorming) to generate new and worthwhile ideas (both incremental and 

radical concepts). Additionally, within creativity, flexibility is evident through the elaboration, refinement, analysis and evaluation of ideas in order to 

maximize creative efforts. Originality and inventiveness in work may also be evident while understanding the real-world limits to adopting new ideas. Failure is 

viewed as an opportunity to learn and adapt as well as understand that creativity and innovation is a long-term, cyclical process of small successes and frequent 

mistakes. 

 

● Collaboration with individuals with diverse perspectives can result in 

new ways of thinking and/or innovative solutions.  

● Curiosity and willingness to try new ideas (intellectual risk taking) 

contributes to the development of creativity and innovation.  

● 9.4.5.CI.1: Use appropriate communication technologies to 

collaborate with individuals with diverse perspectives about a local 

and/or global climate change issue and deliberate about possible 

solutions (e.g., W.4.6, 3.MD.B.3,7.1.NM.IPERS.6).  
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● 9.4.5.CI.2: Investigate a persistent local or global issue, such as 

climate change, and collaborate with individuals with diverse 

perspectives to improve upon current actions designed to address the 

issue (e.g., 6.3.5.CivicsPD.3, W.5.7). 

 

Critical Thinking and Problem-solving  

Critical thinking involves the ability to use various types of reasoning as appropriate to the situation. Essential to critical thinking is systems thinking, which 

analyzes how parts of a whole interact together to produce outcomes. Critical thinking also includes making judgements and decisions by analyzing evidence, 

claims, points of view then communicating the interpretation of both the information and conclusions based on the best analysis. In tandem with critical 

thinking, problem solving involves the ability to generate and execute a solution to a problem. Problem solving occurs through one’s use of initiative and 

flexibility to use trial and error to solve a problem until a successful solution is found. 

 

● The ability to solve problems effectively begins with gathering data, 

seeking resources, and applying critical thinking skills.  

● 9.4.5.CT.1: Identify and gather relevant data that will aid in the 

problem-solving process (e.g., 2.1.5.EH.4, 4-ESS3-1, 

6.3.5.CivicsPD.2).  

● 9.4.5.CT.2: Identify a problem and list the types of individuals and 

resources (e.g., school, community agencies, governmental, online) 

that can aid in solving the problem (e.g., 2.1.5.CHSS.1, 4-ESS3-1).  

● 9.4.5.CT.3: Describe how digital tools and technology may be used 

to solve problems.  

● 9.4.5.CT.4: Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies to 

different types of problems such as personal, academic, community 

and global (e.g., 6.1.5.CivicsCM.3). 

 

 

Digital Citizenship 

● Intellectual property rights exist to protect the original works of 

individuals. It is allowable to use other people’s ideas in one’s own 

work provided that proper credit is given to the original source.  

●  Sending and receiving copies of media on the internet creates the 

opportunity for unauthorized use of data, such as personally owned 

video, photos, and music. 

● 9.4.5.DC.1: Explain the need for and use of copyrights.  

● 9.4.5.DC.2: Provide attribution according to intellectual property 

rights guidelines using public domain or creative commons media.  

● 9.4.5.DC.3: Distinguish between digital images that can be reused 

freely and those that have copyright restrictions. 

● 9.4.5.DC.4: Model safe, legal, and ethical behavior when using 
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● Digital identities must be managed in order to create a positive 

digital footprint.  

● Digital tools have positively and negatively changed the way people 

interact socially.  

● Digital engagement can improve the planning and delivery of climate 

change actions. 

online or offline technology (e.g., 8.1.5.NI.2). 

● 9.4.5.DC.5: Identify the characteristics of a positive and negative 

online identity and the lasting implications of online activity. 

● 9.4.5.DC.6: Compare and contrast how digital tools have changed 

social interactions (e.g., 8.1.5.IC.1).  

● 9.4.5.DC.7: Explain how posting and commenting in social spaces 

can have positive or negative consequences. 

● 9.4.5.DC.8: Propose ways local and global communities can engage 

digitally to participate in and promote climate action (e.g., 

6.3.5.GeoHE.1).  

 

Global and Cultural Awareness 

● Culture and geography can shape an individual’s experiences and 

perspectives.  

● 9.4.5.GCA.1: Analyze how culture shapes individual and community 

perspectives and points of view (e.g., 1.1.5.C2a, RL.5.9, 

6.1.5.HistoryCC.8).  
 

 


