Curricular Framework English Language Arts for Essex Fells School 6th Grade (updated September 2025)

Pacing Guide

Reading

Writing

Speaking and Listening

Language

DISTRICT AND STATE MANDATED PRETEST & BASELINE ASSESSMENTS

e SEPT/OCT - BASELINE ASSESSMENTS
e JAN/FEB - MIDYEAR ASSESSMENTS
e MAY/JUNE - POST ASSESSMENTS

First Trimester

Primary Focus Standards:
Reading Domain:

Primary Focus Standards:
Writing Domain:

Primary Focus Standards:
Speaking and Listening Domain:

Primary Focus Standards:
Language Domain:

RL.CR.6.1 W.AW.6.1 A,B,C,.D,E SL.PE.6.1 A,B,C,D L.SS.6.1A,B,C,D,E,F
RI.CR.6.1 W.IW.6.2 A,B,C,D,E,F SL.I1.6.2 L.KL.6.2 A,B,C,D
RL.CL6.2 W.INW.6.3 A,B,C,.D,E SL.ES.6.3 L.VL.6.3 A,B,C,D,E
RI.CL.6.2 W.WP.6.4 SL.P1.6.4 L.V1.6.4 AB.C.D
RL.IT.6.3 W.WR.6.5 SL.UM.6.5

RLIT.6.3 W.SE.6.6 SL.AS.6.6

RL.TS.6.4 W.RW.6.7

RI.TS.6.4

RL.PP.6.5

RI.PP.6.5

RL.MF.6.6

RI.MF.6.6

RI.AA.6.7

RL.CT.6.8

RI.CT.6.8

Text Types: Fiction and realistic Writing Genres: Task Types: These standards are embedded within

fiction

e  Garvey’s Choice with
literature circles model

e Extended texts possible/not
limited to-“Tell Tale Heart”

e Independent: Achieve3000
levelset; Independent Reading
Book; Notice & Note

e Supplemental Resources:

e Journaling

e Narrative/Fiction
e Arguments: “The Tell-Tale
Heart”

e Reading response with text
support structure

e Law Unit

e Small and whole group
discussions

e Socratic Seminars

e Journaling & Reflection

e Project-based learning;
Multimedia & G-Suite
Application usage

the writing process:

e IXL

e  Grammar skills: Dependent/
independent clauses;
phrases; conjunctions;
quotations; comma usage

e Bi-weekly vocabulary
infusion

o Theme words related
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Digital Readworks
Achieve3000
Newsela
e Literature Circles
Giver, Front Desk, Crash

to novels and class
readings
e Interdisciplinary Connections:
o Volume and
Vocabulary project

Second Trimester

Primary Focus Standards:
Reading Domain:

Primary Focus Standards:
Writing Domain:

Primary Focus Standards:
Speaking and Listening Domain:

Primary Focus Standards:
Language Domain:

RL.CR.6.1 W.AW.6.1 A,B,C,D, E SL.PE.6.1 A,B,C,.D L.SS.6.1 A,B,C,D,E,F
RI.CR.6.1 W.IW.6.2 A,B,C,D,E,F SL.IL.6.2 L.KL.6.2 A,B,C,D
RL.CL6.2 WANW.6.3A,B,C,D,E SL.ES.6.3 L.VL.6.3 A,B,C,D.E
RI.CL.6.2 W.WP.6.4 SL.P1.6.4 L.VL.6.4 AB.C.D
RL.IT.6.3 W.WR.6.5 SL.UM.6.5
RLIT.6.3 W.SE.6.6 SL.AS.6.6
RL.TS.6.4 W.RW.6.7
RL.TS.6.4
RL.PP.6.5
RI.PP.6.5
RL.MF.6.6
RI.MF.6.6
RI.AA.6.7
RL.CT.6.8
RI.CT.6.8
Text Types: Poetry; Short Writing Genres: Task Types: These standards are embedded within
Novel/Historical Fiction the writing process
e Compare/Contrast e LAWUNIT

e Long Walk to Water
by Linda Sue Park

®  Paper Wishes by Lois
Sepahban

e 2lst Century Career
Readiness, Life Literacies,
and Key Skills: Billings v.
Pearson Court Case

e Digital Readworks:
Suspenseful Stories The Run-
Narrative Fiction

e The Run - fiction/narrative
story continuation

e Literary Analysis - defining a
hero

e Routine Writing

e TP-CASTT song and poetry
analysis

e Interdisciplinary Connections:

King Tutankhamun Research

e Discuss, analyze and present the
effectiveness of media messages
in small groups and whole class

e Small and whole group

discussions

Socratic Seminars

CER Responses

Journaling & Reflection

project-based learning;

multimedia & G-Suite

Application usage

e IXL
e  Grammar skills: Prepositions,
prepositional phrases, and
adjective phrases
e Bi-weekly vocabulary
infusion-Prefixes
o dis, un, in, im, non,
il, ir.
o  pre, post, mid, inter,
intra, and for
e  Latin and Greek roots
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Supplemental Resources/Technology:

Achieve3000

Newsela

Readworks

IXL: LA Diagnostic baseline
assessment

Ed Puzzle

Common Lit

Blookit

Kahoot

Quizziz

o dict, script, graph,
and aud/audi.

o tract, mot, mov, and
port

Third Trimester

Primary Focus Standards:
Reading Domain:

Primary Focus Standards:
Writing Domain:

Primary Focus Standards:
Speaking and Listening Domain:

Primary Focus Standards:
Language Domain:

RL.CR.6.1 W.AW.6.1 A,B,C, D, E SL.PE.6.1 A,B,C,.D L.SS.6.1 A, B, C,.D,E,F
RI.CR.6.1 W.IW.6.2 A,B,C,D,E,F SL.I1.6.2 L.KL.6.2 A,B,C.D
RL.CL.6.2 WNW.6.3A,B,C,D,E SL.ES.6.3 L.VL.6.3 A,B,C.D,E
RI.CI1.6.2 W.WP.6.4 SL.PL.6.4 L.VI.6.4 AB.C.D
RL.IT.6.3 W.WR.6.5 SL.UM.6.5
RLIT.6.3 W.SE.6.6 SL.AS.6.6
RL.TS.6.4 W.RW.6.7
RI.TS.6.4
RL.PP.6.5
RI.PP.6.5
RL.MF.6.6
RI.MF.6.6
RILAA.6.7
RL.CT.6.8
RI.CT.6.8
Text Types: Fiction, Nonfiction Writing Genres: Task types: These standards are embedded within
the writing process:
e  Ghost by Jason e Literary Analysis e Discuss, analyze and present
Reynolds e Routine Writing the effectiveness of media o IXL
e Amanda Gorman “The Hill e 2lst Century Career messages in small groups and e  Grammar skills: verbs,
We Climb” Readiness, Life Literacies, whole class principle parts; subject/verb
e Asian-American poetry and Key Skills: e Songwriting and composition agreement; conjugating verbs;
e | -2 Extended Texts o Google Classroom e Digital Book Review regular/irregular, tenses:
O The Outsiders e TP-CASTT poetry analysis ®  Socratic Seminars and simple tense-present, past,
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e Newsela
Readworks

assessment
Ed Puzzle

Blookit
Kahoot
Quizziz

e  4-8 shorter texts depending
upon length and complexity

e Interdisciplinary Connections:
Darwin Study-Traits and
Reproduction

Supplemental Resources/Technology:

IXL: LA Diagnostic baseline

Common Lit

Research

Informative and Explanatory
Routine Writing

Google Classroom
TP-CASTT poetry analysis

Debates

Project-based presentations
focusing on use of multimedia
and visual displays

future; progressive tense-
present, past, future; perfect
tense-present, past, future;
perfect progressive tense-
present, past, future;
nouns:common/

proper; singular/plural;
possessive; collective;
uncountable/countable;
concrete, appositives,
pronouns singular-first,
second, third person, plural-
first, second, third person,
personal pronouns-
subject/object/possessive,

relative; indefinite
e Bi-weekly vocabulary
infusion-
o Poetic themes
o Varied verbs

Grade 6

Reading Domain Standards

Reading Student Learning Objectives:

RL.CR.6.1. Cite textual evidence and
make relevant connections to support
analysis of what a literary text says
explicitly as well as inferences drawn
from the text.

RI.CR.6.1. Cite textual evidence and
make relevant connections to support
analysis of what an informational
text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.

Closely read the text (questioning, determining importance, looking for
patterns) to extract quality evidence to support a claim

Use evidence from the text to make and check predictions when reading
Make personal connections, make connections to other texts, and/or make
global connections when relevant

Gather evidence from the text to support inferences or explicit meaning.
Read and analyze a variety of literary genres and informational texts
Closely examine the text’s explicit content

Probe a segment of text in order to study and evaluate its multiple, deeper, and
varied meanings

Reconstruct and understand the text segment’s new meaning

Combine text information and prior knowledge (personal experience and/or
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previous reading) to create new information in the form of inferences

e Refer to the text for support when analyzing and drawing inferences
e  Accurately cite evidence from the text
RL.CI.6.2. Determine the theme of a RI.CI.6.2. Determine the central idea e Determine the theme or central message
literary text (e.g., stories, plays or poetry) | of an informational text and explain e Explain the theme or central idea using key details from the text as evidence,
and explain how it is supported by key how it is supported by key details; including details from the beginning, middle, and end of the text
details; provide a summary of the text provide a summary of the text e Identify and use knowledge of common graphic features (charts, maps,
distinct from personal opinions or distinct from personal opinions or diagrams, captions, illustrations) to help determine the central idea of a text
judgments. judgments. e Summarize texts by evaluating key details in which the central idea or theme is
located
e Distinguish key (thematic) details from all other details
e Evaluate recurring ideas and changes in the characters and plot over the course
of the text
e Evaluate why the author made those changes, the impact the changes had on the
reader, and the effectiveness of the author’s choices
e Distinguish between essential and nonessential details of a text to support
creating unbiased summaries, withholding personal opinion and judgment
RL.IT.6.3. Describe how a particular RIIT.6.3. Analyze how a particular ® Analyze how the overall story contributes to the plot
text’s structure unfolds in a series of text’s (e.g., article, brochure, e Identify how the events build tension to lead to the climax
episodes and use textual evidence to technical manual, procedural text) e Synthesize previous story elements to come up with the resolution of the story
describe how the characters respond or structure unfolds by using textual o Consider how characters change over the course of the novel and how those
change as the plot moves toward a evidence to describe how a key changes alter the direction of the story
resolution. individual, event, or idea is e Create and identify each aspect of the plot mountain to demonstrate an
introduced, illustrated, and understanding of how literature unfolds
elaborated in a text.
RL.TS.6.4. Analyze how a particular RI.TS.6.4. Use text structures (e.g., e Demonstrate the ability to determine the meaning of words and phrases as they
piece (e.g., sentence, chapter, scene, cause-effect, problem-solution), are used in a text (e.g., figurative, connotative, technical)
stanza, or section) fits into the overall search tools, and genre features (e.g., e Provide an analysis of the impact of specific word choice on meaning and/or
structure of a text and contributes to the graphics, captions, indexes) to locate tone (possibly break this down more, see bullets below)
development of the ideas, theme, setting, | and integrate information. e  Analyze why the author made a specific word choice
or plot. e  Analyze the impact of the word choice on the reader
e Evaluate the effectiveness of the author’s word choice
e Identify poetic devices used in text
e Provide an analysis of the impact of poetic devices (thyme scheme, alliteration,
consonance, etc) on a particular section of a text
RL.PP.6.5. Determine how an author RI.PP.6.5. Identify author’s purpose e Determine how individual elements of a work (section, chapter, scene, or

conveys or develops perspective in a text

perspective or potential bias in a text

stanza, etc.) contribute to a text’s overall scope
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(through the narrator or speaker when and explain the impact on the e Recognize how form relates to function and how a part relates to a whole
appropriate). reader’s interpretation. e Distinguish between different text structures
e Identify part to whole and whole to part relationships
® Observe how the individual components of the text add to the development of
the theme, setting, and plot
o Analyze why the author included a specific section (chapter, scene, or stanza,
etc.) of the text
o Analyze the impact the specific section (chapter, scene, or stanza, etc.) has on
you, the reader
e Evaluate the effectiveness of the author’s choice to include this section (chapter,
scene, or stanza, etc.)
RL.MF.6.6. Compare and contrast RI.MF.6.6. Integrate information e Identify various points of view
information or texts to develop a coherent | when presented in different media or e Determine how the author develops the point-of-view of the narrator or speaker
understanding of a theme, topic, or issue formats (e.g., visually, in the text
when reading a story, drama, or poem to quantitatively) to develop a coherent e Reflect upon certain scenes or portions within a text and imagine how their
listening to or viewing an audio, video, or | understanding of a topic or issue. content/style would change if the narrator’s or speaker’s point-of-view shifted
live version of the text. to an alternate point-of-view, including the effect of these changes on the reader
® Determine how the author’s word choice helps develop the narrator or speaker’s
point of view
e Evaluate the effectiveness of the author’s choice in point of view
RI.AA.6.7. Trace the development of e Combine information from multiple sources and formats
and evaluate the argument and e Evaluate different types of media to interpret unique details and perspectives
specific claims in a text, e Clearly and logically understand the argument, topic or issue found within the
distinguishing claims that are text
supported by reasons and evidence e Compare and contrast information from various credible sources to support the
from claims that are not. claim
e Be able to distinguish between credible claims and nonclaims
RL.CT.6.8. Compare and contrast literary | RI.CT.6.8. Compare and contrast o Identify various points of view, perspectives and use prior historical knowledge
texts in different forms, by different informational texts in different and various sources of research to understand the greater scope of the novel
authors, or from different genres (e.g., forms, by different authors, or from e Reflect upon certain scenes or portions within a text and imagine how their
stories and poems; historical novels and different genres (e.g., a memoir content/style would change if the narrator’s or speaker’s point-of-view shifted
primary source documents, scientific written by and a biography on the to an alternate point-of-view, including the effect of these changes on the reader
journals and fantasy stories) in terms of same person, historical novels and o Determine how individual elements of a work (section, chapter, scene, or
their approaches to similar themes and primary source documents, stanza, etc.) contribute to a text’s overall scope
topics. infographics and scientific journals) e Combine text information and prior knowledge (personal experience and/or

in terms of their approaches to

previous reading) to create new information in the form of inferences
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similar themes and topics.

Writing Domain Standards

Writing Student Learning Objectives:

W.AW.6.1. Write arguments on discipline-specific content (e.g., social studies, o  Write a clear thesis statement
science, math, technical subjects, English/Language Arts) to support claims with e Identify evidence that supports claims in literary analysis
clear reasons and relevant evidence. e Incorporate evidence into written pieces, using introductory phrases and
transitions
A. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue and organize the reasons and e Logically connect evidence to claims in writing
evidence logically. ] Sgleqt direct gnd indirept guotations that relate to .the topic as evidence
B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and o Cite 1g—text dlr?Ct and indirect quotations approp r1at(?1y
evidence, that demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text, using ° Explgln quotations used as suppoFt to enhance meaning .
credible sources. e Provide adequate supporting details for each main idea in writing
C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to link and clarify the relationships ® g;e and malp;alrll a formal style lm. writing
among claim(s), reasons and evidence. ® 0S¢ Specitic fansuage to exp am a topie .
. T ) e  Write a concluding statement/section that follows from and supports analysis
D. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. e Revise and edit the written piece for improvement
E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the argument
presented.
W.IW.6.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey e Introduce a topic
ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis e Compose a well-developed thesis statement
of relevant content. e Select appropriate text structures and text features for clarity
e Include formatting, graphics, and multimedia when useful to aid comprehension
A. Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text e Add relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information
structures (e.g., definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and examples to develop the topic
cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g., headings, graphics, and e Cite information correctly by following the proper format
multimedia) when useful to aiding comprehension. e Transition between ideas and concepts using appropriate words and phrases
B. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, e Select specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic
quotations, or other information and examples. e Consistently use a formal style
C. Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and e  Write a conclusion to bring all ideas to a close
concepts.
D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or
explain the topic.
E. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form.
F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the
information or explanation presented.
W.NW.6.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events e Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context
using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event e Engage the reader with a story hook
e Introduce a narrator and/or characters
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sequences. e Organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically
e Use narrative techniques effectively to develop experiences, events, and/or
A. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a characters
narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds e Transition from one idea to the next by using appropriate words and phrases
naturally and logically. e  Use figurative language to aid in description
B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to ° Despnbe ideas by using sensory and specific language .
develop experiences, events, and/or characters. e  Write a conclusion that. brings the stor}.f events to a mgamngful close
C. U ety of transiti ds. oh del to conve e C(learly convey a conflict and a resolution to the conflict
se a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses y
sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another.
D. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory
language to convey experiences and events.
E. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or
events.
W.WP.6.4 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and e Identify the defining characteristics of different genres of writing
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a o  Unpack a writing prompt
new approach. o  Write for a specific purpose and audience
e Select an appropriate text structure or format for the task
e Use language that is precise and powerful to create a voice
e Create a tone that is appropriate for one’s audience
e  Revise and edit intentionally to improve writing
o  Generate ideas to develop the topic
e  Revise writing with a partner or self-editing checklists
e Distinguish between editing and revising
W.WR.6.5 Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on e Explore inquiry topics through short research projects
several sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. e Research and synthesize information from several sources
e Conduct research and synthesize multiple sources of information
e Compile a list of sources to use for a project
e Refocus the intent of the research when appropriate
W.SE.6.6 . Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; e Use technological resources to enhance writing
assess the credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase data and conclusions e Give and receive feedback using technology
of others while avoiding plagiarism and providing base bibliographic information e Seek out authentic publishing opportunities
for sources. o Use tools, including blogs and wikis, to develop writing and communicate with
students in their classes
e Type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting
e Use keyboarding skills to make typing more efficient
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e Type three pages in an appropriate amount of time
W. RW. 6.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, e  Use technological resources to enhance writing
reflection, metacognition/self-correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a e Give and receive feedback using technology
single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, e Seck out authentic publishing opportunities
and audiences. e  Use tools, including blogs and wikis, to develop writing and communicate with
students in their classes
e Type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting
o Use keyboarding skills to make typing more efficient
e  Type three pages in an appropriate amount of time

Speaking and Listening Domain Standards

Speaking and Listening Student Learning Objectives:

SL.PE.6.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, e Read the required texts before discussions
in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and e  Prepare for discussions
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. e Use previous knowledge to expand discussions about a topic
e Engage in conversations about grade-appropriate topics and texts
A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; e  Participate in a variety of rich, structured conversations
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, e Define and identify rules for discussions, including group and individual roles
text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. ® Model appropriate behavior during discussions )
B. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, e Craft and respond to specific questions based on the topic or text, elaborating
and define individual roles as needed. when necessary )
. . . . . e Reflect on and paraphrase what was discussed
C. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by . .
. . . . e Summarize the ideas expressed
making comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under
discussion.
D. Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of
multiple perspectives through reflection and paraphrasing.
SL.IL.6.2. Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., e  Utilize skills that are common to the language production domain of writing
visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or e Organize ideas in a logical, sequential order
issue under study. e Present information using sound, detailed, and relevant evidence in a coherent
manner
SL.ES.6.3. Deconstruct a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing e  Orally present information, using appropriate speech, in a variety of situations
claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. e Manipulate the speech based on context
SL.PI.6.4. Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using
pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use e  Start with a clear introduction of your topic.
appropriate speaking behaviors (e.g., eye contact, adequate volume, and clear e Present your ideas step-by-step.
pronunciation). e  Use facts or examples to back up what you say.
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e Speak clearly and confidently so others can understand you.

e Look at your audience (not your paper or the floor)
SL.UM.6.5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, music, e Present information using sound, detailed, and relevant evidence in a coherent
sound) and visual displays in presentations to clarify information. manner

e Present material logically and effectively in various digital forms
SL.AS.6.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating e  Orally present information, using appropriate speech, in a variety of situations

command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

Language Domain Standards

Language Student Learning Objectives:

L.SS.6.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English

language when writing or speaking. e Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, possessive)
® Proper applications of pronouns in writing
A. Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, e Revise grammatical errors in writing
possessive). e Identify and use strategies to revise writing
B. Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). ®  Apply common rules and patterns to spell words correctly in writing
C. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and o Determine the appropriate punctuation to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical
person. elements
D. Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with unclear or
ambiguous antecedents).
E. Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive
and parenthetical elements.
F. Recognize spelling conventions.
L.KL.6.2. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, e Define and identify nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements in writing
speaking, reading, or listening. e Determine the appropriate punctuation to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical
elements
A. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and ®  Analyze vocabulary by context
domain-specific words and phrases. e Usea consisten.t style and tone when writing or speaking o N
B. Gather voc abulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase (] Incorporate ’VaI'IOIlS sentence patterns to c.reate style and voice in writing
important to comprehension or expression. e Identify various sentence patterns in reading
C. Vary sentence patterns for meaning (syntax), reader/listener interest, and
style/voice.
D. Maintain consistency in style and tone.
L.VL.6.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning e Use a word’s position in a sentence as a clue to the meaning of a word
words and phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, including technical o  Use a combination of context clues, structural clues, and the word’s position in
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meanings, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

A.

Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a
word or phrase.

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used, including
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings.

Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues
to the meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible).

Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses),
both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or
clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech.

Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase
(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).

the sentence to determine the meaning of an unknown word or phrase

Use dictionaries, glossaries, and/or thesauruses to find the pronunciation of a
word

Use dictionaries, glossaries, and/or thesauruses to determine the actual meaning
of'a word or its part of speech.

Use reference materials to check the inferred meaning of words

L.VI1.6.4. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships,
and nuances in word meanings.

Understand and apply conversational, academic, and domain specific
vocabulary
Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context. words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the
B. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, ]cDollege and cgrzer reeghness. levelh . bulary knowled h
part/whole, item/category) to better understand each of the words. emonstrz.ite independence in ga}t cring vocabulary knowledge when
. . . . encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or expression
C. Analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. Acaui . . .
AR ] s T cquire and use accurately grade appropriate general academic and domain
D Dlstlngglsh among Fhe connotatlpns (assqmat.lons) of wor.ds with similar specific words, tone and phrases
denotations (de.ﬁnltlons) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, Dissect assignments and determine the key processes required
unwasteful, thrifty).
Assessments
Formative, Summative, Benchmark, and Alternative
Students can demonstrate competency with tasks such as:
e Unit assessments may include, but are not limited to tests, quizzes, rubrics, and projects
e Novel assessments and projects
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Constructing spoken and written explanations
Response/Exit Tickets
Engaging in evidence-based discussion
Reflecting on their own understanding
Student Growth Assessments
o Beginning of Year Benchmark
o  Mid-Year Benchmark
o End of Year Benchmark
MAP
Student Portfolios
Grammar infusion in writing
Vocabulary application
Oral Presentations
STEAM Projects
Design Challenges/Problem Based Learning

Differentiation Strategies

Students with Disabilities/ Students at Risk of School Failure

(For students with disabilities, appropriate accommodations, instructional adaptations, and/or modifications should be determined according to IEP or 504 team)
(content, process, product and learning environment)

Accommodations for Classroom

Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations

Ask students to restate information, directions, and assignments.
Give repetition and practice exercises

Model skills/techniques to be mastered

Give extended time to complete class work

Provide copy of class notes

Determine if preferential seating would be beneficial

Provide access to a computer

Provide copies of textbooks for home
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Provide access to digital media, as available and appropriate

Assign a peer helper in the class setting

Provide oral reminders and check student work during independent work time
Breaking down and chunking of writing assignments

Assist student with long and short term planning of assignments

Modified graphic organizers

Encourage student to proofread assignments and tests

Provide regular parent/school communication

Reading response aloud to student

Accommodations for Homework and Assignments

Provide extended time to complete assignments
Break down assignments
Provide the student with clearly stated (written) expectations and grading criteria for assignments

Accommodations for Assessments

Provide extended time on classroom tests and quizzes

Provide alternate setting as needed

Restate, reread, and clarify directions/questions

Distribute study guide for classroom tests

Establish procedures for accommodations /modifications for assessments
Breaking down and chunking assignments

Provide word bank when applicable

English Language Learners

(content, process, product and learning environment)

Accommodations for Classroom

Provide alternate ways for the student to respond (verbal/pictographic answers instead of written)
Substitute a hands-on activity or use of different media in projects for a written activity

Provide word banks / word walls

Prepare and distribute advance notes
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® Provide model sentence frames and sentence starters for both oral responses and written responses
® Provide additional time to complete assessments and assignments
® Model and use gestures to aid in understanding
® Model tasks by giving one or two examples before releasing students to work independently
® Present instructions both verbally and visually
e® Simplify written and verbal instructions
® Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations
® Provide repetition and practice
® Model skills/techniques to be mastered
® Reading response aloud to student
Accommodations for Homework/Assignments
® Provide Native Language Translation (peer, online assistive technology, translation device, bilingual dictionary)
® Provide extended time for assignment completion as needed
® Highlight key vocabulary
® Use of graphic organizers
Accommodations for Assessments
® Provide extended time on classroom tests and quizzes
® Restate, reread, and clarify directions/questions
® Provide word banks / word walls
® Establish procedures for accommodations /modifications for assessments
Gifted and Talented
(content, process, product and learning environment)
Accommodations for Classroom
® Set individual goals.
® Encourage creative expression by allowing students to choose how to explore a problem
® Invite students to explore points of view
® Allow team-teaching opportunities and collaboration
® Varied levels of reading text
® Enriched hands on center that students can explore independently
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® Use Higher-Level Questioning Techniques
® Provide leadership opportunities in groups
® Allow opportunities to analyze and evaluate materials
® Design surveys to generate and analyze data to be used in discussion
Accommodations for Homework/Assignments
® Provide assessments at a higher level of thinking
® Allow students to pursue independent projects based on their individual interests

® Conduct research and provide presentation of appropriate topics

Integration of 21st Century Skills

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills

Rapid advancements in technology and subsequent changes in the economy have created opportunities for individuals to compete and connect on a global scale. In this
increasingly diverse and complex world, the successful entrepreneur or employee must not only possess the requisite education for specific industry pathways but also
employability skills necessary to collaborate with others and manage resources effectively in order to establish and maintain stability and independence. This document outlines
concepts and skills necessary for New Jersey’s students to thrive in an ever-changing world. Intended for integration throughout all K—12 academic and technical content areas,
the New Jersey Student Learning Standards- Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills (NJSLS-CLKS) provides the framework for students to learn the concepts, skills,
and practices essential to the successful navigation of career exploration and preparation, personal finances and digital literacy.

Mission

Career readiness, life literacies, and key skills education provides students with the necessary skills to make informed career and financial decisions, engage as responsible
community members in a digital society, and to successfully meet the challenges and opportunities in an interconnected global economy.

Vision

An education in career readiness, life literacies, and key skills fosters a population that:
e Continually self-reflects and seeks to improve the essential life and career practices that lead to success;
e  Uses effective communication and collaboration skills and resources to interact with a global society;
e Possesses financial literacy and responsibility at home and in the broader community;
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e Plans, executes, and alters career goals in response to changing societal and economic conditions; and

e Seeks to attain skill and content mastery to achieve success in a chosen career path.

Creativity and Innovation

Creativity includes the use of a wide range of idea-creation techniques (such as brainstorming) to generate new and worthwhile ideas (both incremental and radical concepts).
Additionally, within creativity, flexibility is evident through the elaboration, refinement, analysis and evaluation of ideas in order to maximize creative efforts. Originality and
inventiveness in work may also be evident while understanding the real-world limits to adopting new ideas. Failure is viewed as an opportunity to learn and adapt as well as
understand that creativity and innovation is a long-term, cyclical process of small successes and frequent mistakes.

e Collaboration with individuals with diverse perspectives can result in new

ways of thinking and/or innovative solutions.
e Curiosity and willingness to try new ideas (intellectual risk taking)
contributes to the development of creativity and innovation.

Critical Thinking and Problem-solving

9.4.5.CL.1: Use appropriate communication technologies to collaborate with
individuals with diverse perspectives about a local and/or global climate
change issue and deliberate about possible solutions (e.g., W.4.6,
3.MD.B.3,7.1.NM.IPERS.6).

9.4.5.CIL.2: Investigate a persistent local or global issue, such as climate
change, and collaborate with individuals with diverse perspectives to
improve upon current actions designed to address the issue (e.g.,
6.3.5.CivicsPD.3, W.5.7).

Critical thinking involves the ability to use various types of reasoning as appropriate to the situation. Essential to critical thinking is systems thinking, which analyzes how parts
of a whole interact together to produce outcomes. Critical thinking also includes making judgements and decisions by analyzing evidence, claims, points of view then
communicating the interpretation of both the information and conclusions based on the best analysis. In tandem with critical thinking, problem solving involves the ability to
generate and execute a solution to a problem. Problem solving occurs through one’s use of initiative and flexibility to use trial and error to solve a problem until a successful

solution is found.

e The ability to solve problems effectively begins with gathering data, seeking

resources, and applying critical thinking skills.

9.4.5.CT.1: Identify and gather relevant data that will aid in the problem-
solving process (e.g., 2.1.5.EH.4, 4-ESS3-1, 6.3.5.CivicsPD.2).

9.4.5.CT.2: Identify a problem and list the types of individuals and
resources (e.g., school, community agencies, governmental, online) that can
aid in solving the problem (e.g., 2.1.5.CHSS.1, 4-ESS3-1).

9.4.5.CT.3: Describe how digital tools and technology may be used to solve
problems.

9.4.5.CT.4: Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies to
different types of problems such as personal, academic, community and
global (e.g., 6.1.5.CivicsCM.3).
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Digital Citizenship

e Intellectual property rights exist to protect the original works of individuals. e 9.4.5DC.1: Explain the need for and use of copyrights.

It is allowable to use other people’s ideas in one’s own work provided that e 9.4.5.DC.2: Provide attribution according to intellectual property rights

proper credit is given to the original source. guidelines using public domain or creative commons media.
e  Sending and receiving copies of media on the internet creates the e 9.4.5.DC.3: Distinguish between digital images that can be reused freely

opportunity for unauthorized use of data, such as personally owned video, and those that have copyright restrictions.

photos, and music. e 9.4.5.DC.4: Model safe, legal, and ethical behavior when using online or
e Digital identities must be managed in order to create a positive digital offline technology (e.g., 8.1.5.NL.2).

footprint. o 9.4.5DC.5: Identify the characteristics of a positive and negative online
e Digital tools have positively and negatively changed the way people interact identity and the lasting implications of online activity.

socially. e 9.4.5DC.6: Compare and contrast how digital tools have changed social
e Digital engagement can improve the planning and delivery of climate interactions (e.g., 8.1.5.1C.1).

change actions. e 9.4.5DC.7: Explain how posting and commenting in social spaces can have

positive or negative consequences.
e 9.45.DC.8: Propose ways local and global communities can engage
digitally to participate in and promote climate action (e.g., 6.3.5.GeoHE.1).

Global and Cultural Awareness

To possess a cultural and global awareness is to fully understand that individuals are composed of complex cultural backgrounds, which are influenced by a multitude of
factors. Armed with this crucial understanding, individuals can then better learn and work collaboratively with people from diverse cultures, religions and lifestyles in a spirit of
mutual respect and open dialogue, whether in a personal, work, or community-based context. Such an awareness also stresses the importance of recognizing and understanding
the rich histories and multitude of languages of other nations and cultures.

e Culture and geography can shape an individual’s experiences and o 9.4.5GCA.1: Analyze how culture shapes individual and community
perspectives. perspectives and points of view (e.g., 1.1.5.C2a, RL.5.9,
6.1.5.HistoryCC.8).
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