
 Class of  2026



Individual GraduationP lan:
TOTAL CREDITS:

(23) Required Credits 

(4) English

(4) Math

(4) Science

(3) Social Studies

(1) Health/Personal Fitness

(3) CTE/Fine Arts/World Languages

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19bQIcXV-y0xcr6CJQYqINW8yy_xyr9wg/view


Understanding Transcripts:
Cumulative Grade Point Average
(GPA): 

Weighted Overall SMHS GPA 3.9 

Percentile / Decile:
This student is in the top 40% of

the class based on their percentile

– which is the 4  decile.th

We don’t report exact rank

Rank reported is decile



All student GPAs are reported as weighted GPA

WEIGHTED: Includes additional quality points for Advanced Placement (AP) and

Dual  Enrollment (DE) courses:

          Advanced Placement (AP) courses receive 1 additional quality point

          Dual Enrollment (DE) courses receive 0.5 additional quality point 

To be an HONOR GRADUATE, the student’s Weighted Cumulative GPA must be 3.45

or above at the end of fall semester 2025

Understanding Grade Point Average: 



Post Secondary Options: 
4 -Year University/College

Technical College

Military

Workforce

We are here to help you have a plan !



W hat do I need on my transcript to attend  
a4-year university/college in Georgia? 

Applicants must complete the 17 academic units of the USG’s Required
High School Curriculum (RHSC). The RHSC consists of 4 units of English, 4
units of mathematics, 4 units of science, 3 units of social science, and 2
units of the same foreign language, 2 units of American Sign Language, or 2
units of Computer Science with an emphasis on programming/coding. The
specific courses that satisfy the RHSC are provided on the USG’s

USG Freshman Admission Requirements

https://www.usg.edu/student_affairs/assets/student_affairs/documents/USG_FR_Admission_Requirements.pdf


Applying to 4- Year Universities & Colleges:

Steps for Applying:

Application
Send ACT / SAT scores from ACT or College Board
Send Transcripts from Starr’s Mill  High School through
Schoolinks

Some colleges may require a Letter of Recommendation
      Counselor Recommendations require - 10 days advanced notice 



College Application Lingo:



University of Georgia: 

UGA Admission Blog

https://www.admissions.uga.edu/blog/
https://www.admissions.uga.edu/blog/


Georgia Institute ofTechnology: 

Georgia Tech Admission Blog

https://sites.gatech.edu/admission-blog/
https://sites.gatech.edu/admission-blog/


Georgia Match:
GA Student Finance Commission
(GSFC) will send a letter to every GA
high school senior in early October
The letter identifies all the USG and
TCSG colleges/universities the student
is academically qualified to attend
based on HOPE GPA

UGA, GA Tech, & GCSU do not
participate in this program

Letter contains MATCHES, but
students must still apply for admission

GEORGIA MATCH

https://www.gafutures.org/college-planning/georgia-match/georgia-match/
https://www.gafutures.org/college-planning/georgia-match/georgia-match/


Building a CollegeApplication List:
Reach Universities / Colleges  - Apply to 2 

Reach universities / colleges are where your academic credentials
fall below the school’s 50th percentile for the current freshman. 

Match Universities / Colleges  - Apply to 2 
Match universities / colleges are those where your academic
credentials fall within or perhaps slightly exceed the school’s range
for the current freshman.

Likely Universities / Colleges  - Apply to 2 
Likely universities / colleges are those you will most likely get into
because your academic credentials are much better than the
typical range for the current freshman.



 Scholarship:
4 Year College:

HOPE Scholarship: The Process
Students apply for HOPE by completing the FAFSA
Final qualification will be calculated after spring semester
grades are posted to the student’s final HS transcript
SMHS will send transcripts electronically to the Georgia
Finance Commission (GSFC), and they will determine HOPE
eligibility
If a student qualifies, the student’s college will get the
verification from the GSFC and the student will be charged
the appropriate tuition.

HOPE

https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-scholarships/


4 - Y e a r  C o l l e g e :
Zell  Mil ler  S c h o l a r s h i p

3 . 7  H O P E  G P A  (GAFutures )
1 2 0 0  S A T  o r  2 5  A C T
M e e t  a c a d e m i c  r i g o r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  ( 4 )  -
Rigor  List

Cl ick HERE f o r  2 0 2 5 - 2 0 2 6  A w a r d  A m o u n t s  f o r
H O P E

HOPE Zell MillerScholarship:

https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-scholarships/zell-miller-scholarship/
https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-scholarships/
https://www.gafutures.org/
https://www.gafutures.org/
https://www.gafutures.org/media/ks5f5zw5/rigor-course-list-09252024.pdf
https://www.gafutures.org/media/ks5f5zw5/rigor-course-list-09252024.pdf
https://apps.gsfc.org/SecureNextGen/dsp_award_amounts.cfm


 Transcript:
4 Year College:

HOPE Scholarship
3.0 HOPE GPA (GAFutures)

This is not calculated by SMHS and is not listed on the SMHS transcript

Meet academic rigor requirements (4) (Rigor List)
Designated on HOPE transcript by “R”

To access your HOPE transcript, you must log into your GA Futures account

HOPE

https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-scholarships/
https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-scholarships/
https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-scholarships/
https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-scholarships/
https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-scholarships/
https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-scholarships/
https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-scholarships/
https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-scholarships/
https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-scholarships/
https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-scholarships/hope-scholarship/understanding-the-high-school-hope-gpa/
https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-scholarships/
https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-scholarships/
https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-scholarships/
https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-scholarships/
https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-scholarships/
https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-scholarships/


 Transcript:HOPE
HOPE GPA  

Rigor Course 



Free Application forFederal Student Aid 

2025-2026 FAFSA Application will be open October 1, 2025
Click HERE to find the FAFSA application
Most colleges and universities require the FAFSA for any financial aid. This
includes scholarships and grants!
The Georgia Student Finance Commission Representative for Fayette County,
Ms. Lakissa Jackson, is available for individual appointments. Click HERE to
book an appointment with her. 

She is able to help with questions about topics such as HOPE/Zell Miller
Scholarship, completing the FAFSA, and financial aid options. 

(FAFSA):

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://www.gafutures.org/about-us/outreach/meet-your-gsfc-outreach-representative/lakissa-jackson/


Core Academic/Technical Programs

The HOPE Grant is available to GA residents
who are pursuing a certificate or diploma at
a two-year college:

No high school GPA requirement; but
must maintain a 2.0 post high school
GPA to remain eligible.
Students can take core academic classes
at a technical college and transfer to a 4
year college.

Technical College:

https://www.tcsg.edu/find-a-college/
https://www.tcsg.edu/find-a-college/


Visit https://www.usa.gov/military-requirements
Choose the right path for you
Meet with a recruiter
Take the ASVAB (Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery):

Online: https://www.officialasvab.com/
Click HERE to take at SMHS: Thursday, January 16, 2026
Or at your local recruiting station (must be 17+)

Visit the MEPS (Military Entrance Processing Station) with a recruiter & complete
a physical, select a MOS (Military Occupational Specialty) and join the branch of
choice. Go to https://www.mepcom.army.mil/

Military:

https://www.usa.gov/military-requirements
https://www.officialasvab.com/
https://forms.gle/SwRNyCSZLrSgavyq8
https://forms.gle/SwRNyCSZLrSgavyq8
https://www.mepcom.army.mil/
https://www.goarmy.com/
https://www.navy.com/
https://www.marines.com/
https://www.afaccessionscenter.af.mil/
https://www.nationalguard.mil/
https://www.spaceforce.mil/


Entrance Exams: 

https://www.officialasvab.com/
https://accuplacer.collegeboard.org/


For registration information and other resources, click here to visit the College Board website. 

SAT   TestDates

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/dates-deadlines?ef_id=CjwKCAjwtrXFBhBiEiwAEKen153cOsr8zEPMP7XmI_TALbjhwH6U_NAdG4ad-3axGL8uva_fYYHuVRoCrzcQAvD_BwE:G:s&s_kwcid=AL!4330!3!686853399560!e!!g!!sat%20test%20dates%20and%20locations!20924334928!166035249508&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20924334928&gbraid=0AAAAAD-Skkw9eJ5RJ8AeGBcz8HJ46ECJ5&gclid=CjwKCAjwtrXFBhBiEiwAEKen153cOsr8zEPMP7XmI_TALbjhwH6U_NAdG4ad-3axGL8uva_fYYHuVRoCrzcQAvD_BwE


  TestDates

For registration information and other resources, click here to visit the ACT website.

ACT

http://www.act.org/
http://www.act.org/


Workforce:
Exploring Careers & Finding Jobs:

HOT Careers: View Georgia’s list on GaFutures under Career Exploration - Skilled Trades

CareerOneStop: Explore career information and outlooks

Job Search: Check Monster, career fairs, and local newspaper “Help Wanted” ads.

SchooLinks (via ClassLink):

Explore pathways, take assessments, build resumes and learn more about your interests

and strengths.

Applying & Interviewing:

Submit applications on time

Research employers & prepare 3+ questions

For interviews: dress appropriately, arrive early, and bring your resume

Always send a thank-you note/email within 24 hours of the interview

https://explorer.gdol.ga.gov/vosnet/mis/current/hot_careers_current.pdf
https://www.careeronestop.org/
https://www.monster.com/
https://app.schoolinks.com/dashboard/student/to-do-list


 Scholarship Information:

GoingMerry
College Board BigFuture
FastWeb
Scholarships.Com

25-26 Scholarship Opportunities
This list is regularly updated as we
receive information, and most local
scholarships are available during spring
semester. 

Check college websites for information about school-specific opportunities. 
Pay attention to deadlines!

National Scholarship

 Search Engines:
Local Scholarships:

https://www.goingmerry.com/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search/scholarship-list?navId=gf-bff-mschl
https://www.fastweb.com/
http://scholarships.com/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/1Ye-M2UdAMAqRKGfuskpC65OXSL78IPqfTlfrzOkKddo/htmlview?fbclid=PARlRTSAMcD6pleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABpxS8Ese5-n1lhKFwYFJEPmWLxWOZ9xi51ifxDjlPpijn_Cpcve1y4VFcoQw9_aem_3DFJtFp3h4xzg4kkfch_DA


IntroducingSchooLinks:
SchooLinks is Fayette County’s College & Career Readiness

platform. You can use it to: 

Complete and submit college applications

Discover college/career options 

Request transcripts 

Request letters of recommendation 

Build a resume



SchooLinks Highlights:
College

School Search

Favorites and Lists

Admission Stats

College Applications

College Financing



College Application Hub:
List of college applications in-progress

or completed

Edit and submit your applications

Complete the brag sheet

Complete the FAFSA

Link your Common App.

Request Teacher recommendations



Inside theApplication:
Easy checklist for application items

required or optional

Request teacher recommendation letters

See specific deadlines for the school’s

application

Counselor requirements automatically

notify student’s counselor



Starr’s Mill Events:
Stay up to date on upcoming events at

Starr’s Mill High School

Registration for each event

Updated regularly

Includes college, military visits, and

informational sessions 



Who are yourSchool  Counselors?

Ms. Jordan Finch

serving students 9th-12th
A-Ek

finch.jordan@fcboe.org

Mrs. Pam Lewis

serving students 9th-12th
El-Kh

lewis.pam@fcboe.org

Ms. Mary Douglass Hallman

serving students 9th-12th
Ki-Po

hallman.md@fcboe.org

Mr. Charles Walker

serving students 9th-12th
Pr-Z

walker.charles@fcboe.org

mailto:finch.jordan@fcboe.org
mailto:finch.jordan@fcboe.org
mailto:finch.jordan@fcboe.org
mailto:finch.jordan@fcboe.org
mailto:lewis.pam@fcboe.org
mailto:lewis.pam@fcboe.org
mailto:lewis.pam@fcboe.org
mailto:lewis.pam@fcboe.org
mailto:hallman.md@fcboe.org
mailto:hallman.md@fcboe.org
mailto:hallman.md@fcboe.org
mailto:hallman.md@fcboe.org
mailto:walker.charles@fcboe.org
mailto:walker.charles@fcboe.org
mailto:walker.charles@fcboe.org
mailto:walker.charles@fcboe.org


Senior Sponsor Information:

Dr. Bert Groover
groover.bert@fcboe.org

Mr. Rob Bell
bell.rob@fcboe.org

Senior Dues

Senior Parent Volunteer Form

mailto:groover.bert@fcboe.org
mailto:groover.bert@fcboe.org
mailto:bell.rob@fcboe.org
mailto:bell.rob@fcboe.org
https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/prdembd?ref=ZZI62QSD4E04T1K_ZZ5ZRK5012LOXTS
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScnE3sBiGunmdMKUWZTFaHmuPstyi7z_Mpb9vKlnv1dL-TgcQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScnE3sBiGunmdMKUWZTFaHmuPstyi7z_Mpb9vKlnv1dL-TgcQ/viewform


Class of 2026 Newsletter

https://www.parentsquare.com/feeds/54256744


SeniorPicture Information:

Click HERE for link to Cady
Studios  Please contact Ms.

Whitney Shoemaker for
questions about senior pictures

or senior yearbook ads at
shoemaker.whitney@fcboe.org

https://store.cady.com/
mailto:shoemaker.whitney@fcboe.org


StarrsMill_Counseling
Starr’s Mill 

High SchoolCounselingSMHS Counseling Website

Stay Updated

Class of 2026 Newsletter

https://www.instagram.com/starrsmill_counseling?igsh=MTl6NXpiaWx3cXV0bw==
https://www.facebook.com/share/1SWcBLu1GN/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://www.facebook.com/share/1SWcBLu1GN/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://www.facebook.com/share/1SWcBLu1GN/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://smhs.fcboe.org/counseling/smhs-counseling-website
https://www.parentsquare.com/feeds/54256744

