
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 

KS3 Curriculum Overview: Religion and Worldviews (Year 7) 

Rationale:  
 
In Year 7 we endeavour to introduce students to a range of beliefs and practices from religious to non-religious. Students will learn how to express beliefs and practices from a wide range of 
world religions, on a deeper level, paying particular attention to the evaluation and impact these beliefs and practices have on our own lives and the decisions we make. Students will be 
exposed to a range of subject specific terminology, and will learn how to use this accurately and appropriately in their extended exam responses. Students will develop their writing, through 
expression, application and evaluation and listening skills, to encourage high levels of curiosity and philosophical thinking. 
 

 

 

Term /  
Length of 

Unit 
Outline Assessment Home Learning Resources Knowledge/Skills End Points 

Reading  

Autumn/Spring 
term  

What difference does it 
make to believe…? 

 
This unit is designed to 
encourage students to 

explore what difference it 
makes to believe in a 

variety of religious beliefs 
and practices. It also 

encourages students to 
explore the significance of 
philosophy and ethics and 

the difference it can make 
to one’s own behaviour and 

conduct in a modern 
society.  

 
 

‘Philosophy is the 
most important 
subject.’ Discuss 

Students are given 3 
tasks to complete, 

leading to an extended 
exam response as an 
in class assessment 

Full schemes of 
learning with 
associated 

resources on 
Staff Resources 

Knowledge: Plato, Aristotle, rationalism, 
empiricism, the cave, parable, philosophical 
truth, creation, evolution, Passover, 
freedom, liberation, Eid-ul-Fitr, Eid-ul-Adha, 
5 K’s, suffering 
 
Skills: 
Knowledge 
Expression 

Application 
Evaluation 
 

Reading of Plato’s analogy of 
the Cave 
Exodus 12 and 20 
Definition of key terms  
Guided reading of text  
Newspaper articles  
  

Summer term 

 
Does religion help you to be 

good? 
 

This unit is designed to 
introduce students to the 
idea that religion could be 

considered a source of 
moral guidance and help 
people to live good lives. 

 
 

 
‘You don’t need 

religious rules to be 
a good person?’ 

Discuss.  
 

Extended exam 
response, 

considering both 
sides and applying 
key beliefs covered. 

 
 
 
 

Students are given 3 
tasks to complete, 

leading to an extended 
exam response as an 
in class assessment 

Full schemes of 
learning with 
associated 

resources on 
Staff Resources 

Knowledge: Good, kind, evil, morally, 
kindness, commandment, 5 pillars, 
enlightenment, karma 

 
Skills: 
Knowledge 
Expression 
Application 
Evaluation 
 

Biblical text – 10 
commandments  
Key definitions  

http://www.stowevalleymat.com/


                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 

KS3 Curriculum Overview: Religion and Worldviews (Year 8) 

Rationale:  
 

In Year 8 we endeavour to cover key beliefs and practices discussed in year 7 in further detail. Students learn how to express their beliefs and practices on a deeper level, paying particular attention 
to the evaluation and impact these beliefs and practices have on own lives and the decisions we make. Students will be exposed to further subject specific terminology, and will continue to learn 
how to use this accurately and appropriately in their extended exam responses. Students will develop their writing, through expression, application and evaluation, to encourage high levels of 
questioning and exploring the world in which students live. They will continually develop their philosophical thinking in support of both the GCSE and A Level specification.  
 

Term /  
Length of 

Unit 
Outline Assessment Home Learning Resources Knowledge/Skills End Points 

 
Reading  

Autumn term 

What is important about 
religious leaders? 

 
This unit is designed to 
encourage students to 

explore a variety of religious 
leaders, revieing 

characteristics of a religious 
leaders and how their 
beliefs/actions impact 

society. It aims to evaluate 
the motivations of religious 

leaders and assess the 

legacy of figures with 
authority. This will include 
evaluating the influence of 
leaders through a religious 

lens.  
 

‘Religious leaders 
have no influence 

on us today.’ 
Discuss.  

 
Extended exam 
response, 
considering both 
sides and applying 

key beliefs covered. 

Students are given 3 
tasks to complete, 

leading to an 
extended exam 

response as an in 
class assessment 

 

Full schemes of 
learning with 
associated 

resources on Staff 
Resources 

Knowledge 
Jesus, Mohammad, Qur’an, Buddha, 
enlightenment, Guru Nanak. 
 
Skills: 
Knowledge 
Expression 
Application 
Evaluation 

 

Biblical stories/Parables  
Extracts from the Qur’an 

Four Noble Truths  
Reading of ethical theories 

Spring / 
Summer term 

Do we need to prove God’s 
existence? 
 
 

 
This unit is designed to 
encourage students to 

explore what difference it 
makes to believe in a 

variety of religious beliefs 
and practices. It also 

encourages students to 
explore the significance of 

philosophy and ethics and if 
any the difference it can 

‘God’s existence 
can never be 

proven.’ Discuss. 

 
Extended exam 

response, 
considering both 

sides and 
applying key 

beliefs covered. 
 

Students are given 3 
tasks to complete, 

leading to an 
extended exam 

response as an in 
class assessment 

 

Full schemes of 
learning with 
associated 

resources on Staff 
Resources 

Knowledge 
Plato, Aristotle, rationalism, empiricism, 
existence, truth, design argument, 
cosmological argument, ontological 
argument, religious experiences, evolution, 
capitalism, communism. 
 
Skills 
Knowledge 
Expression 
Application 
Evaluation 
 

Guided reading on Paley’s 
watch analogy  
Hume’s dialogue’s  
Anselm’s first and second 
argument  
Gaunilo’s perfect Island 
analogy  
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make to one’s own 
behaviour and conduct in a 

modern society. 

KS3 Curriculum Overview: Religion and Worldviews (Year 9) 

Rationale:  
 

In Year 9 we endeavour to cover key beliefs and practices discussed in year 7/8 in further detail. Students learn how to express their beliefs and practices on a deeper level, paying particular attention 
to the evaluation and impact these beliefs and practices have on own lives and the decisions we make. Students will be exposed to further subject specific terminology, and will continue to learn 
how to use this accurately and appropriately in their extended exam responses. Students will develop their writing, through expression, application and evaluation, to encourage high levels of 
questioning and exploring the world in which students live. They will continually develop their philosophical thinking in support of both the GCSE and A Level specification.  
 

Term /  
Length of 

Unit 
Outline Assessment Home Learning Resources Knowledge/Skills End Points 

 
Reading  

Autumn/ 
Spring Term 

What are alternative 
Worldviews? 
 
 

 
This unit is designed to 
encourage students to 

explore alternative 
worldviews that are present 

within society. It also 
encourages students to 

explore religious and secular 
beliefs outside the realm of 
conventional pupil exposure.   
 
 
 
 

Summative 
overview questions 
that consider 
opinions through 
the lens of different 
world views 

Students are given 3 
tasks to complete, 

leading to an 

extended exam 
response as an in 
class assessment 

 

Full schemes of 
learning with 

associated 
resources on Staff 

Resources 

Knowledge: 
 
Christian and philosophical teachings and 
perspectives, applied to a range of world 
issues 
 
Skills: 
 
Knowledge 
Expression 
Application 
Evaluation 
 
 
 
 

 
Guided reading 
 
Key word definitions 
 
Extracts from philosophical 
writing  

Summer term 

How do different people 
experience inequality and 
what can we do about it? 

 
This unit is designed to 
encourage students to 

explore several case studies 
and review the response 

from religious and 
sociological perspectives. It 

aims to evaluate the 
motivations of religious and 

Summative 
overview questions 
that consider case 
studies regarding 
inequality, and the 
responses made 
from religious 
persepctives  

Students are given 3 
tasks to complete, 

leading to an 
extended exam 

response as an in 
class assessment 

 

Full schemes of 
learning with 
associated 
resources on Staff 
Resources 

Knowledge: 
 
Case studies re: inequality  
Religious and secular responses to 
inequality 
 
Skills: 
 
Knowledge 
Expression 
Application 
Evaluation 

 
 
Guided reading 
 
Key word definitions 
 
Extracts from philosophical 
writing 

http://www.stowevalleymat.com/


                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 

secular belief systems and 
review the impact of 

personal action.  This will 
include evaluating religious 
and secular responses to 

inequality in order to 
develop the moral code of 

all pupils.   
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