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ANIMALS IN SCHOOL
No animal shall be brought to school without prior permission of the building Principal.

The School District is committed to providing a high quality educational program to all students
in a safe and healthy environment.

School Principals, in consultation with the Health Services Providers in each building, shall utilize the
Department of Public Health publication "Guidelines for Animals in Schools or on School Grounds" and
review student health records to determine which animals may be allowed in the school building. The
decision of the Principal shall be final.

Educational Program

Use of animals to achieve specific curriculum objectives may be allowed by the building Principal
provided student health, safety, and allergic sensitivity is not jeopardized and the individual
requesting that the animal be brought to school is responsible for adhering to the "Guidelines for
Animals in Schools or on School Grounds" and any other conditions established by the Principal to
protect the health and well-being of students.

Student Health

The health and well-being of students is the District's highest priority. Animals may cause an allergic
reaction or otherwise impair the health of students. No animals may be brought to school or kept in the
school, classroom, office or common area that may negatively impact the health of any student who
must utilize that area. Animals that cause an allergic reaction or impair the health of students shall be
removed from the school immediately so that no student shall have his/her health impaired and each
student shall have full access to available educational opportunities.

Animals Prohibited from School

Rabies is a growing problem and any fur-bearing animal is susceptible to this very serious fatal
disease. Infected animals can transmit this disease to students and staff. Based on the Massachusetts
Departments of Health and Education recommendations the following animals are prohibited from
schools within the School District.

Wild Animals and Domestic Stray Animals - Because of the high incidence of rabies in bats,
raccoons, skunks, foxes and other wild carnivores, these animals should not be permitted in
school buildings under any circumstances (including dead animals).

Fur-Bearing Animals (pet dogs,* cats, wolf-hybrids, ferrets, etc.,) - These animals may pose a
risk for transmitting rabies, as well as parasites, fleas, other diseases and injuries.

Bats - Bats pose a high risk for transmitting rabies. Bat houses should not be installed on school
grounds and bats should not be brought into the school building.
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Poisonous Animals - Spiders, venomous insects and poisonous snakes, reptiles and lizards are
prohibited for safety reasons.

*Exception: Guide, Hearing and Other Service Dogs or Law Enforcement Dogs - These animals
may be allowed in school or on school grounds with proof of current rabies vaccination.

Exceptions may be made with the prior approval of the Superintendent of Schools.
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