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T
his year, our theme is “Time Well 
Spent.” As we open the doors to a new 
school year in the Phelps-Clifton Springs 

Central School District, I want to take a 
moment to refl ect on the incredible 
work being done across the district 
and to celebrate the people who do 
their best for our students – your 
children - each and every day. 

Did you know.... 
•  Each student will spend approxi-
mately 1,170 hours in our class-
rooms this school year. 

•  Our school buses travel approximately 
2000 miles a day which is a total 360,000 
miles per year safely transporting stu-
dents to and from school. 

•  Our food service team planned, prepared 
and served more than 312,000 nutritious 
meals in the 2024-2025 school year.

•  Our facilities staff  maintains 125 acres of 
green space, parking lots and athletics 
fi elds, and over 546,000 square feet of 
infrastructure and learning space for our 
students and community.  

•  Our technology department supports 
4,400 internet connected devices
including computers, desk and classroom 
phones and safety devices that keep stu-
dents safe, connected and engaged. 

And most importantly, our teachers, instruc-
tional support staff , pupil support professionals 
and administrators work directly with nearly 
1500 students and their families to maximize 
student growth, learning outcomes, and so-
cial-emotional well-being which is evident in our 
ELA and Math profi ciency that outpaced state 
averages, and our graduation rate of approxi-
mately 95%. 

These numbers are more than statistics—they 
are a testament to the dedication, collaboration, 
and care that each district employee brings to 
their role every day. On their side, it exemplifi es 
Time Well Spent.  We are focused on building 
on our successes from last year by empowering 
teacher leadership, strengthening curriculum 
and assessment practices, making data-in-
formed decisions, and normalizing distraction 
free classrooms where the goal is learning, 
every day. But, it takes a village and we cannot 
overlook the eff orts of those at home.  

We want to extend our deepest gratitude to 
the parents and guardians of our community. 
Your partnership, encouragement, and daily 

eff orts at home are essential to the success 
of our students and the strength of our 

schools. Whether it’s getting your 
child to the bus on time, helping with 
homework, attending school events, 
or simply asking how their day went 
— these moments of quality 
time - you are making a diff erence. 

We see you, we appreciate you, and 
we thank you. 

 Please continue to:  
•  Ask your child open-ended questions about 
school like “What was something interest-
ing you learned today?” to spark conversa-
tion and show interest. 

•  Help your child manage their emotions, 
and encourage healthy friendships, and 
self-care habits. 

•  Maintain a dedicated area and routine for 
reading and/or homework. 

•  Encourage regular sleep, healthy meals, 
and time for kids to be kids.  

•  Let your child see you reading, prob-
lem-solving, or learning something new—it 
reinforces the value of education. 

•  Praise eff ort over outcome and help your 
child see mistakes as opportunities to learn. 

Finally, we’re in this together. Stay connected 
with your learner’s teachers and school staff . 
Our educators and administrators send informa-
tion to you in a number of ways. We welcome 
you to attend conferences, and to keep the path 
of communication a two-way street. Come meet 
them during open house and conference oppor-
tunities; reach out with questions or concerns. 
This will help ensure that every child in our 
district has the support they need to thrive—at 
school, at home, and in life. 

Thank you for your passion, your persever-
ance, and your belief in what we can accom-
plish together. Here’s to a year of growth, 
connection, and time well spent. 

With hope and optimism, 

Nick Ganster
Superintendent of Schools 
Phelps-Clifton Springs CSD

A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

COLLECTIVE
SUCCESSESHEALTHY MEALS

NEW HIGH MARK 
FOR MEALS 
SERVED

The Phelps-Clifton Springs 
Central School District Food 
Services Department prepared 
312,160 meals between Sep-
tember 2024 and June 2025.
That was an increase of al-

most 4,000 total meals served 
over 2023-24.
 Midlakes prepared 120,270 

breakfast meals across the two 
buildings, and another 191,890 
lunches.
That equates to an average of 

562 breakfast meals and 987 
lunches each day.
Meals are provided for free 

at Midlakes under a federal 
program. Students are allowed 
one free meal at breakfast and 
lunch and are charged for a la 
carte items and additional full 
meals.
Year-over-year, the District 

made 3,980 more meals during 
the 2024-2025 school year 
than the 2023-2024.
To learn more about the food 

service program and to view 
menus, visit Midlakes.org/
FoodService or scan the code 
below.
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HIGHLIGHTS

USE OF AI AT
MIDLAKES
SCHOOLS

The Phelps-Clifton Springs 
Central School District supports 
learning to prepare every stu-
dent to be successful with the 
skills necessary to compete and 
thrive in a 21st-century environ-
ment, which includes embracing 
new technology and trends.

Some examples include provid-
ing tablets to all students, class-
room computers with specialized 
software for staff  and student 
use, and using equipment and 
systems to enhance student 
learning, protect infrastructure, 
and more.

The growing use of generative 
artifi cial intelligence (AI) has 
created new opportunities and 
challenges for all schools. 

Generative AI is a technol-
ogy that creates new content 
mimicking a human response. It 
can help create and edit texts, 
images, songs and videos, and 
can be taught complex tasks to 
help solve problems.

As part of an annual review 
of the Code of Conduct, the 
Board of Education approved a 
recommendation to add the use 
of AI in any manner not explicit-
ly authorized by a classroom 
teacher as a form of academic 
misconduct. 

Examples of prohibited behav-
iors can be found under section 
5300.30 Prohibited Student Con-
duct, along with the entire Code 
of Conduct, on the District’s 
website under the “Student Life” 
tab and by visiting Midlakes.org/
CodeofConduct.  

Returning this September, 
Midlakes Schools collectively cel-
ebrated the good news regarding 
State profi ciency results.

Together, the staff  at Midlakes, 
with the supportive infrastruc-
tures at home, helped students 
see profi ciency increases in all 
four rated areas: English Lan-
guage Arts (ELA) 3-6, ELA 7-8, 
Math 3-6 and Math 7-8. This 
progress goes hand-in-hand with 
our ultimate goal of graduation, 
where these degrees of profi cien-
cy are the foundations for suc-
cessful graduates. The Midlakes 
Graduation Rate eclipsed 95-per-
cent for the 2024-25 school year.

These results are a collec-
tive eff ort. Teachers ensure 
consistency of instruction and 
the learning of each student. 
Interventionists provide support. 
With the partnership of families 
at home, students have opportu-
nities for continued growth.  

The most recent data shows 
Midlakes English Language Arts 
Grades 3-6 profi ciency scores 
rising 15-percent over 2024, with 
43-percent of takers reaching 
profi ciency over the rate of 
28-percent in 2024. Overall, the 
State saw an increase of 9-per-
cent, meaning Midlakes 3-6 ELA 
improvements in profi ciency were 
increased by nearly double the 

State-wide rate.
The ELA curriculum at the 

Elementary building includes 
the American Reading Company 
and Reading Horizons. Reading 
Horizons, which was documented 
last school year, works on the 
decoding elements of reading. It 
is used through third grade. 

Among 7-8th grade learners, 
49-percent reached profi ciency 
over 34-percent in 2024. The 
state ELA 3-8th grade rate was 
only about a half-percent, while 
Midlakes grew 15-percent.

Almost universally, students 
in an elementary school read-
ing below the 10th percentile 

will receive intensive supports. 
Midlakes can extend those inter-
ventions to students a tier above, 
off ering help to students up to 
the 50th percentile.

In Math 7-8th grade, Midlakes 
showed a rate of 51-percent 
profi ciency, an increase of 
13-percent over 38-percent in 
2024. The State wide increase in 
profi ciency in Math among 7-8th 
graders was only 2.5-percent. 
Midlakes rate of growth was over 
four times stronger than the 
State-wide average.

In Math 3-6th grade, 34-per-
cent of students reached 
profi ciency or better, an increase 
of 6-percent. While that rate of 
profi ciency may fall behind the 
rest of the double-digit growth, 
Midlakes rate of profi ciency is still 
double the State-wide average of 
3-percent growth in profi ciency.

As has been the trend, ELA 
gains were stronger than Math 
gains, but students showed mass 
growth in both disciplines. 

Going forward, teachers have 
already been working on devel-
oping and implementing added 
benchmarks that align with 
end-of-the-course assessments 
to check in on student learning 
and respond in their teaching to 
address what students need for 
growth to continue. 

OVERALL INCREASE IN
ELA, MATH PROFICIENCY
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HIGHLIGHTS

CLASS OF ’25
Kevin Acevedo-Resendiz

Jackson D. Alamond
Theodore Altman

Alexis Nevaeh Bailey
Dylan R. Baldwin

Brianna Victoria Barrios
Dylan J. Barse

Johnny J. Bartolon
Mitchell J. Bement

Alex J. Bennett
Heavenly R. Black

Cloey Bowden
Ethan Robert Brodman

Jax Bruder
Azrielle M. Cahill

Kelsey A. Caldwell
Matthew A. Cannan

Cheria Caraballo
Rowen Joseph Cartwright

Hunter Delos Casper
Colin Chimera

Nicholas Christensen
Chloe Sophia Collett

Gavin Congdon
Candiz Valerie Contreras
Anthony Michael Cooper

Malyse J. Cooper
Aiden M. Cotto

Alexander Crowther
Nicholas B Curran
Alexa J. Davies

Christopher Dawley
Joshua M. DeCook

Austin DeLand
Jack W. DePew

Soleil H. DeRuyter
Wayne S. Dinehart
Nicholas M. Donk
Zoe Monet Doucet

Benjamin Riley Drennen
Ava E. Drover

Amanda Durkee
Samuel B. Edgemon
Arlen James Eldridge

Isabell Eldridge
Nathaniel David Ellis

Ava Fitzgerald
Emmalyn Frankovitch

Lyndsay Frere
Aleena Sophia Fullerton

Mackenzie Madison Gardner
Kyra Susan Guest

Madison Renee Haers
Jackie A. Haight

Trevor Jerome Jay Halladay
Benjermin M Hibbard
Benjamin S. Horning

Dylan E. Johnson
Kaylynn M. Judson

GRADUATES 
AWARDED 
$165K

Graduating seniors at Midlakes 
High School received approximately 
$165,000 in fi nancial support, certifi -
cates and other awards for outstand-
ing academic achievements, citizen-
ship, and individual merit during the 
school’s 55th Commencement on 
Saturday, June 28 in the Midlakes 
High School Auditorium. Overall, 
50 students were honored with 
119 awards totaling $165,401. 

PHOTO RELEASE,
PRIVACY INFO.

The Phelps-Cli[ on Springs 
Central School District celebrates 
the learning and accomplishments 
of students in materials that may 
include, but are not limited to, 
honors/awards, non-graded work, 
photographs, videos, and voice 
recordings. 

This informaঞ on may be 
released to local media, published 
in District publicaঞ ons, posted 
at school or public funcঞ ons, or 
printed in a school yearbook. If 
published, a student’s name or 
likeness may appear with the 
intent to highlight/praise student 
learning and accomplishments. 

Also, the Federal Family Ed-
ucaঞ on Rights and Privacy Act 
(FERPA) allows schools to release 
certain pieces of “directory infor-
maঞ on” unless parents choose to 
exercise their right of refusal. 

Per FERPA, the District must 
publish an annual noঞ ce inform-
ing parents and students of their 
right to refuse the release of such 
informaঞ on. A full explanaঞ on 
can be found in BoardDocs, under 
the Board of Educaঞ on tab at 
Midlakes.org. 

No acঞ on is required if your 
family agrees to allow the District 
to publish and/or display informa-
ঞ on for non-commercial purposes. 
Those not granঞ ng permission 
should clearly include their child’s 
fi rst and last name, grade level, 
and email cmarquart@midlakes.
org, or write their school or child’s 
teacher(s). 



5midlakes.org

 GRADUATES
Grace C Kauder

Maxwell R Klaehn
Ashlyn Phoenix Knapp

Hunter R Knorr
Anna Alexandra Krefeld

Jameson E Krenzer
Ruben Laboy

Jacob A Lannon
Caleb W Lewis
Diallo Lewis

Thea Magnolia Lewis
Sienna G Lowe

Cheyenne Manuel
Mia A McMahon
William Meyers

Emma Middlebrook
Nathan Miller

Hannah Mae Minns
Stephanie Mitchelson

Steven N Montemorano
Jace Morrison
Tyler R Murray
Jeremy N Myhill
Justin Nealey
Rain Newton

Jackson Tyler Nurse
Jacob O’Brien

Leah Peck-Elzey
James Perez

Cecileigh Perri
Rhylee E Pettey

Claudia Grace Polisoto
Braylan James Rago

Payton R Reed
Iyana A Rice

Destiny Rae Robinson
Natalee M Rockefeller
Charles J Rodriguez

Isaiah RonDon
Ava Sophia Schrader

Grace Senecal
Timothy H Sheffi  eld
John M Shipley III

James Wilmarth Smith
Jonah Spangenberg

Natalia Stanley
Ethin E Syck

Nicholas Sebastian Tiff any
Makayla Rose Traster
Connor Scott Tripp
Gabriella R Trunzo

Hayden Wells
Alyvia M Westcott

Ella Grace Weykman
Dylan Jacob White

Maya Wilson
Donald J Wing

Lauren Marie Wodenscheck

HIGHLIGHTS

 Midlakes’ Graduates of 
Disঞ ncঞ on Commi� ee seeks to 
honor alumni of Midlakes High 
School for achieving outstanding 
professional, civic, and other 
accomplishments.

The commi� ee, comprised 
of students, school staff , and 
community members, seeks 
nominaঞ ons for its next class of 
honorees.

Nominaঞ ons are due by Nov.1, 
and can be completed by fi lling 
out an online form or download-
ing and mailing a paper form at 
Midlakes.org/GradsofDisঞ ncঞ on. 

 Individuals are eligible for in-
ducঞ on into the Graduates of Dis-
ঞ ncঞ on 15 years a[ er graduaঞ ng 
from Midlakes High School. The 
commi� ee considers educaঞ onal 
and professional achievements; 
honors, awards, and professional 
affi  liaঞ ons; civic or community 
involvement; military service, and 
other factors for inducঞ on.

Honorees will be invited to 
campus for tours and to share 
their experiences with students, 
in addiঞ on to a recepঞ on at War-
fi eld’s. A plaque of their accom-
plishments will be displayed at 
school and shared with the school 
community.

Nominaঞ ons can be mailed 
to the Graduates of Disঞ ncঞ on 
Commi� ee, c/o District Offi  ce, 
1490 Route 488, Cli[ on Springs, 
NY 14432, or emailed to 
GradsofDisঞ ncঞ on@Midlakes.org 
or directly to cmarquart@midlakes.
org. 

MIDLAKES SEEKS 
‘GRADUATES OF 
DISTINCTION’
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ATHLETICS HALL OF FAME

’25 INDUCTEES 
ANNOUNCED

Three standout athletes at Mid-
lakes High School will join a grow-
ing lists of graduates recognized 
for their athleঞ c accomplishments 
by the Midlakes Athleঞ cs Hall of 
Fame Commi� ee.

EJ Wells-Spicer, arguably the 
best volleyball player to come 
out of Midlakes’ program, will be 
enshrined along with teammate 
Dan Mowery and fellow volleyball 
star Joe Petzoldt.

 Wells-Spicer was named Finger 
Lakes First Team All-League four 
ঞ mes, and was twice recognized 
as an All-Greater Rochester First 
Team and twice honored as the 
AGR Player of the Year (2008, 
2007). He was named the Secঞ on 
V Class B Most Valuable Player 
twice (2007, 2006). He fi nished 
as the all-ঞ me leader in assists 
(2,164).

Mowery was a fi ve-season 
volleyball standout and was 
twice named to the Finger Lakes 
All-League First Team, and twice 
earned First-Team nominaঞ ons to 
the All-Greater Rochester team. 
Mowery was a Secঞ on V Class B 
All-Tournament Team nominee in 
2007.

Petzoldt compiled a total of 702 
kills, leading the team in the sta-
ঞ sঞ cal category during each of his 
fi nal three seasons. He was a First 
Team nominee to the Finger Lakes 
All-League lists three ঞ mes. His 
sophomore and seanior seasons, 
he was named to the Secঞ on V 
Class B All-Tournament teams.

Also, the Commi� ee is accept-
ing nominaঞ ons for its Class of 
2025. All athletes are eligible for 
inducঞ on 10 years a[ er gradua-
ঞ on.  Former coaches, administra-
tors, and community supporters 
who have made extraordinary 
eff orts to the District’s athleঞ c 
programs are eligible. A commi� ee 
of former coaches, administra-
tors, and community supporters 
considers individual athletes, 
teams, and excepঞ onal contribu-
tors for inducঞ on into the Hall of 
Fame. For more informaঞ on, visit 
Midalkes.org/halloff ame. 

Class of ‘93
Grad returns 
to Midlakes

S
ara Herrero danced her fi n-
gerঞ ps across the black lab 
table top, her eyes fl ashing 

as that single moment brought on 
a fl ood of memories from over 30 
years ago.

Herrero crossed the stage with 
the class of 1993, an exchange 
student from Burgos, Spain. 

“I’ve always wanted to 
come back. Returning 
here has always been 
on my mind,” she said.

Coming upon her 
50th birthday, Sara 
returned to North 
America with her 
husband, Jesus Ojeda 
and their sons, Marঞ n, 14 
and Bruno, 11. They visited 
Niagara Falls on the Canadian side, 
and stayed in Canandaigua before 
touring the Midlakes Campus on 
a picture-perfect a[ ernoon. The 
family now resides in Fleet, north 
of London in the United Kingdom.

One of the fi rst stops was to her 
American family’s home on Main 
Street in Cli[ on Springs. She resid-
ed with Ruth and Gil Adams during 
the 1992-93 school year.

“It was almost surreal. It was 
familiar, I knew where I was,” 
Herrero said, expressing she had 
surprised herself with how much 
she remembered. 

“Even driving here, it was like 
living in a movie for a moment,” 
Jesus said.

The Adams had kept in touch, 
trading le� ers consistently through 
2022. 

“For Bruno and Marঞ n, the Ad-
ams made sure the boys knew they 
were part of an American family,” 
said Herrero, noঞ ng the Adams 
would send birthday and Valenঞ nes 
Day cards to the boys. “We think of 
them as family sঞ ll, too.”

Herrero and Jesus, originally 
from Cádiz, Spain, moved to Fleet 
in the Hampshire County in 2001. 
Sara is a pharmacist with Royal 
Surrey in Guilford, focusing in 
Oncology.  Ojeda works for SC 
Johnson out of Racine, Wisc. and 
Ojeda had visited the US for work 
previously, but never to New York. 

Their sons had never vis-
ited the United States, 
but were quite versed 
in the happenings 
here - thanks to social 
media creators.

Herrero was stunned 
at the size of the pool, 

visiঞ ng late enough in the 
summer to see the renova-

ঞ ons fully complete. The pool was 
not constructed when she was 
a� ending. She also remembered 
the Auditorium as being smaller, 
and recounted the process of 
staging, waiঞ ng in cap and gown, 
and crossing the stage during Com-
mencement in ‘93.

The lab tables were a helpful re-
minder of the ‘glory days.’ Herrero 
recalled dissecঞ on labs, but did not 
remember the Library having so 
many computers. Herrero remem-
bered Marty Meyer, and Keith 
Childs, recalling “Mr. Childs, his 
ঞ es, oh, his ঞ es.” She recalled prom 
events and Homecoming, and the 
athleঞ c teams. She was struck by 
the addiঞ ons that have been put 
on, and is planning to come back to 
see the new fi elds once complete, 
perhaps as a 55th birthday cele-
braঞ on.

Her senঞ ments reinforce what 
the District has embraced for 
decades: a public school teaches 
everyone, and off ers common 
experiences for each and every 
student to refl ect on down the line. 

“But it’s also changed so much,” 
Herrero said of the buildings and 
grounds. “Everything, it feels so 
much bigger. And it’s so green, 
that’s one thing that strikes me is 
how vibrant the campus is.”

“This school is absolutely amaz-
ing,” Bruno noted. 

Herrero was stunned to learn 

about the Ag and Business suite, 
where the students grow produce 
that ulঞ mately gets used in the caf-
eteria salads. The music suite in the 
Secondary building le[  the boys 
wide-eyed. Herrero was impressed 
with the Graduates of Disঞ ncঞ on 
display cases, and the family as a 
whole noted the wide variety of 
opportuniঞ es off ered to stu-
dents, from sports, to clubs - and 
tree-gra[ ing - to courses. Jesus 
took note of the apple tree saplings 
students gra[ ed together and 
planted in the raised beds in the 
high school courtyard last spring.

“In 1993, I don’t think salads 
were even an opঞ on in the cafe-
teria, let alone grown on campus,” 
Herrero joked. “I can’t believe how 
much opportunity the kids here 
have now, with the business class-
es and the agricultural courses. It’s 
quite something.”

There were also cultural diff er-
ences. Her sons a� end schools that 
do not have lockers. Everything is 
toted in bags class to class. And 
Bruno desperately wants to try an 
American Pop-Tart, an item learned 
about through YouTube.

The family took several pic-
tures in the auditorium, and near 
poignant campus landmarks such 
as the granite sign along State 
Route 488 and the carved eagle at 
the stadium. The family discussed 
another return in fi ve years.

“Thinking back, about friends 
and family, it’s almost like fantasy 
to say you went to high school in 
America,” Herrero said. “And having 
gone to school in the US, it chang-
es the way you see things. You may 
not have considered it before, but 
travel is an opঞ on.

“You know people, you’re not a 
stranger here.”

Once an eagle, always an eagle. 

Always an Eagle
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CAREER CORNER

JOIN OUR TEAM!
The Phelps-Cli[ on Springs 

CSD is a posiঞ ve and rewarding 
place to work. School em-
ployees enjoy many benefi ts, 
including compeঞ ঞ ve pay, paid 
holidays and training, sick and 
vacaঞ on ঞ me, fl exible hours 
for some posiঞ ons, health and 
reঞ rement benefi ts, leadership 
and mentorship opportuniঞ es, 
support from a great team, and 
much more. For a list of open-
ings and the District job board, 
visit www.midlakes.org/jobs or 
scan the QR Code below. 

OPENINGS
• BUS DRIVERS are needed 

for mulঞ ple openings. Compet-
iঞ ve salary and paid training. 
There are driver, trainee and 
subsঞ tute driver posiঞ ons 
open.

• PROBATIONARY 
BUSINESS TEACHER proba-
ঞ onary lisঞ ng for Grades 7-12. 

• SPEECH PATHOLOGIST 
/ THERAPIST probaঞ onary 
lisঞ ngs, with one opening.

• TEACHING ASSISTANT
probaঞ onary lisঞ ngs, with three 
openings. 

• SUBSTITUTES Subs posi-
ঞ ons are open throughout the 
district. 

Events subject to change. Find school calen-
dars, sports schedules and more under the 

“Community” tab at Midlakes.org.

BOARD OF EDUCATION
MEETING 
6:30 p.m., Sept. 15

HOMECOMING WEEK
Sept. 28-Oct. 4

SECONDARY OPEN HOUSE
6 p.m., Sept. 18

ROLLER SKATING PARTY
Oct. 6: UPK-2
Oct. 7: 3-4
Oct. 8: 5-6

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
MEETING
6:30 p.m., Oct. 6

SUPERINTENDENT’S 
CONFERENCE DAY
Oct. 10 (NO STUDENTS)

COLUMBUS DAY/
INDIGENOUS PEOPLE’S DAY 
Oct. 13 (NO SCHOOL)

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
OPEN HOUSE
Oct. 15-16

GRADES 7-12 SCHOOL 
PICTURE DAYS
Oct. 15-17

BOARD OF EDUCATION
MEETING
6:30 p.m., Oct. 20

UPK-6 SCHOOL 
PICTURE DAY
Oct. 22-23

SENIOR PHOTOS/
BABY PICTURES DUE
Oct. 31-Nov. 3

NOMINATIONS DUE
Athletics Hall of Fame/
Graduates of Distinction, Nov. 1

VETERANS DAY
Nov. 11 (No School)
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LOOKING AHEAD

POOL OFFICIALLY OPEN
The Midlakes Aquatic Center is offi  cially open with the start of 

school this fall. The pool is a gathering place for the community 
as a whole. It is a site for swim and lifeguarding lessons, local 
CPR and underwater training. It is used by the Phelps Community 
Center, Clifton YMCA and Ontario County Sheriff ’s Department. 
Morning, family, lap, and open swim as well as water aerobics are 
off ered throughout the week. Classes fi ll quickly. The new blocks 
are installed, along with the new fi ltration system and dehumidifi er. 
All pool resurfacing is complete.

Family/Open/Lap Swim: 6-8 p.m., Friday.
Morning Swim: 6-7:30 a.m., Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. 
Water Aerobics: 7:30-8:30 a.m., Mon., Wed., & Fri. 

WINTER SWIM LESSONS (SESSION II)
• Email registration by December 19 to Jack Hauber at jhauber@

midlakes.org. 
• Include: Parent’s name, child’s name, parent’s email, and 

phone number, along with lesson level and time (if Level 1).
• Level 1 lessons are 30 minutes long, from 9-9:30 a.m. and 

9:30-10 a.m. 
• Levels 2, 3, 4 and 5 have hour-long lessons, from 9-10 a.m.
• Lesson dates are Jan. 3, 10, 17, 31 and Feb. 7. All dates are 

subject to change.
For more information, call (315) 548-6451 or visit the District’s 

website at Midlakes.org/AquaticCenter. 

UPCOMING EVENTS
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CAN’T MISS HAPPENINGS

SPIRIT WEEK 
Show your Midlakes pride and support a positive school culture 

by encouraging your students to participate in Spirit Week, join 
school pep rallies, wear Midlakes gear, and come together with 
alumni who return for the annual Homecoming football game with 
food trucks and more. The homecoming parade returns on Sep-
tember 28 at 4 pm.

DATES: Sept. 28-Oct. 4; Game at 7 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 3. 

VETERANS DAY CELEBRATION
Midlakes Elementary School 

plans to continue its tradition 
with students of honoring local 
servicemen and women with a 
parade at school. The second-
ary school will host a separate 
ceremony with students and 
veterans following the parade.

DATE: Friday, Nov. 7. 
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The award-winning Midlakes 
Theatre Experience is excited to 
announce its fall production, ‘The 
Odd Couple (Female Version)’ The 
classic contrasting duo of comedy, 
Unger and Madison, are at it again. 
This time, it’s Florence Unger and 
Olive Madison in this retelling of Neil 
Simon’s hilarious classic.
Directed by Marie Fischer (Class 

of 2015) with Mikayla Wilkes and 
Stefan Uveges (Class of 2013) as 
Assistant Directors, “The Odd Couple 
(Female Version)” remains in the 
Big Apple and Madison’s New York 
City high-rise apartment stays as 
the story’s setting. The technical 
elements for this production are led 
by Cris Brown (Class of 1994), with 
lighting design by Ross Giff ord (Class 
of 1997) as well as props and set 
dressing curated by Trevor Barcomb 
(Class of 2018).
A rigid-minded Florence Unger has 

everything in its place. Bordering 
on obsessive with her neat and or-
derly world, she moves in with Olive 
Madison, a disorganized and polar 

opposite. While Madison spends 
carelessly and lives a disheveled life 
amid clutter and spoiled food, life 
seems to be a delight. The two ban-
ter and bicker, all while navigating 
friendships, relationships, and their 
weekly game of Trivial Pursuit.
The ensemble will include, in alpha-

betical order: Hayden Bump, Cecelia 
Clemons, Allison DeRuyter, Ellie Dorr, 
Liesl Dorr, Justin Herman, Gavin 
Ruggles and Mackenzie Weitzel. 
Theatregoers can expect an 

evening of laughter, comedy and 

heartfelt storytelling. 
The Midlakes Theatre Experience 

prides itself on fostering talent and 
producing quality performances for 
the community. Performances will be 
Thursday, November 13th, through 
Saturday, November 15th at 7:30 
p.m., and on Sunday, November 
16th at 2:00 PM in the Midlakes 
Black Box Theatre.  
Tickets will be available at the 

Midlakes High School Main Offi  ce as 
well as other retail vendors that will 
be announced soon. 

THE ODD COUPLE COMES 
TO BLACKBOX NOV. 13-15

NEHS DONATES 
$12K AT RELAY 

Midlakes chapter of the National 
Elementary Honor Society again 
made moves during the annual Relay 
For Life of the Finger Lakes, raising 
over $12,000 for the American Cancer 
Society. All year long - from stuff y 
grams, to the Spring Fling Dance, to 
small ‘spring cleaning garage sales’ - 
the NEHS crew is actively fundraising, 
and using their activities to cultivate 
a sense of community, citizenship and 
contribution. 

Sammy Bishop was recognized 
by fi fth grade teacher Erin Altman 
and Elementary Librarian Heather 
Bradley - the NEHS advisors - during 
the Elementary Awards ceremony, 
generating several thousand dollars 
in donations. Several students stayed 
until 10 pm to help with the cleanup 
at the Relay for Life event. 


