FISD Cell Phone Policy and Procedures (6-12 grade Students

Multiple studies have documented the harmful effects of cell phone and social media use on
student well-being and academic progress. As a result, Texas law requires public schools to
prohibit the use of personal communication devices during the school day on school property.
Specifically, the use of cell phones, smart watches, and AirPods/wireless headphones will not be
permitted. This policy is adopted to implement this requirement and improve the quality of the
learning environment in our schools. All devices must either be left at home or secured using
the designated, school-issued locking system for the duration of the school day. The use of
personal cell phones or other personal electronic devices at any time on campus is strictly
prohibited.

A school-issued locking system will be provided to each student upon enrollment in FISD. If the
Yondr bag( Y-bag) is lost or damaged, the student will be financially responsible for replacing it
before they are allowed to bring their personal cell phone or other electronic devices back on
campus. The assessed fee for lost or damaged Y-bags will be $30. Whether a Y-bag is damaged is
determined by the principal or designee.

School Day Processes

At the Beginning of the School Day:

1. Before entering the school premises, students must power off their cell phones and
place all cell phones/AirPods/smart watches into their designated Y-bags.

2. Once the cell phones/AirPods/smart watches are safely stowed inside the Y-bag,
students should securely seal the Y-bag using the locking mechanism and store it in
their backpack.

3. It is the student's responsibility to arrive at class punctually with their Y-bag securely
fastened.

4. It is the student’s responsibility to self-report at the beginning of the day if they fail to
have their bag upon arrival. See guidelines for “self-reporting” below.

5. For late arrival, please enter at the designated campus doors. Please secure your
devices in your Y-bag upon arrival.

Throughout the School Day:

1. Maintain your phone/AirPods/smartwatches securely within your assigned Y-bag for
the entirety of the school day.

2. In the event of leaving campus for an appointment or an off-campus class assignment
(PALS, Ready Set Teach, internships/practicums, etc.), unlock your Y-bag at the main
office before exiting the building. Upon returning, ensure to relock your Y-bag at the
main office.

3. Accessing your phone/AirPods/smart watches anywhere on campus during the school
day is strictly prohibited.
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Conclusion of the School Day:
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Upon the conclusion of the school day, unlock your bag utilizing the unlocking base.
Retrieve your phone/AirPods/smart watches from the Y-bag.

3. Securely close your empty Y-bag so the pin does not get damaged, and place it in your
backpack for the next day. Remember, damage to the Y-bag will be your responsibility.
4. Students are free to use their phones on campus after school ends at 3:55pm.

Violations of Cell Phone Policy

Each of the following violations will result in the student’s phone and/or Y-bag being confiscated

by school staff.

e Physical damage to the Y-bag in an attempt to circumvent its intended purpose. (Ex:
inappropriate markings, holes, bent pin, stripped lock, etc.)

e Losing the Y-bag.
Damaging or taking someone else’s Y-bag.

e Using a cell phone/AirPods/smartwatch anywhere on campus during school hours.

Consequences

1st Offense

The phone will be stored in the assistant principal’s office for the day, and the
parent or guardian will be notified.

A warning will be issued to both the student and the parent or guardian
about further consequences for failing to comply with the cell phone-free
policy.

Students must review the completed cell phone policy acknowledgement
(done via Skyward) to confirm their understanding and future adherence to
the cell phone/AirPod-free policy.

Only the parent or guardian is permitted to pick up the cell
phone/airpods/smart watches; students are not allowed to retrieve their own
devices.

The offense will be recorded in Skyward, using the cell phone violation action
code.

2nd Offense

The phone will be stored in the assistant principal’s office for the day, and the
parent or guardian will be notified.

Only the parent or guardian is permitted to pick up the cell
phone/airpods/smart watches; students are not allowed to retrieve their own
devices.

Choice of 5 hours of community service or a 3 hour Saturday Detention.

The offense will be recorded in Skyward, using the cell phone violation action
code.

3rd Offense

The phone will be stored in the assistant principal’s office for the day, and the
parent or guardian will be notified.

Only the parent or guardian is permitted to pick up the cell
phone/airpods/smart watches; students are not allowed to retrieve their own
devices.

One day ISS/ASC assignment.

The offense will be recorded in Skyward, using the cell phone violation action
code.
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4th e The phone will be kept in the assistant principal’s office for the day.
Offense e Only the parent or guardian is allowed to pick up the cell phone; students are

& Beyond not permitted to retrieve their own devices.

e An in-person meeting will be scheduled with the parent or guardian.

e The offense will be recorded in Skyward, using the cell phone violation action
code.

e The 4th offense and beyond will be considered insubordination for refusing
to comply with school rules and guidelines related to cell
phone/airpod/smart watch use. This will be treated as a serious offense
according to the FISD Student Code of Conduct, and consequences will be
issued accordingly. May result in DAEP assignment for persistent
misconduct.

Self-Reporting Expectation

Students are expected to self-report to the designated school office if they forget to bring their
locking system before the start of first period. By self-reporting, students can avoid the
consequences associated with violating the cell phone policy.

e If a student self-reports, their phone will be securely held in the Assistant Principal’s
office for the duration of the school day.

e The student may retrieve their phone at the end of the day without penalty.
e Failure to self-report will result in consequences as outlined in this policy.

Emergency Communication

e If a student needs to make an emergency call during the school day, they must go to their
grade-level office or the front office.

e Ifa parent needs to communicate an urgent message with their student:

o For grades 8-12, an email to the student is recommended.
o Parents may also call the school in the case of an emergency, and the message will
be delivered to the student.
m Change in transportation (call school no later than 3PM then send follow
up email to your Assistant Principal.
m Family emergency

Medical Accommodations

Parents should inform school administration and school nurse of any medical conditions that
may require the use of a phone for monitoring purposes. Appropriate accommodations will be
provided to ensure the student’s health and safety through either the 504, ARD committee, or
Mustang Intervention Team.

School Liability for Confiscated Phones

If a personal communication device is in the possession of the school, the school will take
appropriate efforts to keep the device appropriately stored and free from damage. However,
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parents should note the school specifically disclaims any liability for devices that
are damaged or lost while in the school’s possession. Parents will not be compensated
for devices that have been in the school’s possession in the event those devices are lost or
damaged while in possession of the school.

Definitions for purposes of this policy:

« “school property” means anywhere on a school’s campus or in a district facility where
instruction is provided, including but not limited to: classrooms, hallways, gyms, cafeterias,
band halls and all other extracurricular spaces; outdoor fields, tracks, and other athletic areas;
all breezeways, courtyards, playgrounds, and other outdoor areas, specifically including all
school parking lots.

» “school day” is defined as the time from when a student enters the school building until
the time they leave the building after dismissal. Exceptions may occur for approved activities or
school-related travel. Teachers have the authority to set expectations for students during this
time.

« “personal communication device” is defined in Texas Education Code Section
37.082(d). It also includes any wearable technology that is capable of digital communication or
telecommunication, like glasses.

Revised 8.8.25



	 
	FISD Cell Phone Policy and Procedures (6-12 grade Students) 
	Self-Reporting Expectation 
	Emergency Communication 
	Medical Accommodations 

