Welcome Russell Raiders!

School Year 2025-2026

Important Information and Expectations for a successful
school year.

Please read through the following packet.

Thank you!
Let’s have a GREAT year!!!

Russell Middle School of the Performing Arts
3825 Montebello Drive West
Colorado Springs, CO., 80918
Main (719)328-5200 Attendance (719)328-5211

School Hours: 8:35am-3:44pm



Attendance

Itis important that your student attends school. Being present for instruction is critical to
success in the learning environment. Did you know, “One day of missed school = as many
as three days of catch up for a child to learn all the missed information and skills.”

Absences can be excused by calling the Russell attendance office at (719)328-5211. You
may leave a message. Attendance will be updated within 24 hours of your call.

A student’s absence needs to be excused within 48 hours from the start of the absence.
Russell Middle School holds the right to ask for documentation before excusal for an
absence once a student becomes chronically absent. A student becomes chronically
absent once they have missed 10% or more days of school.

Please ensure that your student arrives on time. School starts promptly @ 8:35am. Please
keep in mind students who are tardy may face consequences including lunch detention. Be
in class on time to avoid these issues.

Dress Code

Our goal in enforcing a coherent dress code is to sustain a positive, orderly, and safe
learning environment focused on academic achievement with minimal distractions.

Our guidelines mirror those established by Colorado Springs School District #11 Board of
Education:

e Students should wear tops that are acceptable. Off shoulder shirts should have tanks
underneath. Tanks should have three finger shoulder width straps without chests or
undergarments showing.

e Midriff, undergarments, and chests should not be showing or visible at any time.

¢ Shorts and dresses need to be long enough to cover all private areas. If the attire is too
short, students will be asked to change. Leggings underneath are preferable. Basketball
shorts are appropriate.

* When wearing leggings as pants, please ensure that they are not see-through.
¢ Students should wear shirts that do not reveal undergarments

e Sports jerseys that hang far below the armpit must have a tank or shirt underneath. (no
under garments should be showing)

¢ All hoodies need to have hoods off/down in the building at all times.



* Sagging pants are not allowed. This is a District 11 policy.
¢ All shoes must have a sole.

¢ Slogans must be positive, not offensive to others, and appropriate for the school
environment

¢ Ripped pants: any holes above mid-thigh need to have leggings or shorts underneath.
¢ No underwear as outerwear (undershirt tanks, boxers etc.)
* No pajamas (pants, tops gowns etc.)

* Russell is a hats, sunglasses, and costume (cat ears, tails, drawing on skin, dress-up) free
zone.

Students who do not comply with the dress code will be asked to change into appropriate
clothing. Our goal is to maintain a safe, orderly, and positive environment focused on
learning for students who attend school at Russell Middle School every day. Parents, we
appreciate your help in assisting your student with appropriate school wear and thank you
in advance for the positive outcome.

Cell Phone/Electronics Policy

Our new cell phone/Electronics policy, YondR pouches, will continue to be implemented
during the school year. The expectation is, if you have a cell phone, earbuds or
smartwatches, they are to be turned off, stored and locked in your YondR pouch upon
entering the school building. These pouches are provided at the beginning of the year for
our new 6" graders and any new students to Russell MS. If you attended Russell MS or a
D11 school last year, you should have either turned in your pouches at the end of the
school year or will bring them for this school year. Lost or damaged pouches are your
responsibility and will need to be replaced through our business office for $35.

If you are caught using your electronics during school hours:
1¢t offense- asked to turn electronics in at the front office and may pick it up after school.

2" offense- asked to turn electronics into front office and parents will be called. They may
be picked up after school.

3 offense- electronics are turned into the front office and a parent will need to pick them
up.

Repeated offenses can result in ISD-In School Detention and/or OSS-Out of School
Suspension.



Discipline
Discipline issues to know about

¢ Weapons (guns, knives etc.) are not allowed on campus. Laser pointers, projectiles and
fireworks are classified as standard weapons in our district and prohibited.

e [llegal drugs, controlled substances, paraphernalia (for example pipes and vape pens),
alcohol, and tobacco are not allowed on campus.

¢ Refrain from fighting, including hitting in self-defense; this will result in a suspension and
possible police citation.

¢ Contribute positively to the learning environment; continued disruption will not be
tolerated, and the student will be disciplined. In the case of habitually disruptive students
(8 removals from class) an in-person conference will be held with the student and the
parent for each removal and student may be taken out of that class for the remainder of the
quarter or semester.

¢ Bullying behavior will not be tolerated. Perpetrators will be disciplined.

¢ Graffiti and Vandalism are illegal, and offenders will be disciplined and reported to the
police.

¢ Students are expected to follow directions from staff at all times.

SAS- Student Accountability System

« If a student earns more than one “F” during a quarter= No participation in identified
extra-curricular activities: Attendance must be over 85% as well.

* Students that earn more than one F or more during a quarter will be supported by the
Student Accountability System:

» Communication with parents (Mastery Resource Emails: student email and CC
teacher/team leads)—to keep positive, reply all to student and parent providing a
positive message

» Mastery Resource teachers will monitor grades and support students in constructing
and sustain a plain to keep their grades up



* Interventions, such as tutoring with other teachers, will be determined by grade level
teams using MTSS (multi-tiered system of supports)

* Ways to erase or adjust points include; Academic improvement, positive referrals,
etc.

« 8th grade students earning more than 4 F’s will not participate in continuation
* Quarterly rewards for students with no failing grades

*Students must be in attendance at school the day of an after school activity in
order to participate in the after school activity.

***SAVE THE DATE***
Open House- Tuesday, August 19
5:30pm-7pm



