
Freshmen 101:
Credits and GPA



Pre-Survey
                                                                                           Click Here For Link

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScXRPuVUj9ut9AhErlNdVG_48aGhNCxQPlnWRxPQpGdNAtuXQ/viewform?usp=header
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AGENDA

1. HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

2. UNDERSTANDING CREDITS, GPA & TRANSCRIPTS
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ASCA Student Standard
B-LS 7. 
Long- and short-term academic, 
career and social/emotional 
goals
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LEARNING OBJECTIVE

By the end of this lesson, students will identify 
the total number of credits and cumulative GPA 
required to meet the long-term academic goal 

of graduating from high school.



LMHS 
COUNSELORS!



WHY SHOULD I MEET WITH MY COUNSELOR? 
✘ Set goals for High School
✘ Create academic and career plans
✘ Problem solving
✘ Individual and small-group counseling
✘ Emotional/Personal concerns
✘ Individual/family/school crisis intervention
✘ Bullying/harassment
✘ Referrals *if necessary*
✘ See something Hear something → Say something!



NLMUSD is committed to making our schools safe and 
supportive for ALL students. 

Need someone to talk to? We are available to meet 
with you and/or your family to figure out how we 

can best support. 
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SUBJECT AREA Years Credits

LANGUAGE ARTS 4 years 40 

SOCIAL SCIENCE 3 years 30 

SCIENCE 3 years 30

MATHEMATICS 3 years 30 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 2 years 20

FINE ARTS, WORLD LANG,
CAREER TECH ED (CTE) 2 years 20

TOTAL ELECTIVE CREDITS  50 

TOTAL MINIMUM CREDITS  220

HIGH SCHOOL 
SUCCESS 

BEGINS WITH 
YOU!
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GRADES MATTER!!
HIGH SCHOOL
✘ Minimum 2.0 GPA required for Graduation
✘ Sports Eligibility 2.0 GPA required.

AFTER HIGH SCHOOL
✘ Meet requirements and be competitive for college 

admission & other post-secondary options
✘ Earn Scholarships for College (FREE MONEY!) 



HIGH SCHOOL REQUIREMENTS

✘ How do I earn  credits?

✘ What grades are PASSING?

✘ What grades are FAILING?

✘ What is the minimum 
cumulative GPA and total 
number of credits to graduate 
high school? 
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

EARN 220 TOTAL CREDITS & 2.0 
CUMULATIVE GPA 

BREAK DOWN:

9TH   GRADE= 60 CREDITS

10TH GRADE= 120 CREDITS 

11TH GRADE= 180 CREDITS

12TH GRADE= 240 CREDITS 



HIGH SCHOOL REQUIREMENTS REVIEW
✘ How do I earn credits?

✗ Credits are earned by receiving a passing grade in your 
classes (5 credits per class)

✘ What grades are PASSING? 
✗ A, B, C, or D

✘ What grades are FAILING? 
✗ F

✘ What is the minimum cumulative GPA and total number of 
credits to graduate high school? 
✗ 2.0 GPA and 220 CREDITS12



Mars

● A transcript is an official record of the classes, credits and 
grades we earn throughout all four years of high school.

● Semester grades are the grades that go on your transcript.
● Colleges will ask to see a copy of your transcript to verify 

that you graduated from high school and met the College 
Entrance (A-G) requirements.

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiJ1bmtub3duIiwicHJlc2VudGF0aW9uSWQiOiIxXzhCOUptQWs4Sl90a2k1U0thM0NjbVdieldiSzlwc1M2Ny1HZjBKZDJkYyIsImNvbnRlbnRJZCI6ImN1c3RvbS1yZXNwb25zZS1tdWx0aXBsZUNob2ljZSIsInNsaWRlSWQiOiJnOWU4YzBjMTIzZF8yXzcxIiwiY29udGVudEluc3RhbmNlSWQiOiIxXzhCOUptQWs4Sl90a2k1U0thM0NjbVdieldiSzlwc1M2Ny1HZjBKZDJkYy9mZjgwNzlkMC03YjkzLTRhMzgtOGQ3Mi1lMjViNmY5MzgwYzMifQ==pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


HOW DO I 
READ A 

TRANSCRIPT 
at the end of 
9th grade?

😀
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Course Breakdown
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Credits/GPA/Class Rank



Transcript Analysis Activity
With your Team or Partner analyze two transcripts. 

1. What is each’s student GPA and Credits Earned
2. Discuss if each student is on target for graduation. 

Why or why not?



Sample Transcript #1
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Sample Transcript #2
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THINK - PAIR - SHARE  

       What is one new thing that you learned?
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Lesson Review

✘ It is important to accomplish the long-term 
academic goal of graduating from high school

✘ 220 total credits and a 2.0 cumulative GPA are 
a requirement for graduation!

✘ Use your transcript to monitor your 
cumulative GPA and total number of credits



Post-Survey
Click Here For Link

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNcjMrtWMSG98_c1coa7CWNuA3IG9OiilBPxMoFVTuXAk4Pg/viewform?usp=header


THANK YOU!
QUESTIONS?


