
​McCarthy Middle School General Music Syllabus​

​●​ ​Teacher: Mr. Caporale​
​●​ ​Email:​​caporales@nashua.edu​

​Course Description​
​In this course, we explore the elements of music, varied genres and styles, theory, composition,​
​performance, and the role of music in society. Students are given the opportunity to develop​
​their own creativity and expression while making connections between past and present global​
​cultures. The goal is for every student to gain experiences and skills related to music while​
​developing their own character and citizenship.​

​Supplies​
​●​ ​Pencil and Folder/Binder section​
​●​ ​Notebook OR note-taking paper​
​●​ ​Water bottle​
​●​ ​Wired earbuds/headphones​
​●​ ​Chromebook​

​Music Education Standards​
​1.​ ​Perform (sing, play instruments)​
​2.​ ​Create (improvise and compose)​
​3.​ ​Respond (listen and analyze)​
​4.​ ​Connect (identify cultural context)​

​Class Rules​
​●​ ​Arrive on time and prepared.​
​●​ ​Stay in class. Restroom breaks should be an appropriate amount of time.​
​●​ ​No leaving the classroom in the first or last 10 minutes of the lesson.​
​●​ ​Cell phones are to stay silent and inside lockers.​
​●​ ​If a student is absent, they are given days equal to the number of days they were absent​

​to complete missed assignments without a late penalty. Otherwise, late work is accepted​
​for up to 70% credit.​

​Class Topics​
​●​ ​Rhythm and Notation literacy​
​●​ ​Keyboard Performance​
​●​ ​Music Theory and Composition​
​●​ ​Cultural and Historical Significance​

mailto:caporales@nashua.edu


​Grading Policy​

​Classwork and Participation (40%)​
​Students are expected to bring a positive and respectful attitude into the classroom and to​
​engage in the activity planned for that day's lesson. It is important to come to class prepared​
​and on time. The music classroom is a space where every student should feel comfortable​
​engaging, speaking, and learning. The assignments encompassed by daily classwork may​
​include paper and electronic activities as well as performances. The following rubric will be used​
​to grade weekly participation/preparedness:​

​9-10 (A)​ ​7-8 (B/C)​ ​4-6 (D)​ ​0-3 (F)​

​Student is actively and​
​consistently engaged​
​in lesson and holding​
​peers accountable for​
​engagement​

​Student is regularly​
​on task in lesson​

​Student is irregularly​
​on task in lesson​

​Student is not​
​engaged in lesson​

​Student is consistently​
​on time and prepared​

​Student is rarely​
​unprepared/late to​
​class​

​Student is​
​unprepared/late to​
​class often​

​Student is​
​unprepared/late to​
​class 4 or more days​
​in the week​

​Assessments (60%)​
​Also known as formatives and summatives, these assignments include tests, quizzes,  and​
​projects which allow students to demonstrate the cumulative knowledge of each unit. These​
​assessments are periodic throughout the marking period. Students will be given the criteria in​
​advance.​

​By signing this, you acknowledge that you have read this syllabus and agree to follow the​
​expectations outlined by it. Please sign and date and return to Mr. Caporale no later than Friday​

​.​Sep 12, 2025

​Name of Student: ___________________________Signature:__________________________​

​Name of Parent: ___________________________Signature:__________________________​

​Date:_________​


