
‭August 2025‬

‭Dear Parent/Guardian/Student:‬

‭Welcome to eighth grade at McCarthy Middle School!‬‭We, McCarthy’s Team 8-2 teachers, are‬
‭enthusiastic about teaching your child over the course of the 2025/2026 school year. The goal of our‬
‭team is to enhance the ability of students to create quality work, be critical thinkers and develop skills‬
‭necessary to transition smoothly to high school.  We strive to create classroom environments that feel‬
‭safe for all students.  It is our belief that respect, responsibility, and perseverance are the keys to being‬
‭a successful student. That being said, our team motto this year will be,  “Work hard, play hard”.  We‬
‭have several field trips, team celebrations and spirit days planned to go along with the hard work we will‬
‭be doing. In order for everyone to enjoy those events, students need to be academically and‬
‭behaviorally eligible.‬

‭As you prepare for a successful school year, please get ready to use these three tools that foster‬
‭becoming a self-directed learner‬

‭1. Family and Student Portal:‬‭https://nh-nashua.myfollett.com/aspen/logon.do‬‭The portal allows‬
‭students and parents to stay up to date with student grades.   If you do not have access, or if you have‬
‭questions, please contact the school office: 603- 966-3900‬

‭2. Google Classroom:‬‭Each class will have a Google‬‭Classroom available as a learning management‬
‭system as needed.  The instructions and codes will be given out and sent home the first week of‬
‭school.‬

‭3.‬ ‭Agenda:‬‭Students will be given a school agenda.‬‭Students are expected to write down daily‬
‭homework assignments as well as important announcements.‬

‭Team 8- 2 teachers will provide instruction in Math, English, Social Studies, and Science. Students in‬
‭eighth grade will also complete courses in core essentials; physical education, music, art, technology,‬
‭and languages. We hope to be able to work with core essential teachers as students investigate the‬
‭following topics:‬

‭●‬ ‭Math:‬‭Grade 8 Math is Pre-Algebra. Pre-Algebra begins‬‭the learning for Algebra 1.  Letters now take the‬
‭place of numbers! Students will be using a TI-30XIIS when necessary.  There is a set for use in the‬
‭classroom.  Be ready to be challenged this year!‬

‭●‬ ‭Language Arts:‬‭Grade 8 English will focus on improving‬‭reading, writing, grammar, and vocabulary‬
‭skills. Students will read literature in a variety of genres, and will compose essays. Independent reading‬
‭will also be a major focus of English class.‬

‭●‬ ‭Social Studies:‬‭US History: Colonial America to the‬‭Civil Rights Movement‬
‭●‬ ‭Science:‬‭Grade 8 Science is mainly Physical Science‬‭with a little of Earth and Life mixed in.  Students‬

‭will learn to think, organize, and write like a scientist.  Beyond the curriculum, students will develop‬
‭Science process skills to become lifelong learners.‬

‭Organization will be a key component of your school year.  To assist in preparation for this upcoming‬
‭school year, please refer to the enclosed supply list.‬

‭Shortly after the school year commences, McCarthy will be hosting an open house, tentatively‬
‭scheduled for September 25th,  in which parents can meet their child’s teachers, guidance counselors,‬
‭administrators, and other school staff members. Team 8-2 will be clearly outlining our eighth grade‬
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‭expectations, policies, and procedures. We believe that children are successful when a good‬
‭relationship exists among the student, parents, teachers, and other school staff members. We strongly‬
‭request your presence on open house night.‬

‭We are very excited to start a new school year and look forward to meeting you.‬

‭Sincerely,‬

‭Team 8-2‬

‭Catherine Belanger‬ ‭belangerc@nashua.edu‬‭– Mathematics‬‭Room C318‬

‭Melissa Boutin‬ ‭boutinm@nashua.edu‬‭-Special Education‬‭Room C310‬

‭Andrew Brown‬ ‭brownan@nashua.edu‬‭- US History Room‬‭C319‬

‭Linda Lennon‬ ‭lennonl@nashua.edu‬‭-Science Room C314‬

‭Jessica Terry‬‭terryj@nashua.edu‬‭- Language Arts Room‬‭C317‬

‭Team Supply List‬

‭We are really looking forward to the upcoming year and have lots of great things‬
‭planned.  In order to be successful on our team, we are asking that you come‬
‭prepared with the following materials:‬

‭Math‬ ‭Science‬ ‭US History‬ ‭English Language Arts‬

‭1” three-ring binder‬

‭Years supply of‬
‭pencils and erasers‬

‭1” binder‬

‭Pencils and/or pens‬

‭Highlighter‬

‭Colored Pencils‬

‭1” Binder (may be‬
‭combined with English‬
‭class)‬

‭Pen or pencil (blue or‬
‭black ink only)‬

‭Highlighter‬

‭Colored Pencils‬

‭1” Binder (may be‬
‭combined with Social‬
‭Studies)‬

‭Composition Book‬

‭Pen or pencil (blue or‬
‭black ink only)‬

‭Red correcting pen‬

‭Highlighter‬

‭Independent Reading‬
‭Book‬

‭Optional General School Supplies‬ ‭Would you like to donate?  We could use:‬

‭Agenda (distributed on first day of school)‬ ‭Paper towels       Clorox Wipes‬

‭Plug in Earbuds for Chromebook (no bluetooth)                  Tissues‬ ‭Tissues‬ ‭Tissues‬

‭**You must have a silent reading book at all times in all classes…‬
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