WELCOME

Grade 8-1 Team

The beautiful thing about learning is nobody can take it away from you.
--B. B. King

Team Email Addresses

Maria Fisher - Math: fisherm@nashua.edu
Denise Rock-O’Hara - Science: rockoharad@nashua.edu
Deneen Robie - Social Studies: robied@nashsua.edu
Andrea Zona - English: zonaa@nashua.edu

Mission Statement
The focus of our team will be to help you become a well-rounded student and a lifelong learner. We
strive to create classroom environments that feel safe for all students. It is our belief that respect,
responsibility, and perseverance are the keys to being a successful student.

As individuals, our teaching styles may vary, but one of our main goals will be consistency regarding
student expectations, both academic and behavioral. It is our desire to have you actively participate and
be responsible for your educational achievements throughout the year as we help you prepare for high
school.

On Thursday, September 25 at 6:00 PM, McCarthy Middle School will be hosting the 8th grade Open
House, in which parents/guardians can meet their child's teachers, guidance counselors, administrators,
and other school staff members. Our team will be clearly outlining our eighth grade expectations,
policies, and procedures. We believe that children are most successful when a good relationship exists
among the student, parents, teachers, and other school staff members. We strongly encourage your
presence on open house night.

As you prepare for a successful school year, please get ready to use these tools that foster becoming a
self-directed learner:

1. Family and Student Portal: https://nh-nashua.myfollett.com/aspen/logon.do The portal is

updated approximately every two weeks and allows students and parents to stay up to date with student
grades. If you do not have access, or if you have questions, please contact the school office: 603-
966-3900

2. Agenda: Students, you will be given a school agenda. You will be required to write down daily
homework assignments in each class, as well as important announcements.

3. Chromebooks: Students, you will be using the same Chromebook you were given last year. Any damage
is your responsibility, so keep it safe and bring it to school each day, fully charged. Not bringing it in will
affect your success in class that day. If bringing it back and forth is a problem, please speak with one of
the team teachers.
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Student Responsibilities
Make Up Work: Absences affect a child's education. Students should be in school as much as possible.

Students should understand that they miss instruction when they are out, and are responsible for all
missed work. Please meet with your teacher(s) about making the work up.

Homework: It is important for students to complete their homework/study and that they are prepared
for the next day. Homework is always posted in each classroom and should be written in their agenda
books. Some classes post in Google Classroom, as well.

Cell Phone Use: Students need to be available for class, and phones disrupt the learning environment of
the classroom. Under the new state law, students are required to have their personal devices (phone,
smart watch, personal computer, etc.) off and in their bags inside their lockers from 8:00 AM until 2:43
PM. Please help your child by not texting them or asking them to text you during the school day. If it is
necessary to reach your child during the school day, please call the office (603-966-3900) and they can
get a message to him/her. All backpacks/string bags/pocketbooks are to be in the lockers all day.

Make sure that you read the new Nashua Board of Ed policy on phone/electronic use.

https://www.nashua.edu/cms/lib/NH50000505/Centricity/domain/190/policies %20and%20procedures
/J/JICJ_Student Use_of_Personal_Electronics.pdf

Classes
We look forward to meeting you on your first day of 8th grade. Please find below an explanation of each of your
core classes, along with a general supply list. Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns.

SOCIAL STUDIES Ms. Robie Room D319

Welcome to Grade 8 Social Studies, where we embark on an exciting journey through US History from Colonization to
Reconstruction. Throughout the course, students will investigate the past and uncover its relevance to our lives today. As active
researchers, students will explore these key historical time periods, examining primary sources, analyzing different
perspectives, and drawing connections to the present. Through this process, we aim to understand how our past has shaped the
world we live in today.

MATH Mrs. Fisher Room D318

Grade 8 Math is Pre-Algebra which is an introduction to Algebra 1 and includes geometry. Letters now take the place of
numbers! Students will be using calculators when necessary, and there is a set for use in the classroom. Be ready to be
challenged this year!

SCIENCE Ms. Rock-O'Hara Room D314

Grade 8 Science is a mix of Physical, Earth and Life Sciences. Students will learn to think, organize, and write like a scientist.
Beyond the curriculum, students will develop Science process skills to become lifelong learners through hands-on activities, such
as projects, labs, presentations, and simulations.

ENGLISH Ms. Zona Room D317

Grade 8 English will focus on reading, writing, speaking and listening skills. Students will read literature in a variety of genres,
write for a variety of purposes, and develop critical thinking skills. Students will learn to use language effectively which will help
them, not only in the classroom, but in the world beyond.

Class Supplies
Padded cover for chromebook (strongly recommended)

2 three-ring binders with dividers
Composition book
Pocket Folders
Pencils
Pens (blue or black ink)
* Teachers may hand out a more specific list in their particular class.

Team website: https://sites.google.com/nsd42.net/team-8-1-documents/home
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