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Head Emma Watson, since 2025;
previously head of Berkhamsted
Girls Pupils 854 girls: 700 day,
154 boarding Ages 3—18

Term Fees Day: £7,915; boarding:
£13,410 Bursaries 6.5% of pupils,
up to 100%-+ Alumni Director Pietra
Mello-Pittman, barrister Sam Knights,
Professor Beverley McKeon Reynolds
Sitting at the foot of the Surrey
Hills, this all-female day and
boarding school is attracting more
families from London, drawn to
the freedom promised by its
23-acre grounds and to the breadth
of its offering. This includes a
stunning selection of trips — such
as STEM exchanges to Australia,
lacrosse expeditions to Barbados
and swimmers’ trips to Lanzarote.
Opportunities abound closer to
home, too, with clubs for every-
thing from board games to dissec-
tion, while there are more than 70
careers events every year. The focus
on post-school life is further bol-
stered by the community of old
girls, 400 of whom are involved in
helping with networking and work
experience. Upending stereotypes
about gender and STEM, 67 per
cent of the pupils here study sci-
ence at A-level and 48 per cent of
recent leavers went on to pursue

degrees in its domain. Still, there’s
plenty of time for old customs. On
St Catherine’s Day, students are
treated to Cattern cakes, while
every spring they participate in a
riotous game called Spyring — one
survivor telling us: ‘Everyone takes
part, including the teachers, and
it’s complete carnage with people
chasing cach other around the lax
pitches and out of downstairs
windows... although that is now
strictly forbidden.” Following stints
at Stowe, Harrow and Berkhamsted
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Girls — as well as in the Army Air St Catherine’s School
Corps as a Lynx pilot and Flight Station Road, Bramley,
Commander — new head Emma Guildford, GUS ODF

Watson joined this year with a
strong vision for the school. And
no notion of glass ceilings.
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