
‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Piper Abernathy

MS Comm Arts/Social Studies (2 Years)
Location: South Building

Birthday: June 7th

Favorites

• Eat: Longboards

• Treat: Chocolate Cake

• Drink: Iced Black Tea (no sugar)

• Breakfast/Donut: Chocolate

• Gift card: Rainy Day Books

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs

• Hobbies: I am a nature lover, so stare at trees and they 

sky. I like to hike and camp and be outside! I also read, 

write and paint.

• Color: All colors but especially yellow

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: Succulents 

• About Oakhill: The warmth of the community and letting 

kids be kids – lots of outside time!

Hailey Barnes

Kids Club (First Year)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: May 15th

Favorites

• Eat: Mac & Cheese

• Treat: Ice Cream

• Drink: Alani’s & Dr. Pepper

• Breakfast/Donut: Glazed Donut

• Gift card: Target

• Sports Team: Chiefs

• Hobbies: Volleyball

• Color: Blue

• Holiday: 4th of July

• Collects: n/a

• About Oakhill: “The positivity.”



Dorothy (Dot) Beckham

Director of Admissions and Enrollment 

(12 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: August 14th

Favorites

• Eat: Rancho Grande

• Treat: German Chocolate or Iced Sugar Cookies

• Drink: Sweet Tea (1/2 cut) or White Chocolate Mocha

• Breakfast/Donut: Apple Fritter and Bacon

• Gift card: Target & Amazon

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs

• Hobbies: Gardening, Canning, & hanging out with my 

boys

• Color: Green

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: chickens, antiques, gardening things

• About Oakhill: “Our amazing people! I love our 

wonderful families, students and staff!”

‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Kim Bosch

PE Teacher (4 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: May 20th

Favorites

• Eat: First Watch, Mod Pizza, Joe’s BBQ

• Treat: Anything Chocolate, Peanut M&Ms, 

Cherry Pie

• Drink: Sonic Limeade, QT drink

• Breakfast/Donut: Anything, Smoothie King

• Gift card: Target, Amazon, Home Goods, 

Dicks Sporting Goods

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs, K-State Wildcats Football & 

Basketball 

• Hobbies: Golf, Pickleball, Long Walks w/ my dog and 

friends, Travelling

• Color: Red

• Holiday: Spring Break and Christmas

• Collects: n/a

• About Oakhill: “The people! - makes learning fun!!”

• Classroom Wish List https://a.co/iynbZFM

https://a.co/iynbZFM


‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Candice Carpenter

Teacher Assistant for Preschool (2 Years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: June 20th

Favorites

• Eat: Westside Local

• Treat: Chantilly Cake and Dark Chocolate

• Drink: Cold Brew coffee, hot Cinnamon Oat Milk 

Latte, Sparkling Water

• Breakfast/Donut: Maple Donut and Breakfast 

Burritos

• Gift card: Target

• Sports Team: Sporting KC

• Hobbies: Hiking and Yoga

• Color: Green, Teal, & Purple

• Holiday: Halloween

• Collects: Crystals, Plants, Earrings

• About Oakhill: “The family/community feel!”



Isis Casas

Kids Club (First Year)

Location:

Birthday: 

Favorites

• Eat:

• Treat:

• Drink: 

• Breakfast/Donut:

• Gift card:

• Sports Team:

• Hobbies: 

• Color: 

• Holiday:

• Collects:

• About Oakhill:

‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Kathy Clark

Pretoddler Teacher (3 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: June 24th

Favorites

• Eat: Smokehouse BBQ or Texas Roadhouse

• Treat: Anything w/ M&Ms

• Drink: Green Tea Unsweetened, Water

• Breakfast/Donut: Bagel w/ Cream Cheese

• Gift card: Hobby Lobby, Amazon, Barnes & Noble, Bath & Body 

Works

• Sports Team: KC Royals, Minnesota Vikings (but root for Chiefs, 

too!)

• Hobbies: cross stitch, gardening, reading, hiking, playing board 

games

• Color: Purple

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: Thimbles, Salt & Pepper Shakers

• About Oakhill: “That we are a family working together as one 

community to ensure the students thrive and enjoy their time 

at Oakhill.”

• Classroom Wish List: https://a.co/2KDrP4w

https://a.co/2KDrP4w


‘25 –‘26 Faculty Staff Favorite Things

Becky Clemis

4th Grade Teacher (5 years)
Location: South Building

Birthday: January 24th

Favorites

• Eat: Spin Pizza, Summit Grill, Chicken & Pickle

• Treat: anything dark chocolate

• Drink: Cherry Coke (Sonic) or Coffee

• Breakfast/Donut: Scones are yummy

• Gift card: Urban Trendz (Parkville), Target, & Amazon

• Sports Team: Chiefs

• Hobbies: Yoga, pickleball, indoor rock climbing, walking and 

going out to live music

• Color: Blue or Black

• Holiday: Thanksgiving

• Collects: Clothes

• About Oakhill: “I love the freedom to be creative in my 

curriculum, I love the community feel, I love that all the teachers 

really care!”

• Classroom Wish List https://a.co/bQwyYJc

Kaylyn Clevenger

2nd Grade Teacher (4 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: July 7th

Favorites

• Eat: Chipotle

• Treat: Brownie Brittle, Chocolate Covered Blueberries

• Drink: Iced Mocha and/or Latte's with splash of 

vanilla from Headrush, Dutch Bros, and Scooters
• Breakfast/Donut: Donuts, Pizza

• Gift card: Target and Amazon

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs

• Hobbies: Travel 

• Color: light blue

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: n/a

• About Oakhill: “The way Oakhill feels like a 

community!”

• Classroom Wish List https://a.co/6CyEmux

https://a.co/bQwyYJc
https://a.co/6CyEmux


‘25 –‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Taylor Clevenger

Assistant Head of School for Non-Academic 

Affairs & Athletic Director (11 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: December 1st

Favorites

• Eat: Chipotle

• Treat: Gum

• Drink: Cherry Limeade, Water

• Breakfast/Donut: Glazed Donut or Breakfast Burrito

• Gift card: Amazon & Target

• Sports Team: Lakers, Kingdom City

• Hobbies: basketball, family, and travelling

• Color: White

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: n/a

• About Oakhill: “The Community!”

Lily Clevenger

Pretoddler Assistant & Kids Club (7 years)
Location: Main and South Building

Birthday: June 19th

Favorites

• Eat: Chipotle

• Treat: Lemon flavored anything

• Drink: Water with Lemon, Alani N4

• Breakfast/Donut: Glazed Donut

• Gift card: Amazon, Lululemon & Target

• Sports Team: Anything Kansas City!

• Hobbies: Family Time and Cycling

• Color: Light Pink and White

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: pictures

• About Oakhill: “The Community.”



‘25 –‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Dena Cole

Seesaw Coordinator/Library &

EC STEM Teacher (18 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: August 29th

Favorites

• Eat: Chipotle

• Treat: Dove Milk Chocolate

• Drink: Diet Coke

• Breakfast/Donut: Chocolate Iced Long John

• Gift card: Target

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs

• Hobbies: Crafts

• Color: Red

• Holiday: Thanksgiving

• Collects: n/a

• About Oakhill: “All the wonderful children – I love them 

all!”

Jared Cole

MS Science Teacher (7 years)
Location: South Building, Living Lab

Birthday: October 4th 

Favorites

• Eat: Chipotle and Panera

• Treat: Carrot Cake

• Drink: Coffee Black (esp. from small batch places)

• Breakfast/Donut: n/a

• Gift card: Target

• Cultural: KC Zoo

• Hobbies: birdwatching

• Color: Gray

• Holiday: Halloween

• Collects: n/a

• About Oakhill: “Hands-on and minds-on learning with 

students.”

• Classroom Wish List https://a.co/gBeW4kS

https://a.co/gBeW4kS


‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Angie Compton

2nd Grade Teacher (3 Years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: June 17th

Favorites

• Eat: True Food

• Treat: Dark Chocolate

• Drink: Scooters Coffee

• Breakfast/Donut: Breakfast Tacos

• Gift card: Amazon

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs

• Hobbies: reading

• Color: Pink

• Holiday: Thanksgiving

• Collects: Bookmarks and Journals

• About Oakhill: “Feels like Family!”

• Classroom Wish List: https://a.co/b6hC8E0

Michele Cole

4th-8th Art Teacher (2 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: July 24th

Favorites

• Eat: Hunan Garden and Chipotle

• Treat: Brownies

• Drink: Coffee

• Breakfast/Donut: Glazed Donut  and Chocolate 

Croissant

• Gift card: Target

• Cultural: KC Ballet 

• Hobbies: Time outside, Art and Reading

• Color: Teal

• Holiday: Rosh Hashanah – Jewish New Year

• Collects: n/a

• About Oakhill: “I love that when I walk into Oakhill Day 

School, the energy is so positive and friendly. I always 

end up with a big smile when I walk through the halls!”

https://a.co/b6hC8E0


‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Summer Craven

PreK Teaching Assistant (12 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: May 11th

Favorites

• Eat: Chick-Fil-A

• Treat: Ice Cream

• Drink: Olipop

• Breakfast/Donut: Chocolate Long John

• Gift card: Amazon

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs

• Hobbies: reading and travelling

• Color: Rainbow

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: Elephants and Books

• About Oakhill: “Our dedication to quality educators, engaging 

curriculum, lifelong learning and…FUN!”

• Classroom Wish List https://a.co/cbNYNTp

Alex Dickey

MS Math/Science Teacher (4 years)
Location: South Building

Birthday: May 11th

Favorites

• Eat: Chipotle, Hawaiian Bros, Chick-Fil-A, Freddy’s

• Treat: Carrot Cake, beef sticks, Gardettos

• Drink: Cherry Limeade, Propel, Caramel Macchiato

• Breakfast/Donut: Chocolate Iced or Maple Iced Donut

• Gift card: Steam, Dick’s Sporting Goods, Target

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs, Sporting KC and KC Royals

• Hobbies: Sports (Soccer, Golf), watching sports, dogs, 

reading fantasy books

• Color: Forest Green

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: sports memorabilia

• About Oakhill: “The fun atmosphere and awesome 

people I get to see and interact with every day.”

• Classroom Wish List: https://a.co/eA2726O

https://a.co/cbNYNTp
https://a.co/eA2726O


‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Kathryn Dodson

Director of Campus and Business Operations 

(18 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: October 30th

Favorites

• Eat: Carrabba’s

• Treat: Cheesecake

• Drink: Sonic Iced Tea (½ sweet, ½ unsweet), 

Dr. Pepper

Breakfast/Donut: Glazed Donut 

• Gift card: Amazon

• Sports Team: St. Louis Cardinals

• Hobbies: reading and photography

• Color: Blue

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: Snowmen

• About Oakhill: “The People!”

Marcy Driskill

Admissions Assistant (21 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: December 14th

Favorites

• Eat: Stroud's

• Treat: Lay’s Potato Chips

• Drink: Sparkling Water

• Breakfast/Donut: Glazed Donut

• Gift card: Amazon

• Sports Team: Mizzou

• Hobbies: reading

• Color: n/a

• Holiday: n/a

• Collects: n/a

• About Oakhill: “The wonderful students, parents and 

staff.”



‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Jaci Ebert

Science Teacher & Kids Club

Summer Coordinator 

(6 years)

Location: South Building

Birthday: July 25th
Favorites

• Eat: Chick-Fil-A

• Treat: Red Velvet

• Drink: Iced Latte, Diet Coke, Diet Dr. Pepper

• Breakfast/Donut: Blueberry Muffin 

• Gift card: Amazon & Target

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs

• Hobbies: spending lots of family time with my son, daughter and 

husband!

• Color: Red

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: n/a

• About Oakhill: “The People!!! I truly love coming to work everyday. 

My coworkers, the students, and parents are amazing.”

• Classroom Wish List https://a.co/0ubOhPg

Jodi Egbert

1st Grade Teacher (11 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: February 5th
Favorites

• Eat: El Maguey, Texas Roadhouse

• Treat: Chocolate Cake or Brownies (no nuts)

• Drink: I don’t drink coffee or tea. 

Strawberry Vanilla Slush (Sonic) or Sprite

• Breakfast/Donut: Devils Food Donut (Lamar’s) or Blueberry 

Muffins

• Gift card: Ross, Amazon, Kohls, Hobby Lobby

• Sports Team: Sporting KC, KC Chiefs, K-State, Pittsburg State

• Hobbies: shopping, going to movies, concerts, and sporting events

• Color: Orange, Teal, & Mustard

• Holiday: Christmas!

• Collects: I love fun earrings! (nickel free, please)

• About Oakhill: “I love the people I work with and the awesome kids 

we get to teach! I really does feel like a family.”

• Classroom Wish List https://a.co/f5PnuvB

https://a.co/0ubOhPg
https://a.co/f5PnuvB


‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Barb Ely

EC Music Teacher (27 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: July 2nd

Favorites

• Eat: Outback and Trezo Mare

• Treat: Heath Bars, Chocolate Cake, 

Milk Chocolate Covered Almonds

• Drink: Cherry Limeade (Sonic), Java Chip Frappe 

(Starbucks), Caramel Frappe (Scooters)

• Breakfast/Donut: Donut King Strawberry Filled Donut

• Gift card: Amazon

• Cultural: KC Chiefs

• Hobbies: music – in 4 bands

• Color: Burgundy

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: Guitar Picks

• About Oakhill: “Oakhill values a child’s education. My daughter 

attended Oakhill, and she is a “Lifer” from three years old to eighth 

grade. Her quality of education has helped her to achieve so much in 

her professional life as she is now 27 years old. Firsthand, I know 

what Oakhill can do for a child.” 

*Classroom Wish List: https://a.co/82tPJRQ

Chris Fernandez

Director of Health and Wellness, 

Assistant Athletic Director (3 Years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: June 12th

Favorites

• Eat: Texas Roadhouse and 54th Street

• Treat: Ice Cream

• Drink: Soda Water (La Croix, Bubbly, etc.)

 or Cherry Limeade

• Breakfast/Donut: Anything with bacon

• Gift card: Amazon

• Sports Team: Oakhill Panthers, KC Chiefs, Mizzou

• Hobbies: scuba diving, running, rock climbing, 

watching movies, playing board games

• Color: any bright color

• Holiday: Christmas

• About Oakhill: “The amazing community that makes Oakhill 

feel like a family.”

https://a.co/82tPJRQ


Kristin Forsen

Kindergarten Teacher

Director of Curriculum and Instruction 

(9 years)

Location: Main Building

Birthday: October 22nd

Favorites

• Eat: Summit Grill, Hawaiian Bros, Cooper’s Hawk

• Treat: Cupcakes or anything Chocolate and Caramel

• Drink: Diet Cranberry Limeade, Vanilla Iced Coffee, 

Americano, Waterloo Sparkling

• Breakfast/Donut: Bagels w/ Cream Cheese or Muffins

• Gift card: Bath & Body Works, Maurice’s, Amazon, 

Wal-Mart

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs

• Hobbies: exploring KC, attending theatre musicals and 

shows, concerts, playing piano and camping

• Color: copper color, navy and rose gold

• Holiday: Halloween

• Collects: Nickel and Suede earrings, sunglasses and 

holiday decor

• About Oakhill: “Meeting great families and coworkers 

each year!”

• Classroom Wish List https://a.co/dVCdIeG

‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

https://a.co/dVCdIeG


Sherri Gannon

Registrar/Purchaser (4 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: May 20th

Favorites

• Eat: Hawaiian Bros

• Treat: All things chocolate

• Drink: Cherry Limeade (Sonic)

• Breakfast/Donut: Donuts! Any kind!

• Gift card: Amazon

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs

• Hobbies: horse back riding and competition

• Color: Turquoise

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: Western/Rodeo Christmas Ornaments

• About Oakhill: “The positive energy that fills the hallways of 

Oakhill!!”

‘25 – ’26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Pete Gomez

Maintenance (2 Years)
Location: Main and South Building

Birthday: Favorites

• Eat:

• Treat:

• Drink: 

• Breakfast/Donut:

• Gift card:

• Sports Team:

• Hobbies: 

• Color: 

• Holiday:

• Collects:

• About Oakhill:



‘25 – ’26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

April Gunderson

Innovation Lab Teacher (3 Years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: September 7th

Favorites

• Eat: Buffalo Wild Wings, Olive Garden, 

and Stone Canyon

• Treat: Peanut Butter M&M’s, purple bag of Skittles, 

Gummy Skittles (purple bag)

• Drink: Diet Coke and Starbucks Hot White Mocha

• Breakfast/Donut: Cinnamon Rolls

• Gift card: Amazon, Audible, Target, Starbucks, 

AMD Embroidery KC

• Sports Team: Green Bay Packers and KC Chiefs

• Hobbies: Spending time with family, listening to books and 

music, getting pedicures, and spending time with my 

family

• Color: Purple & Teal

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: teacher themed earrings

About Oakhill: “I love the smiles and laughter you 
experience all throughout Oakhill.”
Classroom Wish List https://a.co/59bwrAh

https://a.co/59bwrAh


‘25 – ’26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Melaina Hagan

Toddler Teacher (3 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: September 17th

Favorites

• Eat: Chick-Fil-A and Cooper’s Hawk

• Treat: Candy

• Drink: Cold Brew Coffee, Hot Flavored Lattes, 

and Dr. Pepper

• Breakfast/Donut: Cinnamon Rolls

• Gift card: Target and Love Letters

• Cultural: Chiefs, Royals and Sporting KC

• Hobbies: reading on my Kindle and exploring new coffee 

shops

• Color: Blue

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: n/a

• About Oakhill: “I love how supportive all the families, faculty 

and staff are at Oakhill. The Oakhill Way is one-of-a-kind!”

• Classroom Wish List https://a.co/0DWjDjo

Lola Heintz

Advancement Assistant & 

Community Liaison (First Year)
Location: Main and South Building

Birthday: July 28th

Favorites

• Eat: Texas Roadhouse and Chipotle

• Treat: Frozen Custard, Peanut Butter M&Ms

• Drink: Starbucks Iced Caramel Macchiato, 

Hot White Mocha

• Breakfast/Donut: Glazed Donut holes or 

Chocolate Iced

• Gift card: Amazon & Walmart

• Sports Team: KC Royals

• Hobbies: Hiking, gardening and cooking

• Color: Light blue and Purple

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: n/a

About Oakhill: “I love the strong community 
atmosphere that allows every student and teacher to 

be supported!”

https://a.co/0DWjDjo


‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Jo Hill

Music Teacher (23 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: August 13th

Favorites

• Eat: Summit Grill

• Treat: Nuts

• Drink: Coffee

• Breakfast/Donut: Protein Shake

• Gift card: Target

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs

• Hobbies: biking, swimming, pickleball

• Color: Dark Purple

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: n/a

• About Oakhill: “I love Oakhill because they let me share 

my passion of music. I love watching the students shine 

and grow up with an appreciation of how music can 

change their lives.”

• Classroom Wish List https://a.co/beU3qgR

Mark Hewitt

Custodian (2 years)
Location: Main and South Building

Birthday: January 20th

Favorites

• Eat: Texas Roadhouse

• Treat: anything chocolate

• Drink: Diet Pepsi

• Breakfast/Donut: McDonald’s

• Gift card: Menard’s

• Sports Team: Michigan Wolverines

• Hobbies: Things around the house

• Color: Blue

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: n/a

• About Oakhill: “Friendly people.”

https://a.co/beU3qgR


‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Janet Holloway

PK Teaching Assistant (11 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: March 3rd

Favorites

• Eat: Third Street Social

• Treat: Chocolate Chip Cookies

• Drink: Diet Coke, Sugar Free Iced Vanilla Latte

• Breakfast/Donut: Starbucks Turkey Bacon 

Egg White Sandwich

• Gift card: Target and Amazon

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs

• Hobbies: watching sports, working out and Reading

• Color: Teal or Sky Blue

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: Chiefs and Royals Memorabilia

• About Oakhill: “I love the family atmosphere at 

Oakhill!”

Lily Hoss

Kids Club (First Year)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: August 28th

Favorites

• Eat: Chicken

• Treat: Ice Cream

• Drink: Dr. Pepper

• Breakfast/Donut: Glazed Donut

• Gift card: Target

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs

• Hobbies: Diving

• Color: Blue

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: n/a

• About Oakhill: “How nice everyone is!”



‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Heidi Hule

Spanish Teacher (17 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: July 20th

Favorites

• Eat: Cheesecake Factory

• Treat: Macaroons

• Drink: Sonic Cherry Limeade (w/ extra cherries)

• Breakfast/Donut: Egg McMuffin

• Gift card: Amazon

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs

• Hobbies: reading, writing, gardening, traveling, making 

bead bracelets

• Color: Purple

• Holiday: Halloween

• Collects: Eiffel Towers

• About Oakhill: “The amazing family we are together!”

• Classroom Wish List https://a.co/7QfOtql

Leah Hyatt

Learning Specialist (18 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: October 24th

Favorites

• Eat: La Bodega

• Treat: Iced Chai Tea w/ Oat Milk (Friendly Bean)

• Drink: Iced Chai Tea w/ Oat Milk (Friendly Bean)

• Breakfast/Donut: Chocolate Glazed

• Gift card: Nordstroms and Nell Hill’s

• Cultural: Art Museums

• Hobbies: Reading and Gardening

• Color: Purple

• Holiday: Halloween

• Collects: n/a

• About Oakhill: “The children and parents!”

https://a.co/7QfOtql


‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Joy Jackson

MS English Teacher (11 years)
Location: South Building

Birthday: January 16th

Favorites

• Eat: Summit Grill, Longboard’s, Stone Canyon

• Treat: Eileen’s Cookies, Cupcakes

• Drink: Diet Coke (no ice), 

Green Tea (especially with fruit), Whiskey

• Breakfast/Donut: The avocado toast (no cheese) 

at Dunkin’ Donuts is LIFE. Cake donuts w/ sprinkles.

• Gift card: Amazon, Target, Hy-Vee

• Cultural: The KC Zoo

• Hobbies: reading, watching good television, walking the dog, 

riding my bike, exploring KC w/ my kids.

• Color: Blue and Teal

• Holiday: My Kids’ birthdays (over Spring Break)

• Collects: sunflower items and earrings

• About Oakhill: “Knowing others and feeling known. It is such a strong 

community!”

• Classroom Wish List https://a.co/95gmu9w

Nichole James

5th Grade Teacher (4 years)
Location: South Building

Birthday: July 6th

Favorites

• Eat: Cheesecake Factory, 54th Street, 

Longboards, Margaritas, Five Guys

• Treat: Chocolate Cake or Donuts

• Drink: Fountain Coca Cola

• Breakfast/Donut: Glazed Donuts

• Gift card: Nickel and Suede, Mindy Mae’s Market, 

B&B Theaters, Dick’s Sporting Goods

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs

• Hobbies: family movie nights and watching my kids' activities

• Color: Turquoise

• Holiday: Halloween and Christmas

• Collects: Décor for Halloween and Christmas, Coca Cola items

• About Oakhill: “The Oakhill community is nothing I have ever seen 

before. Parents, staff, and students love being at Oakhill and never 

want to leave. The atmosphere is uplifting and feels like home.”

• Classroom Wish List https://a.co/1d0GzGe

https://a.co/95gmu9w
https://a.co/1d0GzGe


‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Tara Johnson

Preschool Teacher (12 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: February 21st

Favorites

• Eat: Texas Roadhouse, Corner Café, Chick-Fil-A

• Treat: Cheesecake

• Drink: Diet Cherry Limeade, Nonfat Caramel Latte

• Breakfast/Donut: Maple Long John Donut

• Gift card: Target, Amazon, Bath & Body Works

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs

• Hobbies: Photography

• Color: Blue

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: n/a

• About Oakhill: “The family atmosphere.”

• Classroom Wishlist https://a.co/6fmc0MJ

Jake Kleyh

MS Math Teacher (9 years)
Location: South Building

Birthday: April 27th

Favorites

• Eat: Chick-Fil-A, Starbucks, Taco Bell, 

Texas Roadhouse, Summit Grill, Cheesecake Factory

• Treat: Twix, Snickers, Sour Gummy Worms, 100 Grand

• Drink: Whiskey, Cherry Limeade, Coke Zero, Prime

• Breakfast/Donut: Chocolate Long John, 

Breakfast Burritos, Sausage-Egg-Cheese McGriddle

• Gift card: Bass Pro, Amazon, Target, Walmart

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs and Royals

• Hobbies: Playing Sports and hanging with family

• Color: Dark Green

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: whiskey

• About Oakhill: “My favorite thing about Oakhill is all the 

connections I get to make. The families and students are 

amazing here and I love building relationships with everyone!”

• Classroom Wish List: https://a.co/6xWraKB

https://a.co/6fmc0MJ
https://a.co/6xWraKB


Stephanie Lafferty

PreK Teacher (7 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: November 9th

Favorites

• Eat: Chipotle

• Treat: Peanut Butter M&Ms

• Drink: Diet Coke, Iced Vanilla Coffee, Alani Nu

• Breakfast/Donut: Glazed Donut

• Gift card: Target and Amazon

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs and KC Royals

• Hobbies: reading and baking

• Color: Pink

• Holiday: Thanksgiving

• Collects: candles

• About Oakhill: “The amazing community!”

• Classroom Wish List https://a.co/8MGP3sT

‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Julie Knight

4th Grade Teacher (First Year)
Location: South Building

Birthday: September 27th

Favorites

• Eat: Chipotle or Veggie Pizza

• Treat: Any kind of soft granola bar or treats

• Drink: Die Coke or 

Starbucks Vanilla Sweet Cream Cold Brew

• Breakfast/Donut: Glazed Donut

• Gift card: Amazon

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs

• Hobbies: Reading, traveling and gardening

• Color: Pink

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: Perfume

• About Oakhill:

https://a.co/8MGP3sT


‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Lisa Manley

1st  Grade Teacher (23 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: May 16th

Favorites

• Eat: Summit Grill, Stone Canyon, Cascones

• Treat: Reese’s Pieces

• Drink: Unsweetened Tea, Raspberry Tea, Diet Coke

• Breakfast/Donut: Banana nut bread or 

blueberry muffin

• Gift card: Amazon and Kohl’s

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs, Royals, KC Current, 

Sporting KC

• Hobbies: Golf

• Color: Blue and Chiefs Red

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: Chiefs items

• About Oakhill: “All the great relationships with staff, 

students and families.”

• Classroom Wish List https://a.co/1p4j61c

Tiffany Leever

4th-8th Grade Music Teacher (First Year)
Location: South Building

Birthday: March 3rd

Favorites

• Eat: Mexican, Eddie V’s and Cooper’s Hawk

• Treat: Popcorn, Pistachios, Chocolate

• Drink: Die Pepsi, Bubblr, French Vanilla Coffee

• Breakfast/Donut: Quiche, Burritos, and eggs!

• Gift card: Amazon, Target, Home Goods

• Sports Team: Chiefs & Royals

• Hobbies: Going to see bands & local artists, lake/beach 

travel 

• Color: Purple

• Holiday: Thanksgiving

• Collects: Not really a collector, but I have a ton of home 

décor for staging homes to sell!

• About Oakhill:

• Classroom Wish List:

https://a.co/1p4j61c


Sarah McConkey

PreK Teacher (3 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: March 14th

Favorites

• Eat: Anything Pizza

• Treat: Red Velvet Cake

• Drink: Cherry Dr. Pepper (Sonic), Chai Tea Latte 

(Starbucks), Favored Sparkling Water

• Breakfast/Donut: Pink Sprinkled Donut

• Gift card: Amazon and TJ Maxx

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs and Kansas State Wildcats

• Hobbies: reading “best seller” books and going to the lake

• Color: Navy, Lilac, and Black

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: Fall scented candles, headbands

• About Oakhill: “I love the way Oakhill is always changing 

and rearranging to make the pieces of the Oakhill puzzle 

fit just right!”

‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Suzanne McCanles

Head of School (19 years)
Location: Main Building (M, W, F) South Building (T, TH)

Birthday: May 28th

Favorites

• Eat: Chick-Fil-A

• Treat: Chocolate Cake, Dove Peanut Butter 

Chocolates or Hershey Kisses

• Drink: Starbucks Mocha, Sonic Sweet Tea or Sonic 

Coke

• Breakfast/Donut: Chocolate Donut or Breakfast 

Burritos

• Gift card: Amazon or Target

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs

• Hobbies: travel, Chiefs games, skiing, hiking, 

being outdoors, 

my dogs

• Color: Red or Turquoise

• Holiday: Christmas and Halloween

• Collects: Tree Ornaments

• About Oakhill: “The strong community and family!”



‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Audra Olson

5th Grade Teacher (4 years)
Location: South Building

Birthday: January 8th

Favorites

• Eat: Panera or Longhorn

• Treat: Spicy Sweet Chili Doritos or Brownies

• Drink: Unsweetened Tea (Sonic) or any flavored 

coffee

• Breakfast/Donut: Glazed Donut and Sonic Junior 

Breakfast Burritos

• Gift card: Amazon, Walmart, Hobby Lobby

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs, KC Current, Royals, 

Sporting KC

• Hobbies: going to the movies, reading and spending 

time with family

• Color: Blue 

• Holiday: Halloween

• Collects: n/a

• About Oakhill: “The students! I love teaching and 

getting to know all my families.”

• Classroom Wish List https://a.co/0Q2t4q5

Michelle McDaniel

Director of Marketing & Communications 

& Mission Advancement (19 years)
Birthday: June 15th

Favorites

• Eat: Spin Pizza

• Cake/Treat: Dole Whip

• Drink: Cold Brew Coffee

• Donut/Breakfast: Bacon Breakfast Burrito

• Store: Amazon

• Sports: KC Royals

• Hobbies: Reading and listening to music

• Color: Blue

• Holiday: I enjoy them all!

• Collects: n/a

• Oakhill: “I love Oakhill’s community vibes!”

https://a.co/0Q2t4q5


‘25 – ’26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Abby Pavlisin

Wellness Counselor (3 years)
Location: South Building

Birthday: June 21st

Favorites

• Eat: Stone Canyon, Jimmy John’s, Longboards

• Treat: Any kind of Chocolate

• Drink: Iced Coffee with Vanilla or lavender, 

Dr. Pepper ZERO Sugar, and Mio flavors for water

• Breakfast/Donut: Chocolate Icing with Sprinkles, 

bacon-egg-cheese breakfast sandwich

• Gift card: Target, Amazon and Etsy

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs and KU Jayhawks

• Hobbies: Crossword and jigsaw puzzles, shopping and 

spending time with family

• Color: Forest Green, Pastel Yellow

• Holiday: Thanksgiving

• Collects: candles

• About Oakhill: “The sense of community and family that 

everyone brings to the school. I love being a staff member 

and a parent.”

• Classroom Wish List https://a.co/ib2HxGL

Laura Pearce

Kindergarten Teacher (10 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: September 24th

Favorites

• Eat: Sahara Fine Indian Cuisine and Third Street Social

• Treat: Anything Chocolate (Preferably gluten free)

• Drink: Breve (hot), Americano (hot) and 

unsweetened Iced Tea

• Breakfast/Donut: Cinnamon Roll (Gluten Free)

• Gift card: Magnolia, Amazon, Target

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs

• Hobbies: Spending time with my kids, being a homebody, 

and walking

• Color: Blue and cream

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: Tea Towels

• About Oakhill: “The strong sense of community!”

• Classroom Wish List https://a.co/bQ1YmFx

https://a.co/ib2HxGL
https://a.co/bQ1YmFx


Sharon Phillips

Front Office Coordinator

Administrative Assistant to Head of School

(26 years)

Location: Main Building

Birthday: May 5th

Favorites

• Eat: Corner Café or 54th Street

• Treat: German Chocolate Cake

• Drink: Vanilla Dr. Pepper w/ extra ice (Sonic)

• Breakfast/Donut: Biscuits & Gravy, Glazed Donut

• Gift card: Amazon, Target, Hobby Lobby

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs and BYU Cougars

• Hobbies: Spending time w/ family, reading and genealogy

• Color: Cobalt Blue

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: n/a

• About Oakhill: “The people I work with, the students and 

their families. Every day is a new adventure!”

‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Amie Robertson

South Building Office Coordinator

(17 Years Teaching and 2 years OC)
Location: South Building

Birthday: July 18th

Favorites

• Eat: Piropos and Barrio

• Treat: n/a

• Drink: Diet Coke (Sonic) or Matcha Tea (Starbucks)

• Breakfast/Donut: Tropical Smoothie Café – The PB 

Protein Crunch bowl

• Gift card: Target, Amazon and Nickel and Suede

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs, KC Royals and KC Current

• Hobbies: Spending time with family, watching my kiddos 

play sports, sporting events and walking my dogs

• Color: Red

• Holiday: Thanksgiving

• Collects: seashells

• About Oakhill: “The feeling you get when you walk through 

the doors, the love, the energy, the climate, the

people/kiddos.”



Shelby Robinson

MS Social Studies Teacher (3 years)
Location: South Building

Birthday: July 5th

Favorites

• Eat: Chipotle, Chick-Fil-A, Longboards

• Treat: Cake with icing, Reese's sticks

• Drink: Diet Dr. Pepper, Iced White Chocolate 

Mocha Latte or Caramel Iced Latte

• Breakfast/Donut: Long John or

Old-Fashioned Donut

• Gift card: Target, TJ Maxx, Bath & Body Works

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs and KC Royals

• Hobbies: spending time with my daughter and family, 

laying by the pool, gardening, reading

• Color: Pink and Yellow

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: Candles

• About Oakhill: “The people and fun atmosphere!”

• Classroom Wish List https://a.co/hzQC3I2

Margaret Sarver

IM & MS Division Director (3 years)
Location: South Building

Birthday: March 27th

Favorites

• Eat: Rudy’s or Holy Land Cafe

• Treat: Brownies (no frosting)

• Drink: Limeade (Sonic), any flavored Latte 

(1/2 syrup, no whip, no foam)

• Breakfast/Donut: Red Tamale Kitchen 

Breakfast Burrito (sausage)

• Gift card: Amazon

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs

• Hobbies: reading, attending concerts, trying new 

restaurants, travel

• Color: Blue

• Holiday: Does my birthday count ;)

• Collects: memories

• About Oakhill: “The people!”

‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

https://a.co/hzQC3I2


‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Elaine Scheidecker

3rd Grade Teacher (13 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: December 8th

Favorites

• Eat: 54th Street, Texas Roadhouse, Olive Garden, 

Subway

• Treat: soft serve ice cream, Eileen’s Sugar Cookies

• Drink: Diet Pepsi, Diet Cherry Coke (Sonic)

• Breakfast/Donut: Chocolate Cake Donuts

• Gift card: Amazon, TJ Maxx, Marshalls

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs and Mizzou Tigers

• Hobbies: exercising, music, reading, hanging out 

with family and friends

• Color: Red, Pink and Yellow

• Holiday: Christmas and Easter

• Collects: Angels

• About Oakhill: “All of the students, parents and 

wonderful staff. They are like my family!! Love 

them.”

• Classroom Wish List https://a.co/aUmoHAt

Susan Saunders

Learning Specialist Teacher (3 years)
Location: Main and South Building

Birthday: April 20th

Favorites

• Eat: Panera

• Treat: Almond Joy, Baby Ruth

• Drink: Unsweetened Tea, Coconut Milk Latte, Coke

• Breakfast/Donut: Glazed donut

• Gift card: Amazon 

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs

• Hobbies: reading, walking, hiking

• Color: Pink

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: n/a

• About Oakhill: “The loving and caring atmosphere that 

permeates from staff members.”

https://a.co/aUmoHAt


Laura Schmidt

3rd Grade Teacher (3 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: May 9th

Favorites

• Eat: Third Street Social, Summit Grill, Anything 

Mexican, Red Door

• Drink: Eileen’s Cookies

• Sonic Drink: Cherry Vanilla Sprite Zero (Sonic)

• Store: Amazon, Old Navy, Buckle, Any home store, 

TJ Maxx, Kirkland’s

• Sports Team: Chiefs and  Royals

• Hobbies: Crafting with my Cricut, Lake Time, 

Beach Time and Boating

• Color: Green, Red and Purple

• Holiday: I like them all!

• Oakhill: “My colleagues, the families and the 

students I get to teach everyday.”

• Classroom Wish List https://a.co/3a79KX5

‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Barb Smith

Preschool Teaching Assistant (3 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: May 21st

Favorites

• Eat: Longhorn Steakhouse and Olive Garden

• Treat: Cheesecake and brownies

• Drink: Sonic Cherry Limeade, Hot Chocolate

• Breakfast/Donut: Bacon-egg-cheese croissant

• Gift card: Target, Hobby Lobby, Amazon, Bath & Body 

Works

• Sports Team: St. Louis Cardinals

• Hobbies: garden, read, puzzles, and play with my 

grandkids

• Color: Blue and Green

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: candles and bracelets

• About Oakhill: “The way everyone – kids and staff – 

are known and valued.”

https://a.co/3a79KX5


‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Kellen Smith

PE Teacher (8 years)
Location: Gym

Birthday: February 13th

Favorites

• Eat: Texas Roadhouse

• Treat: I like surprises

• Drink: Cherry Limeade (Sonic), Sweet Tea (QT)

• Breakfast/Donut: Glazed Donut from Rays

• Gift card: Academy Sports

• Sports Team: KC Royals, KC Chiefs, Oklahoma State

• Hobbies: Golf, the outdoors, going to a sporting 

event

• Color: Blue

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: n/a

• About Oakhill: “The wonderful family like community 

feel at Oakhill (students/families, staff).”

• Classroom Wish List https://a.co/iynbZFM

Kristin Smith

Director of Human Resources and Business 

Management (8 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: February 7th

Favorites

• Eat: Summit Grill

• Treat: Gluten Free Cookies

• Drink: Unsweet Tea from Sonic

• Breakfast/Donut: Gluten Free Breakfast 

Sandwiches

• Gift card: Target

• Sports Team: KC Royals

• Hobbies: I like reading, taking my dog for walks, 

and being outside with my family.

• Color: Purple

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: n/a

• About Oakhill: “I love how dedicated, supportive 

and caring everyone is!”

https://a.co/iynbZFM


Meagan Soria

Toddler TA and Kids Club (12 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: December 23rd

Favorites

• Eat: Summit Grill, Q39, Chipotle, Texas Roadhouse, 

Panera

• Treat: Lemon Nothing Bundt Cake

• Drink: Dr. Pepper or Orange Cream Slush (Sonic), 

Hot Chocolate from Headrush, Starbucks: Strawberry 

Refresher Lemonade, White Mocha (hot), 

Caramel Brulé Latte

• Breakfast/Donut: Custard Filled Chocolate Bismarck, 

Cheddar Sausage Kolache

• Gift card: Amazon, Target, Made in KC, Nickel & Suede

• Sports Team: All KC teams, Michigan State

• Hobbies: Travel, reading and going to movies and 

concerts

• Color: Cerulean Blue

• Holiday: Halloween

• Collects: Snowflake Ornaments and fun magnets

• About Oakhill: “The feeling of Family.”

‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Lori Stallman

K – 3rd Art Teacher (20 years)
Location: Main and South Building

Birthday: May 26th

Favorites

• Eat: Cascone’s

• Treat: Butter Pecan Ice Cream

• Drink: Unsweetened Raspberry Tea (Sonic), Diet Dr. 

Pepper with Vanilla

• Breakfast/Donut: Scone

• Gift card: Target 

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs

• Hobbies: art, live music, reading and traveling

• Color: Yellow and Turquoise

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: band guitar picks

• About Oakhill: “The fun and caring community and 

watching the students learn and grow.”

• Classroom Wish List https://a.co/f8cd1fz

https://a.co/f8cd1fz


‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Erin Stout

Toddler Teacher (4 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: October 3rd

Favorites

• Eat: Anything Mexican food

• Treat: Carrot Cake and Crumbl Cookies

• Drink: Vanilla Dr. Pepper, Cherry Limeade (Sonic), 

Iced Chai Tea, Iced Tea

• Breakfast/Donut: Granola bars

• Gift card: Amazon, TJ Maxx, Target

• Sports Team: NFL - KC Chiefs, College - Arkansas Razorbacks

• Hobbies: read, travel, concerts

• Color: Red, Blue, and Pink

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: Hallmark Christmas ornaments, Chiefs items, 

roosters

• About Oakhill: “Kids, families and staff!”

• Classroom Wish List https://a.co/a3R4as8

Charles Teel

Building and Grounds Coordinator (3 Years)
Location: Main and South Building

Birthday: September 19th

Favorites

• Eat: Kate’s Kitchen

• Treat: Traditional Madeleines

• Drink: Zero Cherry Coke

• Breakfast/Donut: Bear Claw

• Gift card: Lowes

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs 

• Hobbies: hunting and grilling

• Color: Green

• Holiday: Halloween

• Collects: hat pins

• About Oakhill: “The atmosphere – positive and 

welcoming.”

https://a.co/a3R4as8


‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Sarah Tenner

PreK Teacher (19 Years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: March 6th

Favorites

• Eat: Stone Canyon, Ika Grill, Chipotle

• Treat: anything salty

• Drink: Honey Rush (Headrush)

• Breakfast/Donut: Coffee

• Gift card: Amazon and Target

• Sports Team/cultural: KC Royals and The Nelson Art 

Museum

• Hobbies: gardening, walking, traveling

• Color: Green and blue

• Holiday: Thanksgiving

• Collects: n/a

• About Oakhill: “I love the school climate – it’s a great 

place to learn and grow!”

• Classroom Wish List https://a.co/5ArxxvK

Amy Thompson

Science and Cooking Teacher (19 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: June 2nd

Favorites

• Eat: Chick-Fil-A or McDonald’s

• Treat: Anything

• Drink: Diet Coke

• Breakfast/Donut: n/a

• Gift card: Walmart

• Sports Team: n/a

• Hobbies: crafting, cooking, walking, traveling

• Color: Red and Neon Pink

• Holiday: ALL 

• Collects: cookbooks

• About Oakhill: “The people!”

• Classroom Wish List https://a.co/b0YmnxM

https://a.co/5ArxxvK
https://a.co/b0YmnxM


Ken Thompson

Kids Club Staff (4 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: May 8th

Favorites

• Eat: Chic-Fil-A

• Treat: Chips Ahoy

• Drink: Diet Coke or Pepsi

• Breakfast/Donut: Cake Donuts

• Gift card: Amazon 

• Sports Team: n/a

• Hobbies: Tie Dye

• Color: Blue

• Holiday: Spring Break

• Collects: Mr. Potato Heads

• About Oakhill: “The loving and caring atmosphere that 

permeates from staff members.”

‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Kathy Trager

Preschool Teacher (22 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: August 13th

Favorites

• Eat: Texas Roadhouse, Corner Café 

and Chick-Fil-A

• Treat: Bit-O-Honey candy, Andes Mints, and 

M&M’s

• Drink: Diet Cherry Limeade from Sonic, Diet 

Coke, Diet Mountain Dew

• Breakfast/Donut: Cake Donuts

• Gift card: Target, Walmart, Amazon

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs

• Hobbies: Reading and Spending time with my 

family

• Color: Blue

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: I’m fascinated with unique ink pens.

• About Oakhill: “I love the parent’s support and 

the cohesiveness between staff.”

• Classroom Wish List https://a.co/dt8R27z

https://a.co/dt8R27z


‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Tamiko Turner

Custodian (2 Years)
Location: Main & South Building

Birthday: August 3rd

Favorites

• Eat: Taqueria Ibarra

• Treat: Pretzels

• Drink: Anything Coffee

• Breakfast/Donut: Anything with Potatoes

• Gift Card: Any Book Store

• Sports Team: KC Current

• Hobbies: Reading, Hiking and Watching Sports

• Color: Red, Teal, Lime Green

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: Star Wars stuff

• About Oakhill: “Friendly Atmosphere.”

Nick Verwers

Digital Marketing & Community 

Engagement/Event Coordinator

(First Year)

Location: Main and South Building

Birthday: September 13th

Favorites

• Eat: Pizza

• Treat: Chocolate Chip Cookies

• Drink: Mr. Pibb

• Breakfast/Donut: Jelly Donut

• Gift card: Sonic

• Sports Team: KU Jayhawks

• Hobbies: Racing

• Color: Red

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: Lightning McQueen Merchandise

• About Oakhill: ”I love the culture here, every is so 

nice no matter who you are!”

• Classroom Wish List: Yellow Highlighters



‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Sara Verwers

Innovation Lab (10 years)
Location: South Building

Birthday: July 14th

Favorites

• Eat: Margarita’s, Longboards

• Treat: salty snacks

• Drink: Coke, Sweet Tea

• Breakfast/Donut: Blueberry or Glazed Donuts

• Gift card: Target and Amazon

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs and KC Royals

• Hobbies: hiking, traveling, reading, sitting outside

• Color: Hot Pink and Teal

• Holiday: 4th of July

• Collects: n/a

• About Oakhill: “Our ‘we’re ALL in this together and 

EVERYONE matters’ culture.”

• Classroom Wish List https://a.co/gTE2amN

Cody WalkerHolmes

Spanish Teacher, World Peace Games Facilitator

(15  years)
Location: South Building

Birthday: January 6th

Favorites
• Eat: Red Door, Jimmy Johns, Buffalo Wild Wings, 

Smoothie King

• Treat: Ice Cream is my favorite! Trail Mix and 

Built Protein Bars

• Drink: Vitamin Water – Lemon, LaCroix/Waterloo Sparkling 

Waters, Coconut Energy Drink from Scooters, Smoothie King

• Breakfast/Donut: Egg Bites or Breakfast Burritos

• Gift card: Amazon

• Sports Team or Cultural: KC Current is a new one for me! 

10,000 villages, Mattie Rhodes, and Don Bosco

• Hobbies: Traveling – road trips! Fishing, floating, reading, 

movies, swimming, pickleball, walking my dogs!

• Color: Blue to wear but love Orange and Yellow

• Holiday: Thanksgiving (Iowa time) and Summer!!

• Collects: Interesting things and succulents

• About Oakhill: “Being able to do what I love and share my 

passions…not everyone is so lucky!”

• Classroom Wish List https://a.co/7GpKR1S

https://a.co/gTE2amN
https://a.co/7GpKR1S


‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Makenzie Wheeler

Toddler Teaching Assistant (2 Years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: September 24th

Favorites

• Eat: Red Robin

• Treat: Cookies

• Drink: Dr. Pepper, Cherry Pepsi and Unsweetened Tea

• Breakfast/Donut: Glazed Donut

• Gift card: Target or Walmart

• Sports Team/cultural: KC Chiefs 

• Hobbies: Zumba and making desserts

• Color: Lime Green and Hot Pink

• Holiday: Halloween 

• Collects: n/a

• About Oakhill: “My favorite thing about Oakhill is all the 

amazing staff and kids!”

Stephanie Youngblood

PK Teaching Assistant (4 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: June 13th

Favorites

• Eat: Tasty Thai, Smokehouse BBQ, Em Chamas

• Treat: Cheesecake, Chocolate Covered Nuts or Oranges

• Drink: Tea of all kinds! Strawberry Limeade, White Chocolate 

Mocha, any delicious coffee, Pepsi

• Breakfast/Donut: Glazed Donut, Breakfast Burritos and 

Biscuits & Gravy

• Gift card: Larry’s Nursery, Modcloth, Sephora, Target

• Sports Team/cultural: KC Chiefs and The Nelson-Atkins 

Museum

• Hobbies: taking care of my indoor plants (propagating them, 

making soli blends, etc.), walking my dog and reading. Hoping 

to learn how to make stained glass this year.

• Color: Green and Purple

• Holiday: Halloween and Christmas

• Collects: plants and rocks

• About Oakhill: “The people that make up this beautiful 

community! I love and appreciate how kind and helpful we all 

are to each other. I love how our community rallies around 

each other, making a supportive village and the perfect place 

to raise up our children together.”



‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Hayley Ziegler

Kindergarten Teaching Assistant (3 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: September 8th

Favorites

• Eat: Chick-fil-A

• Treat: Any Crumbl cookie

• Drink: Cherry Limeade, Sweet Cream Cold Brew

• Breakfast/Donut: Cronut

• Gift card: Amazon 

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs

• Hobbies: Cooking, Hiking, Board Games

• Color: Light Green

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: n/a

• About Oakhill: “Close family community!”

Tim Ziegler

EC and LS Division Director (16 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: February 14th

Favorites

• Eat: Chipotle

• Treat: Any protein bar

• Drink: Nitro Brew Coffee

• Breakfast/Donut: anything from Chick-Fil-A

• Gift card: Amazon 

• Sports Team: KC Chiefs

• Hobbies: working out, playing sports, hiking, fishing, 

disc golf

• Color: Neon

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: prime bottles

• About Oakhill: “Family and Fun atmosphere.”



‘25 – ‘26 Faculty & Staff Favorite Things

Delaney Zimmerman

Director of Student Support Services (5 years)
Location: Main Building

Birthday: January 18th

Favorites

• Eat: Viva Mexican, City Barrel, Room 39

• Treat: Gluten Free Lemon Cake/Muffins, Dark 

Chocolate Peanut Butter Cups or 

Dove Dark Chocolate

• Drink: Oat milk Dirty Chai Tea from Friendly Bean, 

Americano with cinnamon & a splash of nondairy 

milk, Poppi Sodas Orange, Ginger lime, 

Cherry limeade

• Breakfast/Donut: *I am gluten and dairy free* I love 

lemon anything, Chick-Fil-A egg white chicken 

sandwiches with a gluten free bun, breakfast bowls 

with no dairy or gluten: eggs, potatoes, meat, veggies 

etc. scrambles, breakfast tacos with gluten free 

tortillas, aloha protein bars lemon cashew, chocolate 

brownie, or peanut butter chocolate chip

• Gift card: Amazon, REI and Scheels

• Sports Team: NFL Football – KC Chiefs; College 

Football – Boise State or Alabama; Hockey – Anaheim 

Ducks; Baseball – Angels, Basketball - Celtics

• Hobbies: Anything Outdoors – hiking, kayaking, 

walking, paddle boarding and 

a BIG reader

• Color: Earth Tones: green, terracotta blues

• Holiday: Christmas

• Collects: Stone & Metal rings: metal and turquoise, 

metal and Onyx, etc.

• About Oakhill: “The community. Coming here 

everyone makes you feel welcome, cared for and 

apart of something bigger – a family.”

• Classroom Wishlist: https://a.co/9bkhKVn

https://a.co/9bkhKVn
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