
Movie Guide: ESPN 30 for 30 - "The Announcement" 

Link: https://youtu.be/xMMWLS8D4OU?si=gn9rxhpDt7fcdkmV 

 

Introduction: 

"The Announcement" is an ESPN 30 for 30 documentary that delves into the groundbreaking 

moment in sports history when basketball legend Magic Johnson announced to the world that 

he was HIV positive. This film explores the impact of Magic Johnson's revelation on the sports 

world, society, and the perception of HIV/AIDS during the early 1990s. 

Learning Objectives: 

1. Understanding the Impact of Magic Johnson's Announcement: 

● Students will analyze the societal and cultural impact of Magic Johnson's HIV 

announcement on the sports industry and beyond. 

  

2. Exploring the Stigma Surrounding HIV/AIDS: 

● Students will examine how the documentary portrays the stigma associated with 

HIV/AIDS during the time of Magic Johnson's announcement and its implications 

for public health education. 

Questions: 

1. What is the significance of Magic Johnson in the world of basketball, and why was his 

HIV announcement groundbreaking? 

  

2. How did Magic Johnson's announcement challenge stereotypes and perceptions related 

to HIV/AIDS? 

  

3. Describe the initial reactions of the public, media, and the sports community to Magic 

Johnson's revelation. 

  

4. In what ways did Magic Johnson use his platform to raise awareness about HIV/AIDS 

following his announcement? 

  

https://youtu.be/xMMWLS8D4OU?si=gn9rxhpDt7fcdkmV


5. Explore the role of the media in shaping public opinion about Magic Johnson's HIV 

status. 

  

6. How did Magic Johnson's announcement impact his basketball career and the Los 

Angeles Lakers? 

  

7. Discuss the societal attitudes towards HIV/AIDS in the early 1990s, as depicted in the 

documentary. 

  

8. Analyze the challenges faced by Magic Johnson in dealing with the stigma associated 

with HIV/AIDS. 

  

9. Explore the role of education in dispelling myths and misconceptions about HIV/AIDS, as 

portrayed in the documentary. 

  

10. How did Magic Johnson's advocacy efforts contribute to changing public perception of 

individuals living with HIV/AIDS? 

  

11. Discuss the parallels between Magic Johnson's experience and the broader public health 

issues related to HIV/AIDS. 

  

12. Evaluate the documentary's portrayal of the role of sports figures in addressing public 

health issues. 

  

13. Analyze the evolution of public awareness and understanding of HIV/AIDS since Magic 

Johnson's announcement. 

  

14. Discuss the impact of Magic Johnson's announcement on policies and practices related 

to HIV/AIDS in sports. 

  

15. How can Magic Johnson's story be used as a tool for promoting health education and 

reducing stigma around HIV/AIDS? 

  

 

 


