Standard 3: Differentiated Curriculum and Instruction

Caswell County Schools (170) Regular Local School District - FY 2025 - Local Academically or Intellectually Gifted Plan, 2025-2028 - Rev 0

Standard 3: Differentiated Curriculum and Instruction

The LEA employs challenging, rigorous, and relevant curriculum and instruction to accommodate a range of academic, intellectual, social, and emotional needs
of K-12 gifted learners.

* Practice A
Adapts the NC Standard Course of Study (SCOS) K-12 to address a range of advanced ability levels in language arts, mathematics, and other content areas as
appropriate by differentiating curriculum and instruction, including enrichment, extension, and acceleration strategies.

Teachers in Caswell County Schools utilize curriculum based on the NC Standard Course of Study (SCOS) in grades K-12. Research-based
curriculum is chosen because of its compatibility with the SCOS.

Most differentiation of the SCOS at the elementary level happens with technology or during small group instruction, which may be led by teachers,
teacher assistants, or tutors. Amplify Boost utilizes a diagnostic reading assessment to place students’ on individualized pathways administering
lessons and practice with the standards and skills they need to grow. The fifth grade ceiling for Amplify Boost allows students acceleration
opportunities in the lower grades. Small group instruction utilizes lessons from FlyLeaf, high level questions from SchoolNet integrated with texts from
ReadWorks, novel studies, Jacob’s Ladder lessons, vocabulary instruction, Problem/Project Based Learning, and rigorous, multi-step math problems.
The Director of Elementary Curriculum, the Early Literacy Specialist, and the AlG coordinator support the elementary teachers through model
lessons, coaching, and by providing lesson plans and materials.

Classroom teachers in ELA and Math provide most of the differentiated instruction in the middle school. Advanced ELA classes enrich the SCOS by
digging deeper into the standards through discussions, projects, and written responses. Students in these classes may read different texts,
participate in Socratic Seminars, and complete tiered assignments. Advanced Math classes are guided by the Advanced Courses in Mathematics
Legislation, providing four years of math instruction in three years. This compacted curriculum allows students to accelerate in order to complete
Math 1 by the end of middle school. Middle school students participate in both i-Ready Reading and Math. Diagnostic assessments within these
programs place students on individualized pathways that allow students to access and master material prior to their peers. The middle school
Instructional Coach and the AIG coordinator are available for small group and individual professional development to teachers, in addition to
providing resources and materials.

Students at the high school level have opportunities for rigorous differentiation of the SCOS in AP courses that are offered through NC Virtual Public
Schools and in honors courses. During the 2024-2025 school year, the Honors Implementation Team (members of the AlG department and the
Secondary Curriculum department, high school administrators, and other instructional specialists such as instructional coaches and CTE staff)
collaborated with those who teach high school honors courses to implement the new honors course requirements. Teachers reworked their
curriculum and pacing guides to include acceleration, differentiation, enrichment, extension, depth, and/or complexity rooted in the SCOS. Now,
course syllabi include a section entitled Honors Requirements that indicate the honors expectations of each unit within the course.

Additional, extension and enrichment is offered by the AlIG coordinator at the elementary and middle school levels. By the end of the 2025-2028 AIG
plan cycle, each cohort of AlG students in grades four through eight will participate in an integrated extension unit connecting their ELA and/or Math
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