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Media Release
Future Teacher Highlight — India Jenkins

Charleston, SC (September 12, 2025) - Charleston County School District (CCSD) is
investing in its future by growing the next generation of teachers right here at home. Through
Elevate Charleston, high school students with a passion for education step into real classrooms
as interns during their junior and senior years, gaining hands-on experience that prepares them
to lead. By the time they graduate from college, these students aren’t just ready to teach—
they’re ready to return to CCSD classrooms and inspire the next wave of learners.

CCSD is excited to feature our amazing future educators through a special Future Teacher
Highlight series. This spotlight will celebrate high school students currently serving as
classroom interns and planning to pursue a career in teaching.

Meet India Jenkins - a senior at St. John’s High School. Jenkins completed an internship at
Angel Oak Elementary School, where she worked with first-grade mentor teacher Josephine
Routh.

Getting to Know You

e What inspired you to want to become a teacher?

I have always wanted to be a teacher ever since | was a little girl. Teaching was
something | always wanted to do. Helping others is a big part of me. | know that | am
capable of helping others succeed, and teaching is something that allows me to do that.

o Do you remember a specific teacher or classroom moment that helped shape your
decision to pursue teaching? Please describe it.

It was one day that I could tell Ms. Routh was very overwhelmed, but the way she
handled it inspired me. It showed me that not every day is going to be easy and you're
going to have tough days, but you can't let that discourage you because you are here for
the students.

e What subject or grade level do you hope to teach in the future, and why?
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At first, | wanted to only teach elementary school. Now | want to be a Middle School
English Teacher. English is my strongest subject, and | know | can help others become
better English students.

Classroom Experience

o What has been the most meaningful part of your internship experience so far?

The bond and the trust that my students gained with me. Watching their faces light up
when | came in for the day instantly melted my heart. They looked up to me, and that
made me want to come in every day and make sure that | was helping them to become
better students in many different subjects.

e Whatis one thing you've learned during your internship that surprised or inspired you?

| have learned that teaching is not as easy as it seems. There are going to be obstacles
along the way, but you have to push through them for the sake of your students. Being a
teacher is all about the sake of the kids. Most kids have things going on at home, and
school is an escape for them. With that being said, having a teacher who really cares
about your well-being means a lot to students. | truly believe that | can make a difference
in kids' lives, and that's why | want to be a teacher.

e How has working with students changed or strengthened your desire to become a
teacher?

It most definitely strengthened my desire to become a teacher. Becoming a teacher can
help impact kids' lives in so many ways. Having a teacher who not only wants you to
succeed but also genuinely cares about you is all a student wants.

Looking Ahead

o What are your plans after high school (college, major, career goals)?

| want to gain my Bachelor's Degree, major in Middle School Education, and pursue my
dreams as a middle school English teacher.

e How do you hope to make a difference as a future educator?

| hope to make a difference as a future educator by being someone who motivates and
inspires students to believe in themselves. After spending time as a teacher assistant,
I've seen how much of an impact patience, encouragement, and consistency can have
on kids. | want to create a positive classroom where students feel safe to learn, grow,
and know that someone is always in their corner.

Sherry M. Eppelsheimer, Ed.D., Associate Superintendent of the

SCHOOL DISTRICT High School Learning Community

@ @/Zd@(@dﬁ&f& @0%”@ Anita W. Huggins, M.Ed., Superintendent of Schools




stjohns.ccsdschools.com

e In your own words, why is teaching important?

Teaching is important because it shapes the future. Teachers do more than just give
lessons; they guide, support, and inspire students to become the best versions of
themselves. During my time as a teacher assistant, I've seen how much kids depend on
encouragement and patience. A good teacher can change how a student feels about
learning and even about themselves. That’s why teaching matters to me; it's about
making a lasting impact that goes beyond the classroom.

Optional Extras

o |s there a quote, motto, or message you live by or that reflects your passion for
teaching?

“Teaching is planting seeds of knowledge that grow long after I'm gone.”
For more information, please contact the Office of Communications at (843) 937-6303.
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About the Charleston County School District

Charleston County School District (CCSD) is a nationally accredited school district committed to providing equitable and quality
educational opportunities for all its students. CCSD is the second-largest school system in South Carolina and represents a unique
blend of urban, suburban, and rural schools spanning 1,300 square miles along the coast. CCSD serves approximately 50,000
students in 88 schools and specialized programs.

CCSD offers a diverse portfolio of educational options and specialized programs delivered to the students of CCSD through
neighborhood, magnet, IB (international baccalaureate), Montessori, and charter schools and programs. Rich educational
opportunities for students include programs in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM); music and other creative
and performing arts; career and technical preparation programs; military; dual credit; and many more.
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