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Welcome to
Boarding at Boundary Oak

As a boarder at Boundary Oak, you're stepping into an exciting new chapter of your life. At first,
everything might feel unfamiliar, but soon, the routines will become second nature, and the faces
around you will turn into friends. Before you know it, you'll be heading home with countless stories
of the fun, games, and adventures you've had both in school and during your free time.

Settling In

We understand that adjusting to boarding life can be a big step, but rest assured, there's always
someone to help you along the way. Whether it's during school hours or after, you'll never be far
from a friendly face ready to offer support.

YOUR BUDDY SYSTEM

To help you settle in smoothly, you'll be paired with a “buddy” for the first few days or weeks. Your
buddy, who will often be in the same class as you, is there to ensure you never feel lost or out of
place. Think of them as your personal guide, helping you navigate your new surroundings and
making sure you feel included.

SENIOR BOARDER SUPPORT

In addition to your buddy, a Boarding Prefect will be available to lend a listening ear and share
helpful advice. They're there to offer guidance and make sure you have someone to turn to
whenever you need.

THE BOARDING TEAM

Our dedicated boarding team is led by Mrs Plumpton, the Head of Boarding, and Mr Bailey, the
Deputy Head of Boarding. Alongside them, a team of caring staff members is always on hand to
ensure your boarding experience is safe, enjoyable, and filled with memorable moments.

Welcome aboard! We're excited to have you as part of the Boundary Oak family and can't wait to
see all the wonderful things you'll accomplish and experience here.
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Meet the Team

Mrs Carol Plumpton Mr Jacob Bailey Mr Rory Tennant
Head of Boarding Deputy Head of Boarding Boarding Tutor

.Our Boarding Team are
supported by the School
Nurse and a dedicated team
of Boarding Assistants, who
are completing a one-year
placement.

Mr Jacob Rowe Teddy
Boarding Tutor The Boarding Dog
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The Boarding House Aims

To safeqguard and promote each child’s welfare.

To provide as best we can a model of really good home life.

To provide children with comfortable accommodationinwhichthey canrelax and feel contented.
To encourage the children to show respect and consideration for others and their belongings.
To nurture good manners,common sense,an increasing degree of independence and the
development of a sense of humour.

To treat the children as members of the Boundary Oak family and to ensure a happy, balanced
and constructive school life.

To provide a structured evening programme which balances prep, recreational time and
educational activities.

The Routine

You will arrive the evening before the start of term, between 18:00-19:30. Upon arrival, help will
be available to assist you with your luggage and belongings, making your transition as smooth as
possible.

07:00 - Rise and Shine

Your day begins at 07:00 when a duty staff member will wake you in your dormitory. Once
you're up, it's time to get dressed, make your bed, and tidy your dorm area. Keeping your
space neat helps everyone start the day on a positive note. Each dorm has a‘laundry duty’
rota, where a designated boarder takes the dirty laundry down to the laundry house.

After tidying up, everyone gathers in the common room to prepare for school. It's
essential to ensure you have everything you need for the day, as boarders aren't allowed
to return to their dormitories once school begins. If you need something, you must get
permission from Mrs Plumpton.

07:40 - Breakfast Time

Breakfast is served at 07:40 in the Dining Hall. You'll be joined by other pupils attending
the Breakfast Club, creating a lively and social start to the day. A variety of options are
available, including juice, fruit, cereals, toast, and a cooked breakfast, ensuring you have
plenty of energy for the day ahead.

08:20 - School Day Begins

At 08:20, you'll head to your Form Tutor class for registration. This is also the time for
boarders to visit the School Nurse in the first aid room to take any reqular medications
or vitamins. Should you feel unwell or need support during the day, you can reach out to
the boarding staff or the School Nurse for assistance.
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16:00 - Lessons End for Years 4-8

When lessons end for Years 4-8, you'll have a short break until 16:30, followed by
participation in various clubs. This is a great time to relax, socialise, and engage in
activities that interest you.

16:00 - Lessons End for Years 9-11

For Years 9-11, lessons conclude at 16:30. Boarders will then join their chosen co-
curricular clubs. If you're in Years 10 or 11, you have the option to use this time for
personal downtime, as club participation is not compulsory.

17:30 - Big Tea

After clubs, you'll head to the Dining Hall for ‘Big Tea,” our main evening meal. The menu
offers something delicious and different from the usual school fare. During this time,
evening duty staff will send you to change into non-uniform attire in preparation for the
next part of your evening.

18:30 - Prep (Homework) and Free Time

From 18:30, you'll have a quiet period to complete your homework with supervision and
support from the evening staff. On Wednesdays, this time is reserved for relaxation,
allowing you to enjoy some free time and a treat from tuck.

19:30 - Bedtime Routines Begin

Evening routines start at 20:00. You'll collect your laundry for the next day, take a shower,
and have time to wind down. Depending on your age, you'll have designated times for
using tech, calling home, and lights out, which starts at 20:30 for younger pupils. If you
need medication, you can see Mrs Plumpton or the duty staff. After getting ready, enjoy
some quiet time to relax in your dorm.
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Year Group(s) Up to bed/shower

20:30
21:00
21:30
22:00

5 6and7
8and 9
10

11

L

19:15-20:00
19:45-20:30
20:15-21:00
20:30-21:30

[

20:00
20:30
21:00
21:30
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FAQs

BOUNDARY OAK SCHOOL LIFE

Can I bring my own phone?

Yes, you're allowed to bring your own phone and other devices, but there are a few important
rules to follow:

Label Everything: Ensure your devices, chargers, and wires are clearly named.

Usage Rules: You can use your devices during free time in the boarding house. However,
all devices must be placed in tech boxes or handed to the boarding staff before bedtime.
Devices are not permitted during the school day.

Academic Use: If you're in Year 7 or above, you may use a laptop for academic purposes once
it's been checked by Mr. Kates.

Responsibility: The school cannot be held responsible for any loss or damage to your devices.
Policies: You must sign the school's acceptable use policy and ICT code of conduct.

Network Restrictions: Using portable Wi-Fi, mobile tethering, hotspots, or VPN apps is strictly
prohibited.

Do I get my own email address?

Yes, you'll be set up with a school email account when you join. This can be used alongside your
phone to keep in touch with your parents. There are also ICT suites and Chromebooks available
for boarders to use during allocated times.

What is the school’s fire procedure?

At the start of each term, you'll be briefed on the fire procedures. It's crucial to keep shoes, bags,
and clothing neatly stored to prevent hazards, especially in low visibility.

Fire drills will happen during the term, sometimes at night or early morning. When the alarm
rings:

Stay Calm: Walk quickly but don't run; running can be dangerous.

Stay Quiet: Listen carefully to instructions from staff.

Assembly Point: Head to the grass lawn in front of the Pre School.

Remember, safety is everyone’s responsibility, and knowing what to do in an emergency is key
to keeping everyone safe.
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FAQs

THE BOARDING HOUSE

Are there any rules?

Yes, we have a few key rules to ensure everyone feels safe, comfortable, and happy in our
boarding community:

No Running: Running inside the House is not allowed for safety reasons.

Restricted Areas After Lights Out: After lights out, only dormitories, washrooms, and the
corridor leading to the Houseparent's flat are accessible.

Tech Access: You'll need permission to use your tech.

Dormitory Behaviour: Always behave sensibly in your dormitory for everyone's health and
safety.

Common Sense and Courtesy: Be courteous, considerate, and use common sense at all times.
Follow Instructions: Listen carefully to staff instructions.

Avoid Arguments: Try to resolve conflicts calmly.

Stay Tidy: Keep your space clean and help maintain a tidy environment.

Help Each Other: Be willing to lend a hand to others.

What happens when I do well?

Positive behaviour is actively encouraged, and when you demonstrate good conduct, you are
rewarded with house points and other recognitions in the Boarding House. This includes:

Keeping a tidy dorm and bed area
Helping others

Demonstrating kindness

Acting as a buddy to a new boarder
Maintaining a smart appearance
Tidying the common room

What happens when I misbehave?

We focus on promoting positive behaviour, but if issues arise, they are handled constructively.
Possible sanctions include:

“Time Out” followed by a restorative conversation to resolve the issue.
Community Benefit Support: Helping out around the boarding house.

Early Bedtime or Loss of Tech: Having an earlier bedtime or losing tech privileges.
Exclusion from Activities: Missing out on a fun activity or outing.
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Do we do trips and activities?

Yes! We organise a variety of weekend activities, such as trips to water parks, zoos, local cities, the
cinema, the beach, and ice skating. During the summer term, outdoor activities are plentiful, and
you'll have full access to our facilities, including playing fields, tennis courts, school woods, the
Sports Hall, and swimming pool.

Do I need pocket money?

Pocket money is handy for the school tuck shop, available during break times, and for weekend
trips. You might want some money for gift shops or treats like ice cream. All money (cash and/or
cards) should be handed to the boarding staff upon arrival for safekeeping.

What is tuck?

Tuck refers to your special treats from home, like sweets or crisps—whatever you love most! Just
remember, all tuck must be nut-free due to allergies. Your parent(s) and or guardian(s) can give
you enough for a week or a few weeks—just don't eat it all at once!

What do I do with my dirty clothes?

Your clothes are washed at school. Place dirty clothes in the laundry bin in your dorm on the
designated laundry day. Make sure all your clothes are labelled so they can be returned to the
correct pigeonhole.
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WELL-BEING

What if I feel unwell?

If you're feeling unwell during the day, let the School Nurse know. In the mornings, evenings, or
weekends, inform Mrs. Plumpton or the duty staff. The School Doctor is just a five-minute drive
away and can see you on the same day if necessary.

If you're unwell, the School Nurse or Mrs. Plumpton will contact your parents or guardian.
Depending on your condition, you'll either stay in the school’s Sickbay or go home. For infectious
illnesses, you'll likely be asked to stay home until 48 hours after symptoms have cleared. If you
bring medicine to school, take it to the school office so your parents can fill out a consent form.
Medicine must be prescribed or approved by a doctor.

What if I'm feeling homesick?

Feeling homesick is normal when you're away from home. The best way to manage it is to talk
about it. Share your feelings with another boarder who understands, or speak to Mrs Plumpton
and the boarding staff. They're here to help you feel at ease and supported.

What if I'm feeling lonely?

It's natural to feel lonely sometimes, whether you're new and still making friends, your best friend
is absent, you've had an argument, or you're missing your parents. Here are some things you
can do:

Reach Out: Your boarding buddies are there to help. Join in and ask for support.
Stay Engaged: Listen to music, learn an instrument, or join a club.
Help Others: Supporting others can help you feel connected and valued.

What do I do if I feel worried?

When you're worried, the best thing to do is talk to someone you trust, such as a member of
the boarding team or your form tutor. Remember the saying, “a problem shared is a problem
halved.” Sharing your concerns can make them feel more manageable, and the people you talk
to will be glad you reached out and will do their best to help.
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