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common

app

More than 1,000 colleges accept the Common App, including the SUNYs!

Sections the Common App includes are:
Profile

Testing

Family

Activity
Education

Writing

Courses & Grades

Many schools will require a supplement in the form of short answers and / or additional essays (see
example on next slide).

The supplements are in the Common Application.

If a school does not use the Common App, their online application can be accessed through their
individual website. CUNY schools are not on the Common Application. SUNY schools are.



« Naviance has a resume builder feature that all students have access
to.

 Many colleges are allowing students to upload a resume directly to

' Make your resume stand out. their application.

« Counselors will refer to the resume to write a more informative
letter of recommendation

- Allows for easy data entry when students complete the activities
section on their application

« Only a small number of colleges require or recommend an

interview.

 College interviews can be informative or evaluative and may

be conducted by admissions staff, alumni, or current

students. Interviews may be conducted on or off campus. | e oA
- Check the college’s website for information on their interview L SN

policies.




The elusive essay...

4.9 Every College .
¥ Admissions Essay

was breaking myfankile
b

.




Elon:
at aspect of your identity do you find most meaningful, and
why? (200 words)

Name three songs from your perfect playlist.

We look forward to creating a Spotify playlist from your answers.
Song 1 Title:*

Song 1 Artist:*

Song 2 Title:*

Song 2 Artist:*

Song 3 Title:*

Song 3 Artist:*

Tell us your top 5.

Take this opportunity to let Elon Admissions know more about you. Your top
5 should be something unique to you and will give us a glimpse of who you
are. Be creative! You may choose any theme for your top 5. Do you love
cooking? List your top 5 recipes. Are you enthusiastic about anime? Name
your top 5 characters. Do you watch or participate in a lot of athletic events?
Name your top 5 moments.

5.4.3.2.1. (100 c each)

Explain why these are your top 5:* (150 words)

Sample Supplemental Essays

Marist:

Why do you think Marist is a good match for
you? (250 word maximum)

Syracuse:

Syracuse University is a place that seeks to be
welcoming to all - and has been since our founding.
Explain why you are interested in Syracuse
University and describe a personal experience in
which you persevered through adversity, rejected
discrimination, learned a lesson, or were inspired by
the courageous actions of others and how you will
apply what you learned to our community in a

positive way. (250 words)




The Self-reported Transcript and Academic Record System (STARS) & - .. ......

online portals L

« Many schools now require applicants to complete the Self-reported Transcript and Academic Record
System (STARS) which requires students to submit a complete list of courses and grades from high school,
in addition to the transcript sent by the high school. You can find that list here.

« Students will be prompted to complete the STARS in a variety of ways: directly on Common App, by
reading application instructions on the school’s website, via email, or after registering for the college’s

online portal.

« Students must remember to check their email regularly for notifications.

Some colleges that require the STARS:

Clemson, Florida A&M, Florida State, Northeastern, NYU, Penn State, Rutgers,
University of Delaware, University of Rhode Island, University of Tennessee, University

of Florida, Virginia Tech



https://srarsupport.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/4408738060315-Which-colleges-universities-accept-the-SSAR-SRAR

1) College Research Tool:

Scattergrams (next slide)

Virtual Tours

Application Requirements

Fast Facts (majors, degrees, etc.)

2) Supporting Document Management

System:

School Profile

Transcript

Letters of Rec

Mid Year and Final Reports

A g

3) Account Matching with Common App:

n FERPA / Waive Right to View Recommendations




University of Maryland-College Park Q Favorite

Overview Cost Events and visits Admissions Majors Student life Contact

Comparing Weighted GPA with  SAT (1600) = and [ ] Applied test optional
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University of Maryland-College Park at a glance 4»: Is this college right for you?

This college offers a range of academic programs and
resources that could benefit students seeking a diverse

o — educational experience. While there is currently no selected
I $ o education path or favorited careers in Naviance, exploring the
various opportunities available may help in making informed
decisions. Additionally, the lack of GPA and test score data
limits the ability to assess alignment with typical admissions

47.16% $17,360 96% November 1 criteria.

Path
No path selected

Acceptance rate Average net price Student retention Next deadline

Students who return their Fall 2026 - Early Action
sophomore year

$48K - §75K family income =

Career match
You have not favorited any careers in Naviance.

GPA
No data available

Test scores
You do not have test scores in Naviance.

@ = Matches your profile

Overview Cost Events and visits Admissions Majors Student life Contact

‘ l
NAVIANCE Each college profile will feature information regarding estimated

cost, upcoming visits, admissions criteria, areas of study, student
demographics & extracurricular offerings, and contact info for the

admissions office.




Explore Colleges

Use the filters to narrow your search to schools that are a good fit for you.

Majors Location Type Affordability Campus Life Credit Admissions

Reach, Match, Safety Degrees Common App Members

* Accessed through College Board account

* Can filter for schools based on a variety of criteria

* (Can view admissions criteria and other college
facts, similar to Naviance

e Offers information on AP credit policy for each
school

©UBigFuture

Additional College Search Tool: College Board's BigFuture

University of Maryland: College Park

College Park, MD

Overview Admissions Academics Costs Campus Life
Overview
Type ~ Campus Life
® 4-year * Public Very Large * Suburban
Average Per Year After Aid SAT Range
$16K * 1410-1520

Graduation Rate

89%




Application Types and General Timeline:

X Apﬁlicatien submission
/ w \ F

» Early Decision [ Early .- Q

Decision |l
Submitted!

 Early Action : : :

Congratulations! *

[ ] ([ ] [ ]
» E O r I y A C t I O n R e S t r I Ct I Ve You have su;cessfully stxbmitted your Common App for .First Year students to Marquette Uni\;ersity.

\ -
Please note that you may submit the optional Marquette University Writing Supplement if you want it considered as part
of your application. \

» Rolling

You can review‘the status of your Common App requirements in the Dashboard tab. Please ensure that any incomplete
requirements are submitted prior to the college's application deadline.

» Regular Decision

-~

» Scholarship [ Priority | (Lo ) CD

Deadline




Individual College Applicant Portals

« After a student applies to college, they are likely
to receive a confirmation email and instructions
for accessing the school’s portal.

 The portal allows students to monitor their
application (and sometimes financial aid) status,
track the receipt of documents, and view the
admissions decision.

 Opening these portals demonstrates a student’s

active engagement in the application process.




Supporting Documents

« A Transcript / Supporting Document Request Form must be completed at least 3
weeks prior to a student’s first deadline. The form must be followed by an in-
person appointment to be considered complete. The link for this form can be
accessed on the TZHS Counseling Google classroom.

« Completing the form guarantees that supporting documents will be sent to
colleges on a timely basis.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qkrjwUtxq8PsE01XnsnfzrrbcSnzl5CAxOjAGyGTN34/edit?usp=sharing

Colleges typically require one or two letters. Some do not require any
letters. Please check these requirements.

Students must get a verbal/written agreement from a teacher before
formally requesting a letter on Naviance. We visited English classes to
walk students through this process.

The teacher letter of recommendation is sent to all colleges.

Teacher letters are uploaded and sent to colleges via Naviance.

Students do not need to wait for letters of recommendation to submit
their applications.



Counselor Letter of Recommendation

Materials Needed:

Counselor Rec. Info Sheet (found in Naviance under circular icon with
initials —> Surveys from your School)

Parent Brag Sheet

« Found on Naviance under Surveys.
This is an opportunity to provide helpful information for your child’s

Counselor (fun stories, etc.)
» Please fill out and submit the form within three weeks of your senior’s

first application deadline to ensure the information provided is used.

Resume



Standardized Tests:

MT « Test scores do not appear on the transcript.

« Scores can be self-reported directly on the applications (be careful with this if
you plan to apply test optional to some schools).

- Students will be required to send official scores to the attending college.

« Some colleges and universities are test optional / test blind. Check individual
school sites, Common App, as well as Fair Test for the most up to date
information.

fg’“gB" « Many schools have brought back their testing requirements.



https://fairtest.org/test-optional-list/

Student Responsibility:

 The Completed Application
« STARS (if applicable)

. Stan)dardized Test Scores (if they are required to be officially
sent

 I[tems such as music demos or art portfolios when appropriate

- Application Fee
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i J— - Counselor Responsibility:
e AR o | | » School Profile
"' ' | . Sy ' | § 23 * Transcript

e Letters of Recommendation

 Mid-Year Grades / Final Transcript




Where are our
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The class of 2025: Our Graduates are attending 107 different colleges
The class of 2025: 52% attending Public Institutions; 48% attending Private Institutions
54% In State and 46% Out of State

The class of 2025: 84% (182 students) applied EA or Rolling; 14% (31 students) applied ED or ED2



Financial Aid & Scholarships

Financial Aid Night:
September 18th at 6:30 p.m. Please Come!

« Explains the process of applying for aid to help meet the cost of your child’s college education

Scholarships:
« The Excelsior Scholarship = Students of middle-class families who make less than $125,000 this year are eligible for free
tuition at CUNY and SUNY schools (students are still responsible for the cost of room and board).
« More information available at www.hesc.ny.gov
 Individual college websites

 Priority deadlines for colleges may include scholarship opportunities! Additional Site for Scholarships:

« www.scholarships.com

L h hips:
ocal Scholarships « https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarships

Updatlng N January 2020 . o WWW.goingmerry.Com
Check the TZHS Counseling page * www.fastweb.com

* WWW.cappex.com
e WWW.raise.me


https://tzhs.socsd.org/counseling/scholarships
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.fastweb.com/

When you just sat through
a college application
presentation and you have
980 questions
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