s of 2026

Counselors: Cassandra Brown (9th),
Mary Barnes (A-D), Dr. Candice Allison (E-K),
Katherine Clarkson (L-R), & Katelon Wilcox (S-Z7)



SENIOR YEAR CALENDAR

All Year

Meet with college representatives as they visit campus.
Pay attention to the announcements that are emailed to each student and posted on our
website, Canvas page, and Remind.

Pay attention to deadlines for admissions, scholarships, and financial aid.
Be aware of ACT and SAT registration dates.

Stay focused on your academics. Colleges and universities will review your transcript
upon application to the school and request a final transcript after graduation. A drastic
change in your grades may jeopardize your admission and/or scholarship status.

If you are an athlete planning to pursue sports at a Division I or Division II college or
university, register through NCAA if you have not already done so. Visit
https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/ to register online. You must notify your school counselor,
so that she can upload your transcript once you’ve registered.

Get all college applications, scholarship applications, and essays completed and
submitted by the deadline.

September

Seniors have two college visit days that they may begin using between September and
April. Please fill out the form in the Counselor’s Office 7 days before the visit date.
Counselors will begin to distribute Seniors’ six semester GPA and Class Rank to be
used for college applications.

Plan to register for the October ACT test if necessary.

Plan to attend GHS College Fair, September 24, 2025 at 9:30 a.m.

October

FAFSA applications open October 1, 2025. Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) is online if you plan to apply for financial aid at www.fafsa.ed.gov.

If you are applying “Early Decision”, watch your deadlines — they are fast approaching!
Select teachers who know you well and ask them to write letters of recommendation
only if they are required for admission or scholarship purposes. Ask at least two weeks
in advance of the deadline.

Consider registering for the December ACT test.

Begin reviewing MS Financial Aid information if you plan to stay in the state of
Mississippi for college. Visit msfinancialaid.org for more information.
Sign up for AP tests through My School Bucks. The deadline is November 1.


https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/

November

» Continue to watch college application deadlines particularly if you are planning to

apply early.
* On November 11, 2025, FAFSA Day will be available to parents who would like to sit
down with a representative from Get2College to fill out the FAFSA application.

December

* Consider registering for the February ACT test if necessary.
» Use Christmas vacation to finish your college applications if possible.

* Be well prepared for 1% semester exams — your GPA and class ranking will be updated
based on your performance during 1% semester.

January

« 7" semester GPAs will be updated and distributed by your counselor.

February

* Continue applying for private and local scholarships.

March

* Consider registering for the April ACT test if necessary.
* Beware of spring fever/”’senioritis”. You must maintain your grades. Colleges require a
final transcript upon graduation.

April

* Many colleges will begin announcing their scholarship offers this month!

* Consider registering for the June ACT test if necessary.

* Counselors will send out a QR code to report total scholarship award amounts and meet
with Seniors to request their final transcript to be sent to their college/university.

May

* AP exams are administered.
* Continue working hard to ensure the best possible class rank, GPA, and completion of
graduation requirements.



Additional Information

* Announcements
Announcements will be made available via monthly newsletters, Remind,
Canvas, and the GHS Counselor webpage.

*Report Cards And Progress Reports:
Report cards and progress reports will be available via Active Parent. The final
report card will be distributed at graduation practice.

*Parent/Teacher Conferences:

If there is a concern regarding that is not resolved after first communicating with
the child’s teacher, you may reach out to the School Counselor to schedule a
Parent/Teacher Conference.

*Active Parent Registration:
We encourage you to check Active Parent regularly to monitor your child’s
academic progress.

*Canvas Observer
Register to become an observer in your child’s canvas account to monitor their
academic progress.

*Fee Waivers
Students who qualify for free/reduced lunch are eligible for ACT/College
Application Fee waivers available through their school counselor.

*Social Media
Facebook: Germantown High School-Madison, MS
Instagram: ghs counselors




Student Athletes

Any student-athlete wishing to participate in college athletics at the NCAA Division I or
Division II level must register with the NCAA Eligibility Center for determination of initial
eligibility. Student-athletes should register with the Eligibility Center at
https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/ and contact your counselor to send your transcript.

Transcripts

All requests must be submitted through the Parchment link via the GHS website under the
counselors tab. Requests cannot be made via phone, email, or fax. All requests will be processed
within 72 hours.

Important Dates

e Senior Parent Night - September 10, 2025 @6:00pm

e Homecoming - September 20, 2025 @8:00pm

e College Fair - September 24, 2025 @ 9:30am

e Coca Cola Scholarship Deadline - September 30, 2025

e Herff Jones Presentation - September 29, 2025 @10:00am

e« FAFSA Applications Open - October 1, 2025

e Senior Drape/Tux Makeups at GHS - October 16, 2025

e *If you miss this date, contact Bruckner’s Photography (769) 233-
8002

e Herff Jones Orders Submission - October 17, 2025

e Senior Breakfast - October 23, 2025 @10:00am

e FAFSA Day - November 11, 2025

e Senior Breakfast - December 4, 2025 @10:00am

e Beauty & Beau - January 24, 2026 @6:00pm

e Class Rings Presentation - February 5, 2026 @10:00am

e Class Ring Orders - February 13, 2026

e Senior Breakfast - February 26, 2026 @10:00am

e Prom - March 28, 2026 @8:00pm

e C/O 2026 Awards Day May 5, 2026 @6:00pm

e Grad Walk and Senior Breakfast - May 14, 2026

e Graduation Practice - May 15, 2026 @11:00am

e Graduation at Jackson Coliseum - May 16, 2026 @2:00pm


https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/

REMIND

SIGN UP FOR UPDATES AND
REMINDERS FOR THE YEAR!

The counselors will send announcements
and reminders for each grade level.

Class of 2026: text
@ghsmav2026 to 81010

Class of 2027: text
@ghsmav2027 to 81010

Class of 2028: text
@ghsmav2028 to 81010

Class of 2029: text
@ghsmav2029 to 81010

SN

2 2025
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2025 | 2026

National Test Dates

Test Dates Regular Registration Late Registration Photo Upload and Standby
Deadline Deadline Deadline

September 6, 2025 August 1 August 19 August 29

October 18, 2025 September 12 September 30 October 10

December 13, 2025 November 7 November 24 December 5

February 14, 2026 January 9 January 23 February 6

April 11, 2026 March 6 March 24 April 3

June 13, 2026 May 8 May 29 June 5

July 11,2026" June5 June 24 July'3

*No test centers are scheduled in New York for the July test date.

My Answer Key (formerly known as Test Information Release) for the 2025-2026 testing year will occur in October, April, and June.

See www.act.org/the-act/tir for more information.

www.act.org
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