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Laws
Federal

• Laws apply to every state 
in the U.S.

• Example: A person must 
be 21 years old to 
purchase alcohol. 

State
• Laws only apply to a specific 

state. 
• Example: Some states have 

laws that require (mandate) 
that sex education is taught 
to students who attend 
school in that state. 
California is one of these 
states.



L ½ Glossary Word Bank
• Age of Consent
• Confidential
• Provider-Patient Privilege 
• Sexting 
• Safe Haven
• Sex Trafficking



What is Age of Consent? What does 
that mean?
Age of consent – the age in which a person 
can legally provide consent to sex.

Anyone younger than the age of consent is 
legally not considered able to provide a yes to 
sex and therefore any sexual acts with a 
person under the age of consent immediately 
are considered assault.  



Confidential 
• To keep from others. Specifically, keep 
information from others as a trusted 
source. 



Provider-Patient Privilege 
• A healthcare provider not sharing medical 
information about their patient without 
their permission. The level of privilege 
varies state to state on what a healthcare 
provider can keep confidential when 
treating someone under the age of 18. 



Sexting 
• Sending OR receiving sexually explicit 
images or message through a phone or 
tablet device. 



Child Pornography
• Sexually explicit image of any person 
under the age of 18 years old. 



Safe Haven
law that allows a parent to surrender a 
child within a specific time frame to a 
trusted adult in a specific location (ex: a 
fire station or hospital) instead of 
abandoning the infant. As long as the 
infant does not have any signs of abuse a 
parent can surrender the infant without 
being in any trouble. 



Sex Trafficking 
• When a person is forced to have sex with 
others through acts of intimidation or 
coercion. 



Federal Laws on Age of Consent
• Provide some guidelines for the states
• The range suggested by the federal 
government is:

No age of consent shall be below the age 
of 12 or above the age of 18.



Federal Laws on Confidentiality –
Healthcare
• For adults, or people over the age of 18 
HIPAA offers a blanket protection that 
healthcare providers are not to discuss their 
patient’s information without their approval.

• For minors, or people under the age of 18, 
confidentiality in a healthcare setting is left 
up to the state to decide and can vary from 
state to state. 


