EAST GREENWICH
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

East Greenwich School Committee
Policy Subcommittee Meeting Minutes

Date: Friday, March 21, 2025
Time: 8:00 am — 10:00 am
Location: EGPS Central Administration Conference Room, 111 Peirce St

and via Zoom

Committee Members: Maggie Baker, Robert Brooks, Beth Cauley, Sarah
Courtemanche-O’Brien, Alexis Meyer, Brianna Moody, Tim Munoz, Alyson Powell, Mary
Ward

The Committee reviewed a Second Read of New Policy # 10200, Use of Electronic
Devices in Schools (new title). There was agreement that the scope of the policy should
include activities both inside the buildings and on school grounds, as long as any activity
was sponsored by the schools (e.g., athletics, clubs, social events). The Committee
agreed on enumerating the major risks to student health and wellbeing, including anxiety,
depression, lower self-esteem, attention and behavior issues, reduced social skills,
cognitive impairment, and eye strain, among other risks. Covered devices include laptop,
tablet and desktop computers, smart phones, wearables such as smartwatches, as well as
any other device that connects to the internet. More rationale was added to the policy to
emphasize that any use of EGPS-issued Chromebooks should always be in support of
specific curricula or testing and that device use, especially in elementary grades, should
never be used as either a reward or punishment.

The Committee reviewed a Fourth Read of New Policy # 7600, Academic Integrity and
Artificial Intelligence and discussed clarifying the language around exceptions to the policy
for students with IEPs or who are in need of assistive technology.

The Policy Committee is a sub-committee of the EG School Committee and serves in an
advisory capacity only. Meetings are open to the public. Policy Committee Members are
drawn from the School Committee, EGPS Administration and the Community.

The role of the Policy Committee is to consider matters relating to EGPS policy, to ensure
alignment with statutory requirements and to recommend policies and revisions to the
School Committee. All policies proposed by the Policy Committee must receive two public
readings prior to adoption by a majority vote of the full School Committee.



