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Teachers use this assessment at multiple points of the year to determine what your child is ready to
learn next, and to determine growth during the school year. The NWEA report includes mathematics
and reading scores broken down into several academic strands, so teachers know student strengths and
areas of need. This data is just one piece of information that we use to get a complete picture of your
child as a learner.

Parents can also find scores on PowerSchool under “Test History.” These results will show a RIT score, a
percentile score and a Y or N to determine if they met their growth goal over the course of the school
year for each grade level, K-8. The RIT score can be used to find out more information about what your
child is ready to learn next. A RIT score is an estimation of a student's instructional level and also
measures student progress or growth in school. You may have a chart in your home on which you
mark your child's height at certain times, such as on a birthday. Similarly, the RIT score is used to

chart your child's academic growth from year to year. This allows teachers to match instruction to
learning needs. The percentile shows where your student falls in comparison to all the other students
who took this assessment across the country. (See the chart below in COMMON QUESTIONS for more
descriptions about percentiles.) These scores are just one piece of information that teachers use to
determine growth and learning.

COMMON QUESTIONS

How do schools and teachers use MAP Growth scores? Teachers can use the score to inform
instruction, personalize learning, and monitor the growth of individual students. Principals and
administrators can use the scores to see the performance and progress of a grade level, school, or the
entire district.

Does MAP Growth tell me if my child is working at grade level? The MAP Growth assessment is
adaptive so if a child gets a question correct the questions get more difficult and if they get an answer
wrong it will drop down to easier questions. This can be at grade level, below grade, or above grade
level. The questions are not based on state standards although they can be used to predict how student
might do on the state assessments. Instead this assessment measures growth and progress.

How often will my child take MAP Growth tests? Most schools give MAP Growth tests to students at
the beginning, middle, and end of the school year (in the fall, winter, and spring). Some schools choose
to administer tests only twice a year.

What types of questions are on MAP Growth tests? The MAP Growth tests include multiple choice,
drag-and-drop, and other types of questions. For sample tests, visit Warmup.NWEA.org.

What if my child didn't make significant growth between tests? Scores from NWEA tests are estimates
of performance and may not always reflect everyday performance. No score should be treated as an
absolute or used in isolation. If a student had little or no growth between tests, it does not necessarily
mean a student is not learning, that classroom instruction has not been effective, or that NWEA data is



not reliable. Sometimes student scores fall for unidentified reasons and additional data (such as
classroom performance) will provide a more complete picture of student achievement.

When looking at unsatisfactory growth, consider the following:

e Some students may have an off day, be distracted, not put in full effort, or testing conditions
(interruptions for announcements, drills, temperature, etc.) in the school may have been less
than ideal.

e For students already performing at a high level of achievement, expected growth may be lower.
Because test items on NWEA are independent of grade-level, high-achieving students will
sometimes have a few test items that involve content that they simply have not yet
encountered, so the fact that they answer some of these items incorrectly is understandable.

e Insome cases, a decline may still be in the range of the previous term’s score and may not truly
be a decline.

Concerns about a student’s growth should be communicated to the teacher to check if this data is
consistent with other classroom data.

How is my child performing compared to other students in the grade-level? PERCENTILE RANGE is the
percentage of students nationwide who had a RIT score less than or equal to an individual student’s
score. For example, if a student scored in the 75th percentile on a test, that student achieved a score
that is higher than 75% of the other students who took the test.

Percentile Score Achievement

Below 21 percentile Low — Student might need remediation

215t- 40" percentile Low Average

415 — 60™ percentile Average

61— 80™ percentile High Average

81— 95" percentile High

Above 95 percentile High - Student might need advanced curriculum

VIDEOS RESOURCES

Video about MAP growth - https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/what-is-map-growth/

Preparing for the test: https://studentresources.nwea.org/app/gradetwoplus/get ready for test.html
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