
4 5    OWW WINTER 2024

GIVING VOICE

A conversation between community members

Herach Danlyan, Mathematics
Billy DuMone, Athletics  
Stephanie Fybel, Performing Arts
Hagai Izraeli, Music

Twenty years after Wildwood’s first graduating class of 

2004, these four middle and upper school educators reflect 

on their own 20 years of service to the school that they 

helped shape.  

OWW: Take me back to 2004—the early days of middle 

and upper. What was that like?

BILLY: Because we were such a young school, there were 

so many things that needed to be created. It was exciting 

to be a part of that experience. Now, a lot of those 

systems and frameworks have been put into place, and 

it’s exciting, in a different way, to see that too, knowing 

that we played a part in making them.

STEPHANIE: As a progressive school, we’re always 

looking to innovate, but back then, it was really about 

building from the ground up. I’m just speaking specifically 

about coming into the theater—there was no stage, no 

lights, no sound system—it was up to us to figure out 

what we needed to build successful programs. I’m sure 

you all feel the same way, too.

HERACH: Agreed. There were frameworks in place, such 

as the Mastery Consortium of Schools, but it was up to us 

to take those points and then actually fill them in. 

HAGAI: The school was smaller then, and the 

community’s involvement with the daily life of the school 

was very much reflective of that. Community is still very 

much a part of Wildwood, but with changes in technology, 

along with the growth of the school, it shows up today in 

different ways. Back then, I was a new teacher, fresh off 

the road, with pink shoes and orange hair. In a way, the 

school and I have grown up together.

BILLY: We’re in a different era of the school now, but the 

heart really hasn’t changed that much. Kind teachers, 

kind students, kind colleagues—that’s been a through-line 

from the get-go. I also had different hair then too…

OWW: The average tenure for a job these days is 

approximately 3.8 years. You all just celebrated your 20th 

anniversaries. What’s kept you a part of Wildwood for all 

these years?

STEPHANIE: For me, there’s the community aspect—over 

the years, there are parents, students, and colleagues 

who have become my best friends. I’ll also say, though, 

that it’s because every day is different. That might 

be frustrating for some people, but for me, every day 

presents a new challenge. Every day is a different 

student connection. So even though we’ve been here so 

long, I feel like there’s always a newness because of the 

challenges and opportunities that arise. 

HAGAI: I see it as an honor and a privilege to work with 

future generations. I get to give the kids my love of music, 

my passion for music, and empower them to do the same. 

It’s a real gift to be entrusted with this responsibility by 

our families, and I don’t take it for granted. 

HERACH: There’s an open-mindedness here, and 

willingness to change perspective. Not simply, “this is 

how we’ve always done it.” We reflect, and we tweak.

BILLY: I think it’s important to have a healthy mix of both 

old and new in any place. We can share our experience 

with newcomers, and in return, they bring fresh energies 

and new perspectives. Talking with new people always 

reminds me of why I like being here. It feels good to be a 

little bit of the “old guard.”

OWW: Looking back, do you have a favorite memory?

STEPHANIE: Years ago I was directing “The Sound of 

Music,” and I wanted to provide some historical context 

for students. I connected with the USC Shoah Foundation, 

and we were able to bring in a Holocaust survivor to 

speak. We were all so moved, and afterwards, there was 

a huge line of students waiting to thank and hug her. I will 

always remember that.

	 There’s also the time I went into labor with my son 

on opening night of a show—that was a life-changing 

moment, for sure!

HAGAI: I have my favorite moments as a Wildwood 

parent—seeing my daughter go through milestones like 

Gateways, Exhibition, and graduation, and then also my 

favorite moments as a teacher—seeing our students hold 

their own on stage with world-class musicians during the 

Concert for Hope, for example. The Original Composition 

Concert each year is also a highlight, witnessing students 

actualize both their talents and everything they’ve 

learned up to that point. 

HERACH: It’s hard to pinpoint one, but they’re all 

student-related, whether it was a barbeque face-off 

with one of my advisees, celebrating after playoffs, or 

competing with them in the Wildwood Alumni Cup soccer 

match. When we see each other, we still talk about these 

moments.

BILLY: There’s a connection to alumni that is, I think, 

special to this place. You build the relationship by going 

through the experience together, and then when you see 

each other—whenever that is—you just have this feeling 

of being connected. We have alumni that coach for us 

now, and more that come out to games. That, for me, is 

one of my favorite things.

“”
I SEE IT AS AN HONOR AND A PRIVILEGE TO WORK WITH FUTURE 

GENERATIONS. I GET TO GIVE THE KIDS MY LOVE OF MUSIC, MY PASSION 

FOR MUSIC, AND EMPOWER THEM TO DO THE SAME. —HAGAI IZRAELI
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