Hey NJ Families!

Apply for Free School Meals

Food Security
Advocate

Every child should have the opportunity to feel healthy, strong,
and ready to learn. Applying for free lunch in New Jersey is one
more way to provide your child with a delicious, healthy meal they
can count on.

Your application is safe and confidential. If you are applying for

residency, completing this application will not affect the process.
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Free School Meals Eligibility:
All children in households receiving benefits from NJ SNAP or NJ TANF/WorkFirst-NJ are eligible for free meals.
Foster children that are under the legal responsibility of a foster care agency or court are eligible for free meals.
Children participating in their school’s Head Start program are eligible for free meals.
Children who meet the definition of homeless, runaway, or migrant are eligible for free meals.
Children may be eligible if your household’s income is within the limits on the New Jersey Expanded Income
Guidelines. See below to check your eligibility.

With the new expanded income guidelines, your family may be eligible to
receive school lunches at no cost.

New Jersey Expanded Income Guidelines (NJEIE)

Effective: July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025

Household Size Monthly Twice Per Month Every Two Weeks
1 $33,735 $2,812 $1,406 $1,298 $649
2 $45,786 $3,816 $1,908 $1,761 $881
3 $57,837 $4,820 $2,410 $2,225 $1,113
4 $69,888 $5,824 $2,912 $2,688 $1,344
5 $81,940 $6,829 $3,415 $3,152 $1,576
6 $93,991 $7,833 $3,917 $3,616 $1,808
7T $106,042 $8,837 $4,419 $4,079 $2,040
8 $118,093 $9,842 $4,921 $4,543 §2,272

Each additional

household memhber $12,052 $1,005 $503 $464 $232
add

If you have questions about your eligibility, would like to
complete an application or make changes to a previously
filed application, contact your child’s school.






