September 5, 2025

DEJA VU DELAYS IN LEXINGTON, BUT
CAVALIERS CRUSH THE BIG RED 42-14

By Ron Barry

For anyone who complained that last
week’s football game in Ripley was too
short - having been called after one
quarter due to an issue with the lights -
you more than got your money’s worth
if you stuck around to the end Friday
night at Lexington.

Three lightning delays - in a virtual
repeat of the nightmarish scenario that
occurred there last season - extended
the finish of the 7 p.m. game to past 11
p.m. And while there wasn’t quite the
monsoon that hit during one delay a
year ago, it rained just enough to force
most spectators to head for cover.

But when the final horn sounded,
Crockett County had scored the
contest’s final 35 points in forging a 42-
14 conquest of the favored Big Red,
pushing the Cavaliers’ record to 3-0
heading into this week’s huge Region 7
showdown with Dyer County in Alamo.

“Dyer County beat us twice last year,”
Coach Kevin Ward told his team after
Friday’s win, “and we helped them a lot
both times. If we can play as hard as we
did tonight - and clean up a few things
- we have a good chance to keep
moving toward the playoffs.”

Ward felt his club showed a lot of
composure in handling the multiple
delays against Lexington, especially
after the hosts had taken a 14-7 lead
early in the second quarter and looked
ready to seize complete control of the
football game. But Crockett
immediately responded with a 60-yard
scoring drive after a short kickoff, and
once the Cavs had the duel
deadlocked, it was the visiting team
that actually took command.

“A game like this can easily mess with a
player’s head,” Ward said, “but our
guys handled the delays really well. Did
we play a perfect game? No. Did we do
everything correctly? No. But we
played well enough to win against a
very good football team, and I’'m very
proud of the effort we put forth.”

Left: Crockett quarterback
Ben Burgess (10) follows the
blocking of Randle Perry (50)
and Dre Walker (6) for a big
fourth-quarter gain against
Lexington. Burgess
accumulated 231 yards of
total offense. (Photo by Ron
Barry)

A few keys to Crockett’s victory could
be found in the statistical lines of four
particular players.

First and foremost, junior quarterback
Ben Burgess executed his best career
game as a Cav, completing eight of
nine passes for 180 yards and two
touchdowns, running seven times for
51 yards and another score, and
showing a confidence that was
occasionally lacking in his sophomore
season. As Ward has pointed out
previously, an extra 15 pounds of
muscle added in the off-season has
made all the difference - along with a
year’s experience as a starter.

Then there’s Squirt Pickens, who will
always be among the smallest players
on any field, but who often pulls off
some of the biggest plays. Friday night,
he caught two passes for 102 yards,
including a 54-yard bomb in stride
from Burgess on Crockett’s second
offensive play of the game, providing a
7-0 advantage with just 52 seconds
knocked off the clock.

You can’t forget Gabe Dupree, a
defensive back who received his first
three offensive carries of the season -
and proceeded to gain 100 yards on
the dot and tally a pair of touchdowns,
including a 72-yarder that iced the
contest with 4:43 to play.

And once Lexington’s run-heavy
offense - forced to a desperation
passing attack by the Cavs’ suddenly
stingy defense - had to abandon its
bread-and-butter, Cav defender lan
Greenberg supplied a pair of fourth-
period pass interceptions to thwart
any plans of a Big Red comeback.

That Crockett quartet of standouts
had plenty of help from the likes of
two-way linemen Zerafin Guardian,
Carson Bridger, Randle Terry, Nolen
Turner, and Dre Walker, as well as two-
way linebacker/blocking backs Austin
Carroll and Jake Knox. Kicker Noah
Mayfield nailed all six of his extra-point
tries and even made a touchdown-
saving tackle on a kickoff play that
could have been a huge turning point
in the game if he hadn’t managed it.

The Cavalier defense also forced a pair
of fumbles after short pass
completions - both in the decisive
third quarter - which turned into
Crockett touchdowns as the offense
clicked behind the running of DK
Woods and clutch pass receptions by
Karsen Burgess and Walker.

Following the Cavs’ opening scoring
bomb, the host Tigers (the school has
two nicknames for its teams, although
“Big Red” and “Tigers” don’t seem to
synthesize that well) pounded their
way to a seven-minute scoring drive
that demonstrated why they were 2-0
coming in.
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Lexington tied the game on a seven-
yard pass from Ross Wilson to
Cameron Smith, and it looked like a
seesaw battle was about to
commence.

The pendulum swung Lexington’s way
when Crockett muffed a punt at its
own 30 near the beginning of the
second quarter. After an illegal
procedure penalty, Wilson tossed a 35-
yard scoring pass to Aviance
Huddleston in the right corner of the
end zone, and the hosts were suddenly
backin front.

But not for long. Following a short
kickoff, Woods broke a 32-yard run,
Demo Pickens rushed for another first
down, and Burgess - on a key fourth-
down play - put his head down and
crashed for an 11-yard gain to the Tiger
one. Dupree - who hadn’t carried the
ball in the season’s first two games -
took it in from there, and Mayfield’s
kick tied things up 14-14 with 7:40 until
the intermission.

Inspired by the comeback, the Cav
defense hit the field on a mission and
quickly forced a punt when Walker
threw Levi Wilkinson for a three-yard
loss and Knox stopped him for no gain
and then broke wup a pass.
Unfortunately (seemingly for the Cavs)
Lexington’s Redding Wilson boomed a
S54-yard punt out of bounds at the
Crockett nine, so the visitors faced a
91-yard march if they were to break the
deadlock before halftime.

But the Burgess-to-Burgess
combination clicked for a 12-yarder;
Woods ran for a first down; Ben
Burgess found Walker for 26 more
yards and then ran for another 10
himself; Squirt Pickens matched it for
another first down; and Woods finished
off the drive with only 42 seconds left
on a seven-yard run on which he
almost had the ball knocked loose at
the goal line, but summoned the
strength to gather it back in before he
fell into the end zone.

Just when Lexington’s band had taken
the field for its portion of the halftime
show, the first lightning delay came; a
second extension pushed the return
time back to 9:15 p.m.

As the third period began, Crockett
forced a fourth-down fumble near
midfield on a short pass, taking over at
its own 48. Dupree swept to the left
side for a 27-yard gain and two
Burgess-to-Burgess passes moved it
down to the Lexington 13. Following an
illegal procedure infraction, Ben
Burgess found tight end Walker
unguarded straight cross the middle
for an 18-yard touchdown.

Now down 28-14, the hosts were forced
to throw more than they’d like, and on
their fourth completion of the ensuing
drive, committed another fumble.
Amarion Hobson jumped on this one at
the Crockett 22 with 1:08 left in the
third.

Burgess then hit Squirt Pickens with a
quick pass in the left flat, where he
practically faked Tiger defender
Redding Wilson out of his shoes, then
sailing past him for a 48-yard gain
before he was hauled down at the
Lexington 35. As the quarter expired,
the next lightning delay was
announced and the teams hit the
locker rooms again.

This one lasted even longer, and when
the squads returned to the field before
a decidedly sparser crowd, it looked as
if the home team had lost most of its
spirit. Woods - whom Ward later
praised for “playing hurt tonight” -
plowed over several tacklers for an 18-
yard gain to set up a seven-yard
scoring scamper by quarterback
Burgess. Mayfield’s extra point pushed
the Crockett edge to 35-14, and after
Greenberg’s first interception just
minutes later - on a diving play back at
the Cavalier six - Lexington was all but
dead.

The grim reaper officially arrived when
Dupree cut behind a vicious block by
Carroll, swung out to his right, and had
absolutely clean sailing for 72 yards
and a 42-14 Crockett triumph.
Greenberg iced it down with yet
another interception, returning it 17
yards.

Ward’s club amassed 460 yards in total
offense and limited Lexington’s
vaunted ground attack to just 70 yards
in 27 tries. The Tigers did roll up 187
passing yards, but made four turnovers
in doing so.

Dyer County arrives in Alamo this week
also with a 3-0 record, sporting
victories over Dyersburg (35-34), Union
City (34-14), and Hardin County (49-
28).

Game Statistics:
Lexington 14

Total Offense (Plays-Yards): CC 47-
460; LEX 55-257.

First Downs: CC 15; LEX 13.
Penalties-Yards: CC 8-60; LEX 7-65.
Punts-Yards-Avg: CC 2-59.29.5; LEX 2-
93-46.5.

Fumbles-Lost: CC 1-1; LEX 2-2.

CC Rushing (Carries-Yards): Gabe
Dupree 3-100, DK Woods 16-83, Ben
Burgess 7-51, Demo Pickens 5-22, Dre
Walker 2-16, Squirt Pickens 2-10, Khalan
Thomas 1-0, Kris Phillips 1-(-1), Chris
Mann 1-(-1), Team 38-280. LEX Rushing:
Levi Wilkinson 13-40, Cameron Smith 2-
11, Keagan Chappel 6-11, Brady McEarl
3-7, Aviance Huddleston 1-3, Ross
Wilson 1-0, Garner Cooper 1-(-2), Team
27-70.

CC Passing (Completions-Attempts-
Yards-Interceptions): Ben Burgess 8-
9-180-0. LEX Passing: Ross Wilson 11-
24-144-2, Redding Wilson 1-1-19-0,
Webb White 1-3-23-0, Team 15-28-187-
2.

CC Receiving (Catches-Yards): Squirt
Pickens 2-102 (1 TD), Dre Walker 2-44 (1
TD), Karsen Burgess 3-25, DK Woods 1-
9. LEX Receiving: Huddleston 2-44 (1
TD), Elye Pearson 4-40, Aiden Seaton 1-
23, DQ McKnight 2-23, Wilkinson 2-21,
Ross McDaniel 1-19, Smith 1-7 (1 TD).

CC Pass Interceptions (Int-Yards): lan
Greenberg 2-17. LEX Pass
Interceptions: None.

CC Fumble Recoveries: Amarion
Hobson 1, team recovery 1. LEX Fumble
Recoveries: 1.

CC Kickoff Returns (Returns-Yards):
Squirt Pickens 2-31, Carson Bridger 1-1.
LEX Kickoff Returns: Smith 3-62,
Wilkinson 1-38, Huddleston 1-11.

CC Punt Returns: Demo Pickens 1-(-2).
LEX Punt Returns: None.

CC Scoring (TD-2PC-FG-XP-Points):
Gabe Dupree 2-0-0-0-12, Squirt
Pickens 1-0-0-0-6, DK Woods 1-0-0-0-
6, Ben Burgess 1-0-0-0-6, Dre Walker 1-
0-0-0-6, Noah Mayfield 0-0-0-6-6,
Team 6-0-0-6-42. LEX Scoring: 2-0-0-
2-14.,

Crockett 42,
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The Linescore:

CC714714 - 42

LEX7700-14

Crockett - Squirt Pickens 54 pass from
Ben Burgess (Noah Mayfield kick)
Lexington - Cameron Smith 7 pass from
Ross Wilson (Blayne Carrington kick)
Lexington - Aviance Huddleston 35 pass
from Ross Wilson (Carrington kick)
Crockett - Gabe Dupree 1 run (Mayfield
kick)

Crockett - DK Woods 7 run (Mayfield
kick)

Crockett - Dre Walker 18 pass from Ben
Burgess (Mayfield kick)

Crockett - Ben Burgess 7 run (Mayfield
kick)

Crockett - Gabe Dupree 72 run (Mayfield
kick)

Season Statistics (3 games; 3-0 record; 1-
O region):

Total Offense (Plays-Yards): CC 89-868;
OPP 105-305.

First Downs: CC 29; OPP 17.
Penalties-Yards: CC 14-95; OPP 18-149.
Punts-Yards-Avg: CC 3-86-28.7; OPP 9-
241-26.8 (1 blocked). Fumbles-Lost: CC 3-
3; OPP 5-4.

CC Rushing (Carries-Yards): DK Woods
31-262, Gabe Dupree 3-100, Ben Burgess
10-79, Khalan Thomas 6-75, Demo Pickens
10-46, Squirt Pickens 5-45, Dre Walker 3-
22, Davis Porter 2-18, Kris Phillips 2-17,
Chris Vance 2-1, Chris Mann 1-(-1), bad
snap 1-(-18), Team 76-646. OPP Rushing:
65-78.

CC Passing (Completions-Attempts-
Yards-Interceptions): Ben Burgess 12-17-
265-0. OPP Passing: 20-40-227-5.

CC Receiving (Catches-Yards): Squirt
Pickens 3-123 (2 TD), Dre Walker 3-87 (1
TD), Karsen Burgess 5-46, DK Woods 1-9,
OPP Receiving: 20-227 (3 TD).

CC Pass Interceptions (Int-Yards): Gabe
Dupree 2-20, lan Greenberg 2-17, Demo
Pickens 1-36, Team 5-73. OPP Pass
Interceptions: None.

CC Fumble Recoveries: Demo Pickens 1,
Amarion Hobson 1, team recovery 2 (1 for
safety). OPP Fumble Recoveries: 3.

CC Kickoff Returns (Returns-Yards):
Demo Pickens 3-102 (1 TD), Squirt Pickens
2-31, Carson Bridger 1-1, Team 6-134 (1 TD).
OPP Kickoff Returns: 15-365.

CC Punt Returns: Squirt Pickens 1-4,
Demo Pickens 2-0, Team 3-4. OPP Punt
Returns: None.

CC Punt Blocks: Kris Phillips 1.

CC Scoring (TD-2PC-FG-XP-Points): DK
Woods 6-0-0-0-36, Ben Burgess 3-0-0-0-
18, Squirt Pickens 3-0-0-0-18, Noah
Mayfield 0-0-0-16-16, Dre Walker 2-1-0-0-
14, Gabe Dupree 2-0-0-0-12, Demo
Pickens 1-0-0-0-6, Khalan Thomas 1-0-0-
0-6, team safety 2, Team 18-1-0-16-128
(includes 1 safety). OPP Scoring: 3-0-0-2-
20.

Left: Squirt Pickens -- who's
run past Lexington defenders
Cameron Smith (2) and
Cameren Gorden (6) --
caught this perfect pass in
stride from Ben Burgess for a
54-yard touchdown on the
game's second play ... (Photo
by Ron Barry)

Below: ... and then got ready
to celebrate on the sidelines
with a bump from assistant
coach Clark Scott. (Photo by

Below: Crockett cheerleader Cacie
Jo McNeill gets the crowd fired up
before there were any thoughts
about the possibility of endless
lightning delays. (Photo by Ron
Barry)

Below: Gabe Dupree (29) takes the ball from Ben Burgess
(10) on a sweep to the right behind the blocking of Brooks
Harris (73) and Zerafin Guardian (76). Dupree gained 27
yards on this play. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Left: Linebacker Jake Knox (35) makes
this picture-perfect tackle on
Lexington's Levi Wilkinson (0) as
Crockett's Garner Brown (67) adds
support from up top. (Photo by Ron
Barry)

T
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Below: Crockett receiver Karsen Burgess (2) finds a seam between Tiger defenders and
latches onto this bullet from his brother Ben for a key 12-yard gain in the second quarter

Friday night. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: DK Woods has the ball jarred loose as he nears the goal line
late in the first half Friday night, but has the necessary strength ...
(Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: ... to pull it back into his midsection for what would be the
eventual winning touchdown ... (Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: ... as he crashes into the end zone with a final extra push
from center Carson Bridger. DK Woods ran for 83 yards in 16 carries,
and this tally made it 21-14 with only 42 seconds left before
intermission. (Photo by Ron Barry)
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Left: Dre Walker (6) caught
this 18-yard touchdown pass
from Ben Burgess to make it
28-14 with 6:33 remaining in
the third period. (Photo by
Ron Barry)

Below: Looking more like a
rugby scrum than a football
play, somewhere beneath
this mass of humanity is a
Lexington ballcarrier. Trying
to corral him for the
Cavaliers are Grant
Smallwood (77), Dre Walker
(6), Zerafin Guardian (76),
and Jake Knox (35). (Photo by
Ron Barry)
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Left: lan
Greenberg (on the
ground) and Demo
Pickens  (plowing
into Lexington
receiver Ross
McDaniel)
combine to break
up this Tiger pass
attempt as Gabe
Dupree (29)
arrives to help out.
(Photo by Ron
Barry)

Above: Noah Mayfield (25) was perfect on all six of his extra point attempts
and he also made a touchdown-saving tackle on the opening kickoff of the
third quarter. Providing his blocking on this play are (from left) DK Woods
(32), Carson Bridger (79), Garner Brown (67), Austin Carroll (7), Zerafin
Guardian (76), Brooks Harris (73), and Gabe Dupree (29). Kris Phillips (16)
supplies the hold. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: Once Squirt Pickens got past Wilson, he was finally brought down 48
yards later as you see the view Wilson (19) has of it from the sidelines. (Photo
by Ron Barry)

Below: Linebacker Austin Carroll (7) tries to come up with this pass deflection
caused by hits from Amarion Hobson (4) and lan Greenberg (19) on the
Lexington receiver. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: lan Greenberg (19) later intercepted two fourth-quarter passes,
returning this second one 17 yards as Amarion Hobson (4) - who recovered a
fumble in the game - and Austin Carroll (7) look to provide a block. (Photo by
Ron Barry)

Right: Late
in the third
period,
Squirt
Pickens (23)
took a quick
pass from
Ben Burgess
and faked
Lexington
defender
Redding
Wilson out
of his shoes.
(Photo by
Ron Barry)
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Below: By the time Gabe Dupree broke off this 72-yard touchdown
run in the fourth quarter, most weary fans had gone home. (Photo by
Ron Barry)

EERE——
Below: Crockett lineman Zerafin Guardian listens to Coach Kevin
Ward's admonition to be ready for a key Region 7 battle with Dyer
County this week in Alamo Friday night. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: DK Woods (32) broke loose for a 32-yard run in the second quarter,
getting past Cameren Gorden here ... (Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: ... until he could be jolted out of bounds by Lexington's
Redding Wilson (19). (Photo by Ron Barry)

Right: An enthusiastic remnant of the
cheer squad remained until the final
horn, because -- as they proclaimed --
"a cheerleader party never ends!"
(Photo by Ron Barry) e
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