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Welcome to Ms. 
Michelle’s Classroom!

“The goal of early 
childhood education 

should be to activate the 
child’s own desire to 

learn.” 
- Maria Montessori
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Students at Work

  Fun at the building center

Fine motor skills, 
communication, and color 

practice during “small group”

Measuring and counting 
ladybugs during “floor toys”



Students at Work

Music and movement during 
Circle TimeName Practice during Writing Working hard during Small 

Group



Classroom Routines
One of the most important elements of early childhood 

learning is following directions and routines.  In our 
classroom we have several routines that we follow 

including our arrival routine, eating snack, bathroom,  
small group, center/free play routine, walking in a line, 
and more. These routines are explained verbally and with 
visuals displayed around the classroom, along with lots of 

practice!

A consistent routine can help 
children feel in control and 

comfortable, which can help them 
explore, learn and grow.



What happens during circle time?  

  Fun at the building center

Children learn new concepts, 
skills, and language through whole 

group activities like singing, 
reading, and mini lessons.



What happens during small group?  

  Fun at the building center

Students engage in targeted, 
hands-on learning while being 

divided into 3 groups, each 
guided by a 

teacher/para/therapist.



What happens during snack? 

  Fun at the building center

Snack is served family style. Students are 
working on: 
-sharing/turn taking
-communicating and requesting wants/needs
-self control
-build relationships with other students and 
staff
-self help skills (cleaning up spills, throwing 
their trash away, washing hands)
-healthy habits
-fine motor development (scooping, pouring, 
using various serving and eating utensils)



1
Behavior 

Expectations
Our classroom runs on a list of simple 
classroom rules that students practice 

daily.  

Each day students can earn a gecko gold for 
being caught demonstrating the rules in the 

class (and for going above and beyond). 

Gecko Gold store/treasure box occurs 
monthly.



Curriculum Overview

Zoophonics is a teaching 
method that uses animals to 

help children learn the sounds 
of letters. Each letter is 

associated with a different 
animal, and children learn to 
recognize the sounds of the 

letters by making the sound of 
the animal.

HWT helps children learn to write 
letters. The program addresses all 

types of learners, including 
auditory, visual,and kinesthetic 
learners. It helps improve fine 
motor skills, letter formation, 

spatial awareness and body 
awareness.

TELL is a universal, Tier 1, 
whole-class curriculum 

designed to improve school 
readiness in oral language, 

pre-reading, and 
pre-writing. TELL includes 
art, fine and gross motor 

and music activities. 

Assessment tool used throughout the 
year,  to collect student date, 3x/year, 

in 10 areas of development: social 
emotional, physical, cognitive, 

language,literacy, math, science, social 
studies, the arts, and English language 
acquisition.  The data collected informs 
every aspect of teaching, and is aligned 

to early learning standards. 



Curriculum
The Creative Curriculum for 

Preschool empowers children to be 
confident, creative, and caring 
learners through play-based, 
hands-on investigations- a 

research-based approach that 
incorporates language, literacy, and 

mathematics throughout the day. 



Assessment



Assessment



Arizona’s Early Learning Standards
The standards that guide our learning and curriculum

Overview of the Standards & Strands











Ways to Help Your Preschooler Be Successful

Establish Routines
Children thrive on routines. You can 
help your preschooler by 
designating certain times for 
waking up, playtime, meals, getting 
ready for school, etc.

Get Plenty of Sleep
Studies show that kids ages 3-4 need 
between 10-13 hours of sleep per day, 
including naps. Inadequate sleep can 
have a negative impact of mental, 
physical, and emotional 
development.

Encourage Independence
Encourage your child to try things 
for themselves before you offer 
support. This should include tasks 
such as dressing/undressing, 
feeding, opening containers or 
packages, and cleaning up after 
meals or playtime.

Practice Skills
You can help foster a love of learning 
early by reading to your child daily, 
playing educational games, and 
providing opportunities for creative play. 
Building blocks, sorting activities, and 
art supplies are great ways to encourage 
fine motor and cognitive development.
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All Things EQ

Parent Video - Back to School

https://allthingseq.wistia.com/medias/8vxxxso61o?wvideo=8vxxxso61o


Override Information





THANK YOU! 
Please reach out with questions
Email: michelle.wark@dvusd.org


