
Mrs. Buchholz
Mrs. Cai

Curriculu

m Night

Thank 
you for 
coming!

Please sign in at the back table! Thank you!



Communication

Email is the best way to 

communicate with us!

Mrs. Buchholz

● patricia.buchholz@dvusd.org

Mrs. Cai
● hao.cai@dvusd.org

We will 
respond 
within 24 

hours!

Look in your 
emails for 
monthly 

newsletters 
about what 5th 
grade is up to!



Curriculum



● 6 Day Cycle
○ 5 days of lessons
○ 1 Day to Test Skills

● Each module is 18 days

Into Reading

Readin
g & 

Writing

● 6-Day Cycle:
○ 5 days of lessons
○ 1 Day of Grammar

● Each module is 18 days

Writer’s 

Workshop





1. Reading: Literature (5.RL.*)

● Key Ideas & Details

○ Quote accurately from a text to explain what it says and draw inferences. Arizona Department of Education

○ Compare and contrast characters, settings, or events using specific details. Arizona Department of Education

● Craft & Structure

○ Understand meanings of words and phrases, including figurative uses like metaphors and similes. Arizona Department of 
Education

○ Analyze how chapters or scenes work together within the story's overall structure. Arizona Department of Education

● Integration of Themes and Genres

○ Compare and contrast stories in the same genre based on themes and approaches. Arizona Department of Education

● Text Complexity

○ Read and understand increasingly complex literature—including stories, dramas, and poetry—independently by year’s end. 
Arizona Department of Education

5th Grade Reading Standards

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2016/12/5th%20Grade%20ELA%202016%20Final.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2016/12/5th%20Grade%20ELA%202016%20Final.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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2. Reading: Informational Text (5.RI.*)

● Key Ideas & Details

○ Quote accurately when explaining explicit content and making inferences. Arizona Department of Education

○ Identify multiple main ideas and summarize how supporting details reinforce them. Arizona Department of Education

○ Explain relationships among individuals, events, or ideas based on text. Arizona Department of Education

● Craft & Structure

○ Understand domain-specific and academic vocabulary in subject-based texts. Arizona Department of Education

○ Compare and contrast text structures like chronology, cause/effect, and problem-solving across different pieces. Arizona Department of Education

● Integration of Knowledge & Ideas

○ Use information from multiple sources to answer questions or solve problems effectively. Arizona Department of Education

○ Evaluate how authors use reasons and evidence to support their points. Arizona Department of Education

○ Synthesize information from several texts on the same topic to communicate knowledge. Arizona Department of Education

● Text Complexity

○ Independently read and comprehend informational texts—including history, science, and technical writing—of increasing complexity by the end of the year. 
Arizona Department of Education

5th Grade Reading Standards

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2016/12/5th%20Grade%20ELA%202016%20Final.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2016/12/5th%20Grade%20ELA%202016%20Final.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2016/12/5th%20Grade%20ELA%202016%20Final.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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3. Foundational Reading Skills (Phonics, Word Recognition, Fluency)

● Phonics & Word Analysis (5.RF.3)

○ Decode multisyllabic words using letter-sound patterns.

○ Apply understanding of syllable types and morphological elements like Greek/Latin roots. Arizona Department of Education

● Fluency (5.RF.4)

○ Read grade-level text with accuracy, at an appropriate speed, and with expression to support comprehension. Arizona 
Department of Education

4. Writing & Language

These typically include:

● Writing opinion, informational, and narrative texts with clear structure and evidence.

● Using correct grammar, conventions, and vocabulary.

● Engaging effectively in discussions and presenting ideas.

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2021/07/5th%20grade%20ELA%20Standards%20Placemat.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2021/07/5th%20grade%20ELA%20Standards%20Placemat.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2021/07/5th%20grade%20ELA%20Standards%20Placemat.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Reading RTI
● 6 days of differentiated independent activities 

that connect to what they have learned in the 
whole class lessons:

○ Background Knowledge
■ Watch videos related to our next 

story and answer a question.
○ Vocabulary

■ Explore the meanings, synonyms, 
and antonyms of words.

○ Morphology
■ Analyzing prefixes, suffixes, and root 

words and their meanings
○ Spelling

■ Exploring the sounds and patterns 
that make up words.

○ Handwriting
■ Practicing print and cursive

○ Read a Book
■ Reading a book that is within their 

Lexile Level

Team Fries 🍟
Activities are leveled just below 5th grade 
to help them access the content and fill in 

gaps.

Team Burger 🍔
Activities are leveled right at 5th grade to 
help them strengthen their understanding 

of what they're learning in class.

Team Soda 🥤
Activities are leveled at or above 5th 
grade level but require them to think 
more critically and analyze what they 

have learned in class



● 5 Units of varying length

● Lesson quizzes and end of Unit 
assessments

● Lessons Covered:
○ Whole Number Operations - 

Volume, Division & 
Multiplication

○ Decimals, Fractions
○ Coordinate Plane
○ Geometry, Algebraic Thinking

iReady Math

Math



Math RTI
● 8 minutes of Fluency Flight 

each day to practice their 
automaticity of adding, 
subtracting, multiplying, and 
dividing.

● 45 minutes of My Path lessons 
each week. These are targeted 
lessons based on the results of 
their diagnostic test.

● Once their 45 minutes of 
lessons is done for the week, 
they may play the Learning 
Games.



Mystery Science

● Quarter 1: Mixtures & 
Solutions

● Quarter 2: Forces & Motion

● Quarter 3: Earth and Moon

● Quarter 4: Adaptations & 
Environment

STEMscopes

Science



Mandarin

New Curriculum - Level Learning 

Mandarin Language
●    Listening
●    Speaking
●    Reading (Online Library)
●    Writing (Typing)
●

Chinese Culture
●    Chinese Traditional Stories
●    Chinese Traditional
●    Festivals

 



● We study the American Revolution 
(1750s) to the Industrial Revolution 
(1840s)

● Also, we look at the structure of the 
U.S. Government and how it came to 
be

● Students will complete 2 DBQ 
(Document-Based Question) Essays 
for the district, which requires them 
to analyze primary sources and 
answer a question based on their 
research.

McGraw Hill

Social 
Studies



Junior 

Achievement 

BizTown

● Learning starts in February

● Teaches students about economy, 

savings, checking, payroll, etc.

● Students are assigned jobs

● Field trip to JA Biztown in March to 

work at their job and get “paid”



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9GYpSdRFUb0


All Things EQ

Social Emotional 
Curriculum

Click the 
Title

https://allthingseq.wistia.com/medias/8vxxxso61o
https://app.allthingseq.com/login






Behavior 

Managemen

t



To ensure 
our 
students 
are safe, 
respectful, 
and 
responsibl
e we teach 
and follow 
our 
school's 
Code of 
Conduct.



Culture Camp - Q1 Week 2

Are my 
thoughts 
helpful or 

hurting me?
Life  
Skill

Pride

Lifelong  
Guideline

Personal Best

Click for weekly video ↑

Gecko Goals
Be Safe

Be Respectful
Be Responsible

Be Ready to 
Learn

On the first day of the 
week, we hold a Culture 
Camp meeting where we 

discuss life skills, 
guidelines, and mottos 

that help us to be the best 
version of ourselves.

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/search/dictionary?query=pride
https://app.allthingseq.com/login


Positive 

ReinforcementIndividual
Students get to pick out a reward for every 10 

positives they earn. Students can earn Gecko Gold as 
well.

Small Group:
Each table group that earns 10 points will get to pick 

out an award.

Whole Class:
When the whole class does well and fills up their 

marble jar, they get free time.

Gecko Gold

Positives on 
Character Cards

RADs

Weekly Life Skill 
Winner



Character 

Cards







Routines + 

Procedures



Planners / Agendas

Students are required to fill out their planner each 
day with important information, such as assignments, 

lessons, upcoming assessments, etc. in Mrs. 
Buchholz's class.

Students can use this to share with families what 
they are learning, know what they have missed, and 

keep track of their work.



Homework Policy

Routine homework is not assigned. However, if classwork is not 
completed, then it becomes homework.

If you’re wanting your student to do some form of homework, 
here are some suggestions:

● 20 minutes of reading
● 20 minutes on iReady completing My Path lessons
● Cooking or baking with measurements
● Visiting local museums
● Exploring nature on a hike



Grading 

Policies



Classes that typically meet 4-5 days per week = at least 1 
meaningful grade each week per subject

Students in 3rd through 12th grades will receive marks for 
their overall performance in each course of study using the 
following letter grade scale. Overall course grades for 
students in grades 3-12 will be calculated from the average 
of the student’s assignment scores* (assessments, 
coursework). 

● A =  90-100% 

● B =  80-89%

● C =  70-79%

● D =  60-69%

● F =   0-59%



Classes that typically meet 4-5 days per week = at 
least 1 meaningful grade each week per subject

Students in 3rd through 12th grades will receive 
marks for their proficiency towards the grade level 
standards using the following scale. These marks are 
for information and do not calculate the student's 
overall course grade.

● 4 = Highly Proficient

● 3 = Proficient

● 2 = Partially Proficient

● 1 = Minimally Proficient









Retake Policy

Students may request to retake assignments 
within 10 days of the due date.

Students may not retake an assignment if they 
have missing or uncompleted work in the 

gradebook.



Student will 
fill out this 

section



Teacher will 
fill out this 

section



Misc.





What the Data Tells Us
➢ Chronic absenteeism is the highest in Kinder, 8th and 10th grade

➢ By the end of the first month of school we are at the District 
attendance level for the remainder of the school year (17% - 19% 
absent from September to May)



Schoolwide attendance 

challenge:

 The group with the best 

attendance at end of 

year will get a free field 

trip at end of year!

 That could be us!







It is a 
mail-in 

only 
ballot!



For more 

information on 

Grading, visit:

https://www.dvusd.org/Page/84444

Thank you 
for joining 

us!

Classroom Wishlist!
https://www.amazon.com/
hz/wishlist/ls/3HDCOL1B

MF0B2?ref_=wl_share


