Grade Seven Unit 3 Task 2: Dictators, WWII, and the Fall
of Empires

Essential Questions: How does power impact society?
Suggested Pacing: 25 days

Background:
Last topic, students learned about the causes and effects of imperialism, specifically through the lens of

the British Empire. Students were able to understand the reasons for expansion, but also how that
expansion influenced the nations being expanded upon. This will be valuable background for this next
topic, as students explore how imperialism led to the bloodiest war in history, and the rise of dictators
who wielded their power with impunity, and how this abuse of power eventually led to the fall of
empires and the decline of imperialism.

Task: With the British Empire in mind, as well as the elements students have learned about dictators and
other empires during World War I, students will write an essay in which they analyze and evaluate the
impact dictators had on WWII.

Social Studies Skills Introduced Through this Task:

[J $5.6-7.GEO.1: Construct and use a variety of maps to support spatial concepts and ideas.
(6-7.1-2, 8.1)

[] s$5.6-7.HIS.1: Explain how people, events and developments can influence, affect and impact a
place or region. (6-8.1, 8.1-2)

[[J s$5.6-7.HIS.3: Select, evaluate, and use different sources to learn about the past. (8.6-8)

[[J SS.6-7.HIS.4: Develop and explain causes and effects of events in the past. (8.9-10)

[J $S.6-7.CVC.1: Explain and draw conclusions about why, how and for whom governments are
formed. (6-7.1, 8.1)

[] SS.6-7.CVC.2 Analyze the ideas and principles of governments and their influence in social
change. (6-7.2-3, 8.2, 4)

Purpose: Students will explore World War Il through a lens of Imperialism and the dictators and their
motivations and how this resulted in a new world post-war.

Throughout this task, pair with myWorld:

Chapter Connections to be used and added as needed.




Academic Vocabulary

Dictator
Censorship
Propaganda
Imperialism

Empire

Communism

Fascism

Nazism

Holocaust
Cult of Personality
Soviet Union
Totalitarianism
Authoritarian
Alliances
Militarism

Getting Started:

What is a dictator? And do they still exist? On a piece of chart paper, write the word “dictator” and ask
students to come up with ideas about what the term means and what qualities a dictator might have.
Create a concept map with the word at the center surrounded by students’ ideas. Lead them to the
definition that a dictator is someone with absolute power over a country or area and who has gained
their power by force.

Next, have students explore the center on a modern dictator, Kim Jong Un.

Center:
Modern Dictator

Articles:
e Whois Kim Jong Un?
e Life Under Kim Jong Un
in North Korea

Videos:
e All About North Korea
® CNN: KimJong Un

Map:
e North Korea

What are the similarities and differences
between Kim Jong Un’s regime and the
British Empire?

How do you see imperialism’s influence
in Kim Jong Un’s regime?

What are the ways in which we could
tell Kim Jong Un has become a dictator?

How do you see dictatorship affecting
human rights?

Students should take notes in their Social Studies notebooks and be prepared to go back to their
definition of dictator and add to it based on the information they gain in the center.

After clarifying their definition of dictator, students should reflect in their notebooks about the following:
e What impact does a dictator have on the world around them and the people who live under

them?

Making Meaning:

Students will do a close reading of the article “The Rise of European Dictators.” This article contains key
vocabulary for the unit, as well as an overview of how dictators became popular in Europe around the



https://kids.britannica.com/students/article/Kim-Jong-Un/574273
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nq3DDGOFYa8OovX_-L-TeI-4L33aKAxTw8gMNle1ppw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nq3DDGOFYa8OovX_-L-TeI-4L33aKAxTw8gMNle1ppw/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GD9kFEwRVQFCaWoUddhP36tTbn2U81WA/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H2PR6rZNPsjqbG-yge1gB3OhEl_d1peC/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1vFcCG-yXGOtEftMsWdalC3DoW4UQwuqNqMjihfl1oYw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-J2t4UPDyPWTIKGFSRbzJIX9I2VVilwm6Hr3k-vEXT0/edit?usp=sharing

time of World War Il. Students will annotate the text and answer guiding questions in their Social Studies
notebooks (Guiding questions are below in the box).

questions.

Opportunity to Assess Journal Writing

e What led to the rise of dictators?
e What is the connection between imperialism and dictatorships?

In their social studies journals, have students write down their thoughts about the following

Investigation:

Students will engage in group centers on dictatorships and World War Il. They will explore different

dynamics of dictatorships and how they interconnect with World War Il.

Type of Center myWorld Additional Resources Guiding Questions
Center 1: Connections | Articles: e What led to the start of
World War Il and Made as e 10 Facts About World War Il World War Il and why
the Holocaust Needed e Brittanica Kids did it continue?
based on ® The Holocaust
MyWorld e Why did the U.S. enter
Videos: the war?
e Brief Overview of WWII
e WWII Explained e How does imperialism
connect to World War
Images: I
e World War Il images
Maps:
e WWII - Europe
Center 2: Articles: e How do you see
Joseph Stalin and e World Leaders: Joseph Stalin elements of
Empire e History of the Soviet Union expansionism in
® Who is Joseph Stalin - DK Britain’s Empire?
e Joseph Stalin - Brittanica Kids
e What was Stalin’s
Maps: goal for expansion of
e Soviet Republics the Soviet Union?
e The lron Curtain
e What was the “lron
Images: Curtain”? Why was it
e Stalin Images significant in Europe?



https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/world-war-two/
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/World-War-II/353934
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/holocaust
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qnh7CUJwtaPrCNNCzf4FguZ_XRi_1vOQ/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PlQZ0vD4a0exXth1viJjdoPY_7hokxRS/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BqRZPzRFnVORQsJFRp3oJzWt2JejAEEnXEuJte-gZD4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eRXG10lDrWqs58LzuAtjM_SWHeQw0xKAOsOZpQErNCo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WXsrIg_3YVVPB6Y4-ISh4oRiGSCX-NrrHCoMdOebLeo/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.history.com/topics/russia/history-of-the-soviet-union
https://www.dkfindout.com/us/history/world-war-ii/joseph-stalin/
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Joseph-Stalin/353807
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republics_of_the_Soviet_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iron_Curtain#/media/File:Iron_Curtain_map.svg
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1WCZiJp6HUXsYXOda7Mt4gnkGD2EbKCHRkr483MzLAU0/edit?usp=sharing

Videos:
e Stalin's Expansion in Eastern

Europe
e Whois Joseph Stalin - BIO

Political Cartoons:
e Stalin: Ban Insults Cartoon
e Totalitarian Cartoon

e The Cold War Begins

Primary Document
® British News Reel

What was the
difference between a
Soviet Satellite State
and a Soviet
Republic?

What was the
purpose of Stalin’s
“buffer” in Eastern
Europe?

How does Soviet
expansion relate to
what is happening in
the Ukraine today?

Center 3:
Adolph Hitler

Articles:
e World Leaders: Adolf Hitler
e Storm Troopers, Elite Guards,
and Secret Police:
Transforming Germany in the
1930s

Videos:

e Biography of Hitler
e What Was the Holocaust?

Images:
e Images: Adolph Hitler

How does the cult of
personality help
enforce a dictator’s
rule?

How do you think
Hitler was able to
gain so much power
based on the
sources?

What is the
connection between
a powerful leader

Map: and an empire?
e Germany
Center 4: Articles What sort of
Mussolini and ® Who is Mussolini? propaganda did the
Propaganda ® DK-Who is Mussolini British Empire use?
e |taly’s Fascist Era
How does
Videos propaganda enforce

e Mussolini speaking
e Mussolini

Images:
e Benito Mussolini

Map:
e |[taly during WWII

dictatorships?

How do you see
imperialism as an
inspiration for
Mussolini?



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s79xeHaJkwjmBGZSak4tnzbXcmjyDn2b/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s79xeHaJkwjmBGZSak4tnzbXcmjyDn2b/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RPvpPv1xAVEST25anyMoakGuzrRahGg5/view?usp=drive_link
https://mg.co.za/cartoons/2012-11-16-stalinism-and-insults/
https://www.cartoonstock.com/cartoon?searchID=CS170051
https://slideplayer.com/slide/12539635/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s3I-dnTEgDU
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1q6YAWax1OhnCH9F_vjdlvNPtUxHQRFyl18xDNZfZFwM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GGrerZMrYb-bHxuvVJs8Ori9iF85vOPruHeeHcaVSas/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GGrerZMrYb-bHxuvVJs8Ori9iF85vOPruHeeHcaVSas/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GGrerZMrYb-bHxuvVJs8Ori9iF85vOPruHeeHcaVSas/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GGrerZMrYb-bHxuvVJs8Ori9iF85vOPruHeeHcaVSas/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aKelhqj8EGD5y6uywNY_fFKG2HZnf6MV/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19BuxwxVjLaNENRVqGk-qiNzF7z5Xf_Dm/view?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1solGvWaCjiqaHuk1AYUwAVRJ4OgyfcKikhvc8FOuDjM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sFVtJNMTO3ME3XJ4daGmDWhxZShdYOsDnSJvw-dvoEA/edit?usp=sharing
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Benito-Mussolini/353511#:~:text=As%20prime%20minister%20of%20Italy,be%20more%20important%20than%20individuals.
https://www.dkfindout.com/us/history/world-war-ii/benito-mussolini/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HcHxYnQQ0rlY6bX57rTzzJYzOsk1pcAA8OhakK1ZibI/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14FxQvP4_15myHVy6Tsr2UK5kyM195TEY/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Xc2ci-a2sLKa4Y6Md-G9kTNw13mpFnEk/view?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZSg17SxMwQcQJbSir12e3mDgIr4WvJoetX3f6jscgfo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jhnsxbYSnCHDBwwExYIym9ZFxofj1bMeSQcsywcdXUQ/edit?usp=sharing

Opportunity to Assess Journal Writing

Students will be responding to the guiding questions in their social studies journals at each center.

Create/Produce:

Students will produce a CER essay on dictators during World War Il. They should address the following

question:
e How does a dictator's use of power impact their society?

Communicate/Present:

Students will participate in peer feedback sessions on their CER essays.
They will follow a protocol that guides them through questions to ask and
what to look for when reading someone else’s paper.

They will then revise their work and share their revisions with their
partner based on the feedback they received.

Reflection:
Students will use the insight gained from their peers and their own
thoughts to reflect on the following questions:
e What did this task show you about how nations could use power
to influence people?
e Inyour opinion, when can someone’s power go too far?

Giving Feedback To Your Peers

it down in a small group to view and listen to a peer s wor

ing some feedback in one of these

What [ really liked about
your work wos ...

[ 5 -
Be specific! Talk about something that you

saw or heard that was particularly interesting
or insightful

Your work made me
think about ...

Be specific! When you reference a
connection, explain and describe that
connection and why it matters.

| wos thinking about
,,,,, from our centers
when | viewed/listened to
your work becavse ...
e N
FERTERINE
Be specific! Quote or paraphrase the
information from the center and explain how

it connected for you.

When you discussed
777777 , what other
details do you think would
be vseful to readers?

oo 19

When you ask this question, provide some
detail about what exactly the author said and
where it appears in their work.



https://docs.google.com/document/d/19TSuDG1CR6T38KX8O__Q2FZz4zWN8hopyPw-BgNG2M0/edit?usp=sharing

