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Dear Williamston Middle School Families:

We are so excited to welcome students back on Monday, August 18th! Our faculty and staff can’t wait to see
everyone, and we are here to support a smooth and positive transition into the new school year. To help you get
ready for the first week, please take a moment to review the information below:

WMS SCHOOL PROCEDURES AND EXPECTATIONS

The slideshow Welcome to WMS: Your Guide to Success was sent to families via email on August 1. If you
did not have the chance to view it then, please be sure to read it with your child before Monday, to help them
prepare for a successful school year. It is also available on our website.

HIVE JIVE - WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
The Hive Jive is emailed to families at the end of each week and posted on our website. The newsletter

includes important dates and school information to help you stay informed. The first newsletter will be sent on
August 21, 2025.

WMS STUDENT HANDBOOK & CODE OF CONDUCT:
It is the responsibility of students and families to be familiar with the student handbook and code of conduct to
ensure safety and responsibility during the school year.

There are new Board of Education approved changes to the WMS Student Handbook 2025-2026:
e Cell phones and electronic devices (ECDs) are not permitted and shall not be used during school

hours (including lunch and recess).

e Any student in the 8th grade or younger must have an adult present for entry and supervision during
any Williamston High School athletic event.

e Students may arrive at school no earlier than 7:50 AM , when adult supervision is available in the
building. They will remain in the cafeteria until dismissal to lockers/hallways at 8:20 AM..

WMS Student Handbook 2025-26, which includes the Code of Conduct, is available on the WCS website.

DISTRICT ISSUED CHROMEBOOKS

Students are expected to bring their fully charged district-issued Chromebooks to school daily. Chromebooks
must remain in the district-provided cases to protect the device and reduce the risk of damage. Teachers will
provide guidance on the use of Chromebooks in the classrooms.



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UgPVzeoBpumPfqVsATglT1mZ1lYiVhmDBhXgnXBWqF0/edit?usp=sharing
https://wms.gowcs.net/policies-procedures/2025-2026-student-handbook

LIFETOUCH SCHOOL PICTURES:

All students should have a picture taken for their school-issued ID card. You may order prints online from
mylifetouch.com with Williamston Middle School’s picture day ID #EVT8MKYVSB. If your child missed
pictures on Monday, August 11, 2025, Lifetouch will be here on Tuesday, September 16, 2025.

BREAKFAST AND LUNCH AT WMS
On August 7, 2025, the Michigan Department of Education announced it will provide free breakfast and lunch
to all students through September 30, 2025.

A la carte items are also available for purchase. Student ala carte food accounts may be paid for by the week,
month, or year. Online payments are made through the family portal, or checks can be written to Williamston
Community Schools and delivered to the kitchen in the morning before school starts.

Monthly lunch menus are available on the website and linked in the weekly WMS Hive Jive.

ATTENDANCE:

If your student will be absent, please call the Attendance Line at 517-655-4668 (press #1) to report their
absence. On the recording, state the student’s name, grade, date of absence, and reason for absence, or
electronically submit an excuse online through your PowerSchool account. If your child has an unexcused
absence, an automated message will be sent to parents/guardians at 9:10 a.m. and again in the evening (if it is
still unexcused).

In the event of a medical appointment, parents are encouraged to bring documentation of their child’s
professional appointments to the school office. Absences due to documented medical appointments are not
included in the total hours missed from school.

SCHOOL MESSENGER NOTIFICATION SYSTEM:

Williamston Community Schools utilizes a rapid notification system called School Messenger. This automated
system notifies parents/guardians of school closings and other important messages. Messages are sent out based
on information in our PowerSchool student information system. Parents/guardians are able to add additional
phone numbers and email addresses to this system by logging into their PowerSchool Parent Access account.
Instructions can be found on the WCS website under the Parents/Families link.

I hope this information helps you plan for the new school year. If you have additional questions, please contact
the Williamston Middle School main office at 517-655-4668. I look forward to working with you as we
continue Williamston Middle School’s strong tradition of excellence!

Sincerely,

O 422

Deb LaFleur


http://mylifetouch.com
https://williamston.familyportal.cloud/
https://www.gowcs.net/our-district/for-parentsfamilies

