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Careers Programme in U6th and L6th

Virtual and In-
person 

Workshadowing 
Events

University Talks UCAS Exhibition

Lower 6 UCAS 
Programme  

Individual 
Interviews in L6th 

and in U6th

Open Days at 
Local Universities

PATHWAYS 2024 – 
19th September

UNIFROG

Interview 
Skills

Day



Admission Tests

UCAT – all medicine applicants
LNAT – some law applicants
ESAT, MAT, PAT etc – Oxford and Cambridge   
TMUA - Durham University, Lancaster 
University, the University of Warwick, the 
University of Sheffield or the University of 
Southampton, 



• Over the summer, students 
were advised to have 
researched what they want 
to study and where to study. 

• They have been told that 
the most important thing is 
the COURSE.

• UNIFROG is a great tool for 
research for both courses 
and universities.



Things they should consider:

Make sure they are on target to 
meet the entry requirements 
required

Check A Level or equivalent of 
requirements as well as those at 
GCSE level

Are they required to sit an entrance 
exam, aptitude test or attend an 
interview?

Are they aware of what qualification 
you will achieve from your chosen 
degree?



Using the UK Universities tool

Unifrog has a tool that 

allows them to search for 

universities in the UK 

based on the factors most 

important to them

Log into Unifrog and scroll 

down to the ‘UK 

universities’ tool.



Using the UK Universities tool

Enter the potential grades and select up to 10 subjects 

related to what they wish to study.

The longlist will show every relevant course. It’s 

sorted into Aspirational, Solid, and Safe options.



Predicted Grades Policy



Predicted Grades Policy



Predicted Grade Policy



Information from UCAS for Parents



Daisy’s UCAS
Application



Daisy’s UCAS

Application



Daisy’s UCAS
Application



Daisy’s UCAS
Application



More about you 

UCAS Free School Meals 
Application Fee Waiver 

You must answer, ‘Yes’ to this 
question in ‘More about you’ 
to identify you are eligible for 
the free school meals 
application fee waiver. 

The college need to agree to 
the eligibility when reviewing 
the application and will be 
checking with SIMS. 



Free School Meal 
Application Fee Waiver

• Public 

If you are eligible for the free school 
meals waiver you need to choose ‘Apply 
with FSM fee waiver’, when you ‘Pay 
and submit’. 

If you can’t see this option but think 
you’re eligible:
1. Check you have answered ‘Yes’ to 

the question in ‘More about you’. 
2. Check with your school or college 

BEFORE entering any card details.

Once you pay by card (even if you are 
eligible), this cannot be reversed; a fee 
waiver cannot be applied after you 
have completed the pay and submit 
process.



Disability advisors and learning support 
coordinators

Every university or college has a disability advisor or learning support 
coordinator to help your son/daughter get the most out of their time 
in higher education. 

They can tell them about the support available, for example, 
equipment to help them study.

You or your son/daughter may find it useful to contact the 
university or college's disability adviser or disability coordinator 
before they make a final decision about where to study. It is also a 
good idea to go and check the institution out for themselves.

When applying to a university, they do not have to tell them about 
their disability but they will need to do so to get additional support 
or funding.



Where can I get more information or support 
about applying to higher education with a 
physical and/or mental health condition, 
learning difference or long-term illness?



Student Loans and Grants 

• Available Support
NI students can apply for fee and maintenance funding online through SFNI

EU students can apply for fee loan only support. Postal applications only using 
form EU25N.

• Eligibility
SFNI will determine eligibility. Students should contact their local SFNI office if 
they have any queries about eligibility

SFNI Eligibility Criteria Presentation 25-26

https://www.studentfinanceni.co.uk/media/1837/sfni_eligibility_criteria_presentation_25-26.ppt


Available Support

• Tuition Fee Loan – 

• up to £4,855 per year for study at NI universities, 

• £9,535 for study at universities in England, Scotland and Wales

• Maintenance Loan – based on household income

• Maintenance Grant – for lower-income households

• Special Support Grant 

• Extra Help – e.g. Disabled Students’ Allowance, Childcare Grants

Studying in the Republic of Ireland
Students who normally live in Northern Ireland and choose to 
study at a relevant institution of higher education in the 
Republic of Ireland (public university or college) are not charged 
a tuition fee, however they are required to pay a student 
contribution charge. SFNI offer a Student Contribution Loan to 
help cover this charge.

https://www.studentfinanceni.co.uk/types-of-finance/undergraduate/full-time/tuition-fee-and-living-cost-students/help-with-tuition-fee-costs/student-contribution-loan/what-is-it/


Quick Guide for Students

1. Apply via studentfinanceni.co.uk

2. Opens to new Undergraduate students March of each year

3. New students should create an online account when applying

4. Provide income details up to thresholds only

5. Apply early!!! You do not need a confirmed place at University to 
make an application. Late applications may delay payments in time 
for the start of your course.

6. Fee loan payments are paid direct to your university or college on 
your behalf and you only have to start repaying it once you've left 
your course and are earning over £26,065 a year.  



Maintenance Loan and Grant Support 
Income Levels SFNI 2025/26 – Living at 
home



Maintenance Loan and Grant Support Income 
Levels SFNI 2025/26 – Living away from home 
(exc London)



Maintenance Loan and Grant Support Income 
Levels SFNI 25/26 – Studying in London



What’s the purpose of the personal
statement?

It’s your 
chance to: 

• show your curiosity, 
knowledge and 
passion.

• evidence relevant skills 
and your potential.

• communicate your 
genuine interest and a 
desire to learn more.

Question prompts 
are there to help you 
but remember to: 

• link your academic, 
extra-curricular and 
other experiences to 
your chosen area(s) 
of study. 

• use relevant examples 
throughout your 
personal statement. 

Don’t panic about 
the sections:

• the important thing is to 
explain why you’re 
including the example.

• reflect on what you’ve 
learned from it.

• the statement will 
still be reviewed 
as one piece.

Remember there's no right or wrong!



Format and structure

Three 
sections with 

question 
prompts

4,000-total 
character count 

split across 
sections

Minimum 
character count 
350 characters 

per section 

Don’t waste 
characters 

listing grades 
and subjects 

Don’t repeat  
information 

across 
sections



What are the questions?

What else have 
you done to 

prepare outside 
of education, and 

why are these 
experiences 

useful?

How have your 
qualifications 
and studies 

helped you to 
prepare for this 

course or 
subject?

Why do you 
want to study 
this course or 

subject?



Universities & colleges will consider

• Have you chosen the course for the 
right reasons?

• Do you have a depth of interest in the 
subject?

• Do you appear motivated and 
committed?

• Can you study independently?

• Are you genuinely engaged and 
knowledgeable about the area 
you're applying to? 



Research is the foundation

Research and preparation is key when they are 
starting to think about your personal statement. 

Before they start writing anything, take some time to:

• mind map what they might want to include

• build up a bank of examples they can refer to  

• list evidence of their skills and experiences 

• rank their evidence and examples that are MOST relevant 
to the course(s) they are thinking of applying to



Using Unifrog to help draft the personal statement



Research can be done using the following Unifrog tools:

• Know-how library

• Subjects library

Using Unifrog to help finalise the personal statement



When ready to send the UCAS Form

• All sections ticked

• They must agree to share information with us

• Pay fee online  - £28.95 

• UCAS will waive the fee for any students who receives Free 
School in last six years

• Remember to click to allow the College access to your TRACK 

• Click on “Send to Referee”

• Parents to send email to Careers tutor to confirm that they 
are happy with the completed form



School Deadline 

All Early 
Deadlines forms 
must be ready to 
hand in on 
Tuesday 23rd 
September.

All other Forms 
should be ready 
for Wednesday 
12th November 



What happens next?

•Writing Reference and checking

•Full check of application form

•Sort out queries with student

•Corrections

•Send to UCAS



•Might look to you that nothing is happening!

•BUT IT IS.

•Early deadline applications take priority.



•UCAS sends application to universities

•Some respond quickly

•Some wait until after closing date before 
deciding

• Interviews?

•Offers/rejections!

•Given reply date – provisional 6th May 2026



• Students choose 2 of their offers

• CF – 1st Choice

• CI – 2nd Choice

• Don’t withdraw without seeing me!

• Provisionally – 13th August 2026 
• Students should be here that day and for a few days 

afterwards
• Confirm destinations



CAO

• Can use alongside UCAS

• Students will receive more information concerning this 
during a tutorial session in October/November – the system 
will not be live till 5th November 2026

• Very different system

• We have no access to it



CAO



Their applications, their 
Future.

Their responsibility!
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