
AVID IV Syllabus 
 

Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) is a series of courses that prepare students for 
college readiness and success. Students receive instruction using a rigorous college preparatory 
curriculum provided by AVID Center, tutor-facilitated study groups, motivational activities and 
academic success skills. In AVID, students participate in activities that incorporate strategies 
focused on writing, inquiry, collaboration, organization, and reading to support their academic 
growth. Additionally, students engage in activities around college and career opportunities and 
explore their own student agency, giving students voice and often choice in how they learn.  
 

AVID IV Course Description:  
AVID IV focuses on writing and critical thinking expected of first- and second-year college 
students. Students complete a final research essay project from research conducted in AVID III. 
In addition to the academic focus of the AVID IV, there are college-bound activities, 
methodologies, and tasks that should be achieved during the fourth year that support students 
as they apply to four-year universities, community colleges, technical schools, workforce, or 
military and confirm their postsecondary plans.  

Major Units: Semester 1 
​ Unit One: Introduction and Routine Refreshers  
Students will: 

●​ Build relational capacity with their classmates, whether returning or new. 
●​ Commit to upholding norms, behaviors, and mindsets to become college- and 

career-ready. 
●​ Use focused note-taking during tutorials so that they can deepen their content 

knowledge. Examine different note-taking formats so that they can determine 
which is the best to use for different subjects.  

​ Unit Two: Resume Updates  
Students will: 

●​ Students and existing  academic résumé listing activities, work experience, and 
educational history that will provide information to help complete college and 
scholarship applications.  

 
​ Unit Three: College Applications 
Students will: 

●​ Evaluate their current high school transcript so they can have a better 
understanding of their level of preparedness for scholarship and college 
applications.   

●​ Create a goal centered around scholarship and college applications.   
●​ Identify necessary action steps to take, which will help them reach their 

scholarship and college application goal.   
●​ Utilize information from their transcript to identify five academic fit colleges.  



  
​ Unit Four: FAFSA/TASFA-Borrowed Future 

           Students will:. 
●​ Describe the differences between scholarships, grants, work-study programs, 

and loans. 
●​ Identify places to look for financial aid. 
●​ Explain the importance of submitting a Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSA). 
​ Midterm Exam: Service Project  

Major Units: Semester 2 
 

​ Unit Five: Scholarships  
Students will: 

●​ Secure financial support for postsecondary education to reduce the burden of 
college costs. 

●​ Develop essential life skills such as goal-setting, self-advocacy, and professional 
communication. 

●​ Increase access to opportunities that can expand college and career options. 
●​ Practice meeting deadlines and following application processes, preparing for 

future academic and career requirements. 
 

​ Unit Six: Dorm Project 
Students will: 

●​ Develop financial responsibility for independent living. 
●​ Prepare for managing money effectively in college and beyond. 
●​ Create a realistic monthly budget for college dorm living. 

 
​ Unit Six: Cardboard Confessionals  
Student will: 

●​ Celebrate senior year growth through a culminating activity where students 
reflect on who they were before AVID and who they have become after their 
AVID journey. 

 
​ Final Exam: Cardboard Confessionals Filming/Presentation 

 


