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“Reading Level” indicates the very approximate skill level to read that book. The first numeral
indicates the grade level; the second numeral indicates how many months into that grade level. For
example, a book with a 5.4 reading level means this book has been determined to be at the average
skill level of someone 4 months into the 5™ grade.

o | Crabgrass: Comic Adventures I by Tauhid Bondia I Reading Level: 4.2 I Pages: 189
S For best friends Kevin and Miles, each day is filled with adventure. When they aren't chasing the ice cream truck on
t‘) their bikes or braving the coyote-filled woods armed with only a potato launcher, Kevin and Miles stretch out on a
g dock or beneath the shade of a tree, avoiding chores and watching the world go by. The two also help each other
=) navigate adversity at school, avoiding bullies, falsifying disastrous report cards, and trying not to embarrass
themselves too much in front of a crush.
Game of Freedom: Mestre Bimba and by Duncan Tonatiuh Reading Level: 2.9 | Pages:
the Art of Capoeira unpaged
> 6 Although it is debated when and where capoeira — an art form that blends martial arts, dance, acrobatics, music, and
o 2 spirituality — originated exactly, one thing is certain: in the early 20th century, Brazil was the only country in the world
o % where capoeira was played, and it was mainly practiced by people of African descent. In 1890, two years after
é’ 5 | Brazil officially abolished slavery, the game was outlawed. Wealthy, lighter-skinned society feared and looked down
& | on capoeira, seeing it as a game for malandros — what people in power called the poor Black communities they
disdained. But in the early 1920s in the city of Salvador, a man called Bimba advocated for capoeira, and those who
practiced it, demanding they be treated with dignity and respect.
Impossible Creatures | by Katherine Rundell | Reading Level: 5.x | Pages: 358
The day that Christopher saved a drowning baby griffin from a hidden lake would change his life forever. It's the day
& | he learned about the Archipelago — a cluster of unmapped islands where magical creatures of every kind have thrived
X | for thousands of years, until now. And it’s the day he met Mal — a girl on the run, in desperate need of his help. Mall
<Z( and Christopher embark on a wild adventure, racing from island to island, searching for someone who can explain why
[T

the magic is fading and why magical creatures are suddenly dying. They consult sphinxes, battle kraken, and
negotiate with dragons. But the closer they get to the dark truth of what’s happening, the clearer it becomes: no one
else can fix this. If the Archipelago is to be saved, Mal and Christopher will have to do it themselves.

FANTATSY ADVENTURE
IN VERSE

Kwame Crashes the Underworld | by Claribel A. Ortega | Reading Level: 5.5 | Pages: 340

Twelve-year-old Kwame Powell isn't ready to deal with losing his grandmother, even as he and his family head to
Ghana for her celebration of life. He's definitely not ready when he's sucked into a magical whirlpool that leads
straight to Asamando, the Ghanaian underworld. There, he comes face to face with his grandmother, who is very much
alive, and somehow still...a kid? Together with his best friend, Autumn, and a talkative aboatia named Woo, Kwame
must battle angry nature gods and stop the underworld from destroying the land of the living. But there's an even
bigger problem: Only living souls can leave Asamando. In order to save the mortal world and return home, Kwame will
need to find the courage to do the bravest thing of all — learn how to say goodbye.

MYSTERY

The Liars Society | by Alyson Gerber | Reading Level: 4.3 | Pages: 294

Weatherby is a fish out of water. When she lands a scholarship to the prestigious Boston School, she’s excited to be
in the same world as her dad, whom she’s never met, and make real friends. But Weatherby has a secret she’ll risk
everything to protect, one that could destroy her new life. Every member of Jack’s wealthy and privileged family
has made their mark at the Boston School. Everyone, that is, except for Jack, who is entirely mediocre. He's
desperate to prove his worth to his influential father. But Jack has a secret of his own . . . one with the power to ruin
everything. When the money for their school trip to a private island — exclusive to Boston students — is stolen, Jack
and Weatherby are invited to play a high-stakes game and solve the mystery of the missing money. If they win,
they’ll be selected to join the oldest, most powerful secret society in the world — and they’ll be Boston royalty forever.
If they lose . . . well, they better not lose.




The Long Way Around | by Anne Nesbet | Reading Level: 4.6 | Pages: 239

SURVIVAL ADVENTURE

During a hiking trip with their parents in the mountains of California, cousins Owen, Vivian, and Amy are finally
allowed to camp for one night at a little lake all on their own. But when a massive earthquake blocks their return path,
there’s only one way home: the long way around, through a wilderness filled with fierce animals, raging rivers,
unstable weather, and high passes. The hardest challenges the cousins face, however, are the troubles they’'ve brought
with them: bold Vivian’s fear of starting middle school and of changes she can’t control, Owen’s lingering emotional
scars from a car accident, and Amy’s desire to live in stories rather than in boring regular life. Drawing on courage
and humor, the cousins weather storms, make the most of dwindling rations, and face their deepest fears in order to
bring each other safely home.

On The Block: Stories of Home | edited by Ellen Oh | Reading Level: 4.8 | Pages: 190

REALISTIC FICTION
SHORT STORIES

12 Families. 12 Cultures. 1 Building. Welcome to the Entrada, home to these everyday Americans, including: the
new kid on the block, who is both homesick and curious, a Popsicle-bridge builder, a ghost hunter, and a lion dancer
their families, friends, and neighbors from all around the world!

REALISTIC FICTION
GRAPHIC NOVEL

Saving Sunshine | by Saadia Farugi | Reading Level: 3.9 | Pages: 216

It's hard enough being a kid without being teased for a funny sounding name or wearing a hijab. lt's even harder
when you're constantly fighting your sibling — and Zara and Zeeshan really can't stand each other. During a family
trip to Florida, when the bickering, shoving, and insults reach new heights of chaos, their parents sentence them to the
worst possible fate — each other’s company! But when the twins find an ailing turtle, it presents a rare opportunity for
teamwork — if the two can put their differences aside at last.

The Undead Fox of Deadwood Forest | by Aubrey Hartman | Reading Level: 2 | Pages: 313

ANIMAL FANTASY

Clare is the undead fox of Deadwood Forest. Here, leaves grow in a perpetual state of fall: not quite dead, but not quite
alive — just like Clare. Long ago, he was struck by a car, and, hovering between life and death, he was given the choice to
either cross into the Afterlife or become an Usher of wandering souls. Clare chose the latter: a solitary life of guiding souls
to their final resting place. Clare’s quiet and predictable days are met with upheaval when a badger soul named
Gingersnipes knocks on his door. Despite Clare’s efforts to usher her into the Afterlife, the badger is unable to leave
Deadwood. This is unprecedented. Baffling. A disturbing mystery which threatens the delicate balance between the living
and the dead. Desperate for help, Clare and Gingersnipes set out on a treacherous journey to find Hesterfowl — the
visionary grouse who recently foretold of turmoil in Deadwood. But upon their arrival, Hesterfowl divulges a shocking
revelation that leaves Clare devastated, outraged, and determined to do anything to change his fate.

REALISTIC
FICTION

We Still Belong | by Christine Day | Reading Level: 5.3 | Pages: 249

Wesley is proud of the poem she wrote for Indigenous Peoples’ Day — but the reaction from a teacher makes her
wonder if expressing herself is important enough. And due to the specific tribal laws of her family’s Nation, Wesley is
unable to enroll in the Upper Skagit tribe and is left feeling “not Native enough.” Through the course of the novel, with
the help of her family and friends, she comes to embrace her own place within the Native community.

REALISTIC FICTION

The Wild Journey of Juniper Berry I by Chad Morris I Reading Level: 5.1 I Pages: 250

Eleven-year-old Juniper Berry lives with her family deep in the wild woods. Living off the grid is pretty exciting, but
her happy life in the wild ends abruptly when her younger brother gets sick, and they move to the city to be closer to
the hospital. Juniper and her older sister end up living with cousins they hardly know and attending public school for
the first time, which is harder to navigate than the wild woods ever were. As the hospital bills for her brother start
piling up, Juniper knows they’ll need to be paid before the family can go back to the woods, so she decides to make
enough money to help out. With her cousin Alayna’s support, Juniper starts posting videos filled with her wisdom from
the woods, hoping to get a following. But what if it doesn’t work? What if the bills never get paid? Not going home to
the wild is Juniper’s worst nightmare. While she’s stuck in the city, she might as well make the most of it, like sticking up
for Alayna, who's being bullied by her supposed friends, for starters.

HISTORICAL FICTION
ANIMAL/ ENVRONMENTALISM

Wildoak | By C.C. Harrington | Reading Level: 4.3 | Pages: 324

Maggie Stephens's stutter makes school especially hard. She will do almost anything to avoid speaking in class or
calling attention to herself. So when her unsympathetic father threatens to send her away for so-called "treatment,"
she reluctantly agrees to her mother's intervention plan: a few weeks in the fresh air of Wildoak Forest, visiting a
grandfather she hardly knows. It is there, in an extraordinary twist of fate, that she encounters an abandoned snow
leopard cub, an exotic gift to a wealthy Londoner that proved too wild to domesticate. But once the cub's presence is
discovered by others, danger follows, and Maggie soon realizes that time is running out, not only for the leopard, but
for herself and the forest as well.







