MINUTES

TCA North Elementary PTO General Meeting
Friday September 5, 2025 8:45 AM, Cafeteria.

BOARD MEMBERS
= President, Taylor Hart = Member At Large, Evelyn Whitehorn
= Vice President, Jenna Kester = Member At Large, Angela Beach
= Treasurer, Shanthi Vandervalk = Member At Large, Kathy Gehauf

Secretary, Coral Laski

BUSINESS
Time | ltem Speaker
8:45 | Welcome & Pledge of Allegiance Taylor Hart
Led by Taylor Hart
8:50 | Principal’s Report Jody Peterson,
e Jody Peterson welcomed everyone back and celebrated the strong parent TCA N Elementary

turnout, noting they might need to announce PTO meetings at every assembly! | Principal

e She reflected on the joy of having students back, sharing that the first days of
school set the tone for the entire year, with elementary students already being
immersed in TCA's values of truth, beauty, and goodness. Teachers are
building community, learning the unique strengths of each child, and
encouraging deep friendships and belonging!

e Jody expressed her appreciation for the partnership between parents and the
school, saying how the PTO helps extend the mission beyond the classroom.
Whether it's new playground swings or helping with events, parents enable
excellence.

e She closed by reading ‘The Blur’ by Dan Santat, reminding us how quickly these
years go by and sharing the message to enjoy our little “blurs” while we can!

9:05 | Guest Speaker Lindy Keffer- TCA
Lindy shared how TCA thrives because of its generous and involved community. Advancement
Her role centers around building financial support through three core efforts:

1. Annual Fund - a vital part of keeping class sizes small and supporting teacher
retention. Because public funding is based on student numbers, smaller class
sizes mean lower state funding per classroom. The annual fund helps close
that gap and allows TCA to offer staff bonuses for returning teachers.

2. School & Team Fundraisers - things like spirit wear, silent auctions, and
AirCity360 help fund student experiences. PTO donated $3,000 from last
year’s fundraisers to support the annual fund.

3. Titans Give (Service Run) - annual student-led fundraiser. Last year TCA
raised $73,599 for the Ronald McDonald House, sponsoring the teen room
for 13 years. She mentioned that parents should take their children to see
what they helped make possible!

TCA Advancement: Tcatitans.org/giving
*This year’s charity is CASA of the Pikes Peak Region.

&b Coffee Donated by Mission Coffee! A proud supporter of TCA North Elementary PTO.


http://tcatitans.org/giving

9:20

Business
1. Treasurer’s Report
e $7,000 for new swings
e $3,000 donation to the Annual Fund
e Staff Grant Request:
o Lida wood: purchase of two electric roasters for event use ($189.58)
o Voted & Approved

Taylor Hart

Shanthi Vandervalk

Coral Laski
2. Secretary Minutes
*No minutes to approve due to technical difficulties retrieving April records.
9:30 | Committee Reports
1. Meet the new PTO Board and Committee Chairs *Taylor Hart
2. Community Events Committee *school sponsored Wei Hui
o Volunteers are still needed for next week’s 1st-6th Field Day - setup,
donations, and activity support. PTO will provide pizza for all-day helpers!
o Grandparents Day is September 25 & 26 - volunteer signups are coming for
setup and cleanup, even short shifts help!
3. Special Events Committee *PTO sponsored events Jennifer Cupples
o Organizing this year’s Fall Festival on Nov. 7, 5:30-7:30 PM
o Jenn’s youngest is in 6th grade, so we’re looking for someone to shadow her
this year and take over next year.
o If you signed up for any committees, you'll receive an invite to an upcoming
planning meeting.
4. Gratitude Committee Jenna Kester &
o Today’s Staff Lunch is hosted by 5th & 6th grade families - awesome turnout! | Angela Beach
o Monthly staff lunches continue throughout the year.
o A snack cart sign-up link was sent out to help keep the staff lounge stocked.
o We know it may seem like a lot is being asked, but every little bit helps, and
we’ll find a groove to bless our teachers together!
5. Fundraising Committee Lyndze Daly &
o The Spirit Wear shop is now open! Inventory has been counted and orders Evelyn Whitehorn
will be delivered to classrooms.
o Taekwondo Fundraiser: $55 gets one month of classes, a uniform, and
everything goes back to TCA PTO. Must purchase by end of September but
can be redeemed anytime.
o Silent Auction at Fall Festival - seeking donations from small businesses.
o Come to the Fall Festival ready to bid!
6. Room Parents Jodie Collins
o Room Parent meeting followed directly after PTO.
o If you get an email from Jodie, it likely needs to be shared with your
classroom community. Help spread the word and support activities all year.
9:45 | Raffle provided by PTO: Taylor Hart

e TCA Sweatshirt: Brent Myer
e TCA Fleece: Kelly Melcon, Jen Gray, Heather Dix

Breakfast sponsor:
e Saxby family, Chick-Fil-A Dublin




| Adjournment




