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Welcome back! In this term we will be learning about many different topics. Please read on to 
discover all the great things we will be covering! 

English 

One of our class texts this term is “The Barnabus Project” by The Fan Brothers. This picture book is an 
extremely inspiring tale of a half elephant, half mouse who goes on an adventure to free himself and his 
friends from a life of perfection.  

Through this text, the children will learn a variety of reading skills: how to familiarise themselves with new 
vocabulary; infer from the text using clues and make predictions based on pictures and justifying them with 
evidence. We follow the National Curriculum for the delivery of skills in writing, grammar, punctuation and 
spelling. “The Barnabus Project” will allow the children to learn and apply these skills with a focus on the use 
of apostrophes, using adverbs prepositions and conjunctions to add meaning and interest and providing 
plenty of opportunity for self-reflection and evaluation. 

We will also read “Escape from Pompeii”. This picture book links seamlessly to our Mountains topic in 
History and Geography and will provide exciting cross curricular links. Based on the events of that infamous 
day in Pompeii, it follows our main character through the day leading up to and after the eruption.  

Through this text, we will develop our reading skill such as, retrieving information by reading and choosing 
the relevant parts that a question is asking, explaining in detail what is happening and why and 
summarising the text by picking out the most important information. Following the National Curriculum, 
this book will allow us to explore writing in paragraphs, correctly punctuating direct speech and starting 
sentences with fronted adverbials. 

Children are expected to be reading every day at home. It is important for parents or older siblings to ask 
questions of the children about the book they are reading such as: Who are the characters? What is 
happening now? Why does a certain character feel this way? What do you think will happen next? It is not 
about how much the children read; it is about how much they understand. Reading for roughly 15-20 
minutes a day is perfect. The children have chosen and will continue to choose a book from the school 
library that is banded at the level we deem appropriate based on their abilities. You can however read 
anything! Whatever gets them excited and wherever their passion lies! Just as long as they are reading! 

There will be many fun opportunities within reading this term. All children will have the chance to read to 
the rest of the class. We will be practising reading skills every day. Every week there will be paired reading 
where Holyrood class will be reading with Sandringham Class. 

Children will be practising their handwriting on a weekly basis, learning how to join the letters and to 
ensure their writing is legible. Through English, children will learn how to write a variety of different genres 
including non-fiction and poetry.  

We use Edshed spelling scheme and children will get spellings every Friday, which they are expected to 
practise at home daily. 

Maths 

Following the White Rose scheme of work, this term, Year 4 will focus on place value, addition and 
subtraction and multiplication and division. Lessons will be taught with a mastery approach in mind with 



lots of chance for paired discussion and reasoning. All lessons will incorporate a practical element (where 
possible) and will try to highlight the real-world applications of the maths skill being taught. 

We will also be completing daily arithmetic sessions to further enhance your child’s mathematical skills 
with a weekly arithmetic test to monitor their progress.  

To support your child at home please get them to practise their times tables up to 12. Children in Year 4 
need to know all their times tables up to 12 x 12 and the division facts in readiness for the multiplication 
check at the end of the year. Children will have access to TT Rockstars to learn their tables, whilst there are 
plenty of other websites such as topmarks.com and timestables.me. 

Science 

This term, your child will be exploring the fascinating world of living things and their habitats. They will 
learn about different plants and animals, how they live, and how they adapt to their environments.  

Grouping Living Things: Children will learn how living things can be classified and grouped based on 
common features such as mammals, reptiles, birds, insects, and plants, and understand how scientists use 
these categories to study nature. Habitats and Ecosystems: Children will discover a range of different 
habitats, from woodlands to oceans, and understand how plants and animals depend on each other to 
survive. They will explore how living things are suited to their habitats and how they interact with their 
surroundings. Environmental Changes: The topic will cover how environments can change, both naturally 
and due to human activities. Children will learn about the impact of deforestation, pollution, and climate 
change on living things, and why it’s important to protect habitats. Food Chains: Children will explore food 
chains and learn how energy is transferred from one organism to another. They'll identify producers, 
consumers, and predators, and understand the balance within ecosystems. Local Habitat Study: The 
children will be outside observing and classifying the living things they find. By the end of the topic, children 
will have a greater understanding of biodiversity and the importance of caring for the environment. We 
encourage you to support their learning by exploring nature together and discussing what they have 
learned in school. 

In the second half of the term your child will be learning about the different states of matter and how 
materials change. Solids, Liquids, and Gases: the key properties of solids, liquids, and gases. They will 
explore how solids keep their shape, liquids flow and take the shape of their container, and gases spread 
out to fill any space. Changing States: Children will investigate how materials can change from one state to 
another by heating or cooling. They’ll observe how ice melts into water, how water freezes into ice, and how 
water evaporates into steam. They will also explore condensation, such as how water droplets form on a 
cold surface and the water cycle. By the end of the topic, your child will have a solid understanding of the 
three states of matter and how materials can change state. You can support their learning by discussing 
different materials at home and encouraging them to observe changes in their environment, such as boiling 
water or melting ice. 

Other Curriculum Subjects 

History and Geography:  Our Autumn term topic will focus on mountains. We will delve deep into these 
geographic wonders exploring how they are formed, where some of the largest are located around the 
world and the wildlife that they care for. We will also look at how mountains have impacted on human lives 
and case study the daily lives of people from mountainous areas.  

RE: Throughout this academic year we will be learning about Hinduism. This term will focus on answering 
the questions, what is Hinduism? How do Hindus and Christians relate to God? 

PSHE: During this first half-term children will be learning about dreams and goals. Focusing on aspirations 
and how to achieve goals. We will work on understanding the emotions that go with this. In the second half 
of the term the children will be doing some work on a unit called healthy me. This is all about teaching the 



children how to be and keep safe and healthy. Protective Behaviours will support the children in identifying 
trusted adults who can help to keep them safe. 

PE: Currently children have PE on Mondays and Tuesdays. On Monday the children are swimming so please 
remember to bring in swimming costumes every week. On Tuesday we will be doing gymnastics. Please 
ensure your children have the correct kits on the correct days! 

Art & Design: In Art this half-term we will be learning all about landscapes. Using watercolours to create our 
very own landscape painting.    
 
Design & Technology: During lessons we will be researching, designing, creating and evaluating different 
ways of using linkages in different products, creating our own with a working mechanism. 
 
Music: Children will be learning a unit called create and notate which focusing on the development on the 
compositional skills. 
 
Computing: Children will be learning about how to use Microsoft office products alongside internet safety. 
Homework 

In year 4 we ask that the children read to an adult daily whilst asking those important questions as 
mentioned above. We also encourage the children to use the Times table Rockstars app daily in order to 
practice their times tables. Every Friday a spelling list will be sent home and you are encouraged to work 
with your child to learn these.  

 

We do hope that your child enjoys their first term of this academic year with us.  If you do have any 
worries or concerns, please feel free to speak to one of us quickly, about any matter, however small. 

Mr. Hyde, Mrs. Hughes and Mrs. Vialette 


