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Orchestra

in Robbinsdale Area Schools

Now that you're in 5th grade
It's time to sign up for Orchestra!



Which Instrument Will You Choose?

The violin is the smallest member of the string family and plays the highest notes.
When playing, the instrument is held on your shoulder. When playing alone, violinists
often stand. Violins are often described as sounding bright or flashy. Many choose the
instrument based on its small size. Because of its similarity in size and shape to the
viola, most advanced violinists play both instruments. Some famous violinists include
Niccolo Paganini, Hillary Hahn, Jascha Heifetz, Joseph Romel, and Lindsey Stirling.

Slightly larger than the violin, the viola plays the notes closest to the human voice. For
this reason, some speculate the viola was invented first! Also played on the shoulder,
the viola fills a very important part of the orchestra by covering the “middle range”
V. ‘ : of notes. Unlike violins, violas are known to come in a variety of sizes. Some adults

play 15" violas, but they can be built up to 19” long! The viola is the only instrument in
the symphony orchestra that plays in the alto clef. Some famous violists include Paul
Hindemith, William Primrose, and Wolfgang A Mozart (rumored to be his favorite
instrument).

Cellos were not considered very popular until about 200 years after violins in Italy. At
first, they were considered back-up bass instruments (lbasso continuo). Due to the

N, size of the instrument, cellists always sit when playing. Along with the bass, cellos

play notes from the bass clef. Their shape is slightly different than violins and violas to
accommodate lower notes. Some famous cellists include Stjepan Hauser, Pablo Casals,
Jacqueline du Pré, and Yo-Yo Ma.

The bass is one of the newest members of the string family. Before the 20th century,
they often had only 3 strings. It is so large, that bassists almost always stand and hold
the instrument next to their bodies while playing. The bass is considered one of the
most versatile instruments in the string family because of the role it plays in modern
jazz, rock, bluegrass, and electronic style music. Many bassists also play the bass guitar
because of their similar strings and finger patterns. Some famous bassists include Jaco
Pastorius, Edgar Meyer, Domenico Dragonetti, and Frangois Rabbath.

For more details on registration and instrument rental, please reach
out to the orchestra teacher at your student’s school building. Your
student’s orchestra teacher would love to answer other questions
about the program specific to their building. Please email or call your
child’s teacher with additional questions.
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