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Minutes of the SWCCCASE 
Board of Directors Meeting 

June 18, 2025 
 

CALL TO 
ORDER/ROLL CALL 

A meeting of the Board of Directors of the Southwest Cook County Cooperative 
Association for Special Education was called to order at 9:02 a.m. on Wednesday, 
June 18, 2025.​
 
On roll call, the following members were found to be present: Dr. Orzel (9:03 a.m), 
Dr. Droba, Dr. Scarsella, Dr. Roth, Dr. Sala, Mr. Vern Bettis (D146), Dr. Brunson 
(9:05 a.m.), Dr. Ticknor (9:09 a.m.), Dr. Morrison (D228), and Dr. Nolting.  Also 
present: Dr. Gineen O’Neil, Executive Director, Mr. Tage Shumway, Business 
Manager, and Lisa Promis, Assistant Director.   ​
Absent:  Dr. Meighan. 
 

RECOGNITION OF 
PUBLIC 
 

Scott Duenser, WIPFLI and Kelly Kmetty, Bookkeeper 

PLACEMENT OF 
ITEMS ON THE 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A motion was made by Dr. Roth and seconded by Dr. Nolting, upon the 
recommendation of Dr. O’Neil, that the following items be considered under a 
consent agenda unless otherwise requested by the Board: the Special Hearing, and 
the open and closed session meeting minutes of the May 21, 2025 Board of 
Directors Meeting, Invoices and Payroll, Employment of Professional Personnel, 
Employment of Educational Support Personnel, Resignation of Professional 
Personnel, Resignation of Educational Support Personnel, Request for Leave of 
Absence, Employment of Personnel for FY25 ESY Programs, Approval of Board 
Policies - Second Reading, Board Officers, Organizational Meeting, FY24 Audit, 
FY26 Budget, and Agency Teacher Conversion Fee. 
​
Upon roll call the following voted aye:  Dr. Orzel, Dr. Droba, Dr. Scarsella, ​
Dr. Roth, Dr. Sala, Mr. Bettis, Dr. Brunson, Dr. Ticknor, Dr. Morrison, and ​
Dr. Nolting.  Nayes none, whereupon the chairperson declared the motion carried. 
 

CLOSED SESSION A motion was made by Dr. Scarsella and seconded by Dr. Roth to enter into a closed 
session at 9:19 a.m. to discuss the appointment, employment, compensation, 
discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the Cooperative or 
legal counsel for the Cooperative, including hearing testimony on a complaint 
lodged against an employee or against legal counsel for the Cooperative to 
determine its validity. 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1), as amended by P.A. 93-0057, and 
litigation, when an action against, affecting or on behalf of the particular 
Cooperative has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, 
or when the Cooperative finds that an action is probable or imminent, in which case 
the basis for the finding shall be recorded and entered into the closed meeting 
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minutes.  5 ILCS 120/2(c)(11). 
 
Upon roll call the following voted aye:  Dr. Orzel, Dr. Droba, Dr. Scarsella, ​
Dr. Roth, Dr. Sala, Mr. Bettis, Dr. Brunson, Dr. Ticknor, Dr. Morrison, and ​
Dr. Nolting.  Nayes none, whereupon the chairperson declared the motion carried. 
 
A motion was made by Dr. Roth and seconded by Dr. Brunson to return from closed 
session at 9:26 a.m. 
 
Upon roll call the following voted aye:  Dr. Orzel, Dr. Droba, Dr. Scarsella, ​
Dr. Roth, Dr. Sala, Mr. Bettis, Dr. Brunson, Dr. Ticknor, Dr. Morrison, and ​
Dr. Nolting.  Nayes none, whereupon the chairperson declared the motion carried. 
 

REPORT OF THE 
BUSINESS 
MANAGER 

 

STATEMENT OF 
POSITION AND 
REVENUE 

Mr. Shumway presented the statement of position, revenue, and expenditures for the 
period ending May 30, 2025. 

94TH AVENUE 
BUILDING 

Mr. Shumway shared the design and construction cost estimate from Wight & 
Company for the 94th Avenue property. 

REPORT OF THE 
EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR 

 

COOPERATIVE 
HIGHLIGHTS 

Dr. O’Neil shared highlights from each of the Cooperative programs. 
 

FOIA REQUESTS Dr. O’Neil reported that on May 28, 2025, Mr. Bo Kim from Union Bids requested 
Bid Results/Tabulations and which Bidder was Awarded the project for the Braun 
Educational Center 2025 Roofing Work, ( Cook County) Project Number: 250027. 

 
Dr. O’Neil also shared that on  June 2, 2025,  Ms. Laura Vees requested the 
contractual rates for each vendor the cooperative has contracted for social worker, 
psychologist, and behavior analyst (BCBA) services.  

 

MGW 
RESTRUCTURING 

Dr. O’Neil reported that in July 2021, the classrooms that were considered “CD​
DISCOVERS” were moved into the Morton Gingerwood Building.  Additionally, 3 
DESTINY middle school classes were also placed in the building as they were 
displaced from Arbor Park Middle School as the result of the Cooperative 
acquiring the building.  The programmatic “models” for these classrooms have 
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remained the same.  Beginning in July 2025, the two remaining DESTINY classes 
will be absorbed into the Morton Gingerwood School and the entire building will 
formally adopt a therapeutic model.  

 

PROJECT 
CHALLENGE 

Dr. O’Neil shared that Project Challenge is located at the Braun Educational 
Center.  Braun and Project Challenge are encompassed in the same budget.  We 
plan to meet with stakeholders from our three high school districts to discuss the 
possibility of absorbing this classroom into the Braun program.  

CONSENT 
AGENDA 

 

APPROVAL OF 
MINUTES 

The Board of Directors of the Southwest Cook County Cooperative Association for 
Special Education approved the minutes from the Special Hearing, and the open 
and closed session minutes from the May 21, 2025 Board of Directors Meeting. 

APPROVAL OF 
INVOICES AND 
PAYROLL 

The Board approved the May/June invoices in the amount of  $914,383.99.  The 
May payroll in the amount of 2,109,493.04 and the estimated amount of 
$2,500,000 for the June payroll. 

  

 

EMPLOYMENT OF 
PROFESSIONAL 
PERSONNEL 

 

Name Position Program Effective 
Date 

Step/Column 
or Days 

Annual 
Salary 

Boyter, Drew 
Social 
Worker Braun 8/6/2025 4/MA $61,847.00 

Lynch, Sarah Teacher Braun 8/6/2025 15/MA $76,532.00 

Murphy, Caitlyn SLP DESTINY 8/6/2025 91 Days $40,734.00 

Sheldon, Deirdre Teacher DHH 8/4/2025 6/BA $59,420.00 

 
 

EMPLOYMENT OF 
EDUCATIONAL 
SUPPORT 
PERSONNEL 

 

Name Position Program Effective 
Date 

Step/Column 
or Days 

Annual 
Salary 

King, Ashton Paraeducator CD 8/6/2025 4/+90 hrs $30,821.00 

Lorenzen, 
Brianna 

Paraeducator Transition 8/6/2025 6/Sub $33,268.00 

Morris, Jane Paraeducator Transition 8/6/2025 7/Sub $33,770.00 

Win, Megan OT Itinerant 8/6/2025 109 Days $46,434.60 
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Uribe, Brianna OT MGW 8/6/2025 3/MA $66,455.00 

 
​
RESIGNATION OF 
PROFESSIONAL 
PERSONNEL 

 
Name Position Program Effective Date 

Bigos, Isabella SLP CD Satellite 8/6/2025 

McCarthy, Katherine Teacher Braun 7/1/2025 

Schaeffer, Melissa Teacher CD Satellite 7/1/2025 

 
​
RESIGNATION OF 
EDUCATIONAL 
SUPPORT 
PERSONNEL 

 
Name Position Program Effective Date 

Alonso, Abraham Paraeducator CD Satellite 6/6/2025 

Patton, Kimberlee Paraeducator DHH 6/27/2025 

Wilkinson, Gina Paraeducator Transition 7/1/2025 

Win, Megan OT Itinerant 6/2/2025 

 
​
REQUEST FOR ​
LEAVE OF 
ABSENCE 

 

Name Position Program 
Type of 
Leave 

Effective 
Dates 

Mizelle, Daryl Paraeducator Braun Intermittent 
FMLA 

5/1/2025-6
/2/2025 

 

EMPLOYMENT OF 
ESY PERSONNEL 

 
Last Name First Name Position Program 

Brown Chihiro Paraeducator Braun 

Campins Eduardo Paraeducator Braun 

Griggs Rebecca Paraeducator Braun 

Harris Kaylene Paraeducator Braun 

Harris Lutricia Paraeducator Braun 

Lawson Jameel Paraeducator Braun 

Lesniak Emily Paraeducator Braun 

Mayo Annette Paraeducator Braun 
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Misheck Jack Paraeducator Braun 

Mizelle Daryl Paraeducator Braun 

Murry Chastity Paraeducator Braun 

Prince Rueben Paraeducator Braun 

Silero Yessenia Paraeducator Braun 

Wade Christine PM-Paraeducator Braun 

Jemilo Gia SLP Braun 

Adams Rebecca SW Braun 

Miller Elissa SW Braun 

Rodriguez Nicole SW Braun 

Bergman Kelsey Teacher Braun 

Bowman Kathryn Teacher Braun 

Casasanto Dawn Teacher Braun 

Horvath Caroline Teacher Braun 

Krucek Allison Teacher Braun 

McCarthy Katharine Teacher Braun 

Olmetti Kristie Teacher Braun 

Stavrakis Angella Teacher Braun 

Temores Laura Teacher Braun 

Wade Christine AM-Teacher Braun 

Ferriter Melissa Art Therapist CD @ MGW 

Osman Susanna Music Therapist CD @ MGW 

Villagomez Liz Nurse CD @ MGW 

Benitez Bereniece Paraeducator CD @ MGW 

Bloom Ella Paraeducator CD @ MGW 

Courtney Ava Paraeducator CD @ MGW 

Cross Erica Paraeducator CD @ MGW 

Cuellar Caroline Paraeducator CD @ MGW 

Daly Darcy Paraeducator CD @ MGW 

Doherty Claire Paraeducator CD @ MGW 

Havelka Angela Paraeducator CD @ MGW 
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Huston Chase Paraeducator CD @ MGW 

Ireland Kate Paraeducator CD @ MGW 

Johnson Patricia Paraeducator CD @ MGW 

Markusic III Dave Paraeducator CD @ MGW 

McFarthing Lisa Paraeducator CD @ MGW 

Miller Carolyn Paraeducator CD @ MGW 

Mizelle Janjira Paraeducator CD @ MGW 

Muhammad Dominique Paraeducator CD @ MGW 

Navarro Jackie Paraeducator CD @ MGW 

Pawyza Madelyn Paraeducator CD @ MGW 

Peirce Yesenia Paraeducator CD @ MGW 

Pugh Tawunna Paraeducator CD @ MGW 

Qreini Ibtesam Paraeducator CD @ MGW 

Rodriguez Susan Paraeducator CD @ MGW 

Roth Joleen Paraeducator CD @ MGW 

Taylor Dominique Paraeducator CD @ MGW 

Vargas Melany Paraeducator CD @ MGW 

Vasquez Tracy Paraeducator CD @ MGW 

Watson Jamie Paraeducator CD @ MGW 

Williamson Anna Paraeducator CD @ MGW 

James Felicia PTA CD @ MGW 

Abdallah Yasmeen SLP CD @ MGW 

Brown Anita SLP CD @ MGW 

Herbst Milli SLP CD @ MGW 

Metcalfe Rebecca SLP CD @ MGW 

O'Brein Kelly SLP CD @ MGW 

Smith Erin SLP CD @ MGW 

Courtney Ava Sub. Para CD @ MGW 

Frank Jenny Sub. SLP CD @ MGW 

Ortman Lindsay SW CD @ MGW 

Wallace Jill SW CD @ MGW 
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Arvia Donna Teacher CD @ MGW 

Doherty Dawn Teacher CD @ MGW 

Gardas Amanda Teacher CD @ MGW 

Hendrickson Quinn Teacher CD @ MGW 

Koronkiewicz Alexis Teacher CD @ MGW 

Lorek Tiffany Teacher CD @ MGW 

Majewski Kate Teacher CD @ MGW 

Sopko Addie Teacher CD @ MGW 

Town Caitlin Teacher CD @ MGW 

Smithwick Katie OT/PT CD Satellite 

Asthon King Paraeducator CD Satellite 

Bates Terrance Paraeducator CD Satellite 

Beilke Dean Paraeducator CD Satellite 

Brooks Catrice Paraeducator CD Satellite 

Bryce Sam Paraeducator CD Satellite 

Covault Andrew Paraeducator CD Satellite 

Fratto Toni Paraeducator CD Satellite 

Galmines Devin Paraeducator CD Satellite 

Granata Tara Paraeducator CD Satellite 

Guerrero Kari Paraeducator CD Satellite 

Gull Janice Paraeducator CD Satellite 

Hill Nicole Paraeducator CD Satellite 

Kimble Keisha Paraeducator CD Satellite 

Lonosky Jeanna Paraeducator CD Satellite 

Markusic Kasey Paraeducator CD Satellite 

Nelson Brieon Paraeducator CD Satellite 

Riley Jackie Paraeducator CD Satellite 

Stanciel Keith Paraeducator CD Satellite 

Steiskal Ashley Paraeducator CD Satellite 

Aneston Amy SLP CD Satellite 

Carr Sarah SLP CD Satellite 
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Crotty Cathy SLP CD Satellite 

Doyle April SLP CD Satellite 

Gill Jamie SLP CD Satellite 

Granato-Wagner Vanessa SLP CD Satellite 

Powell Megan SLP CD Satellite 

Spiel Christopher SLP CD Satellite 

Whealan Jeanine SLP CD Satellite 

Barragan Eliza SW CD Satellite 

Carlson Laurel SW CD Satellite 

Pounds Gwyn SW CD Satellite 

Covault Nicole Teacher CD Satellite 

Kill Lara Teacher CD Satellite 

Lavery Selena Teacher CD Satellite 

Mirabella Sarah Teacher CD Satellite 

Pearson Yolunda Teacher CD Satellite 

Schaeffer Melissa Teacher CD Satellite 

Vail Caroline Teacher CD Satellite 

Zagorski Margy Teacher CD Satellite 

Chapan Candy Nurse DESTINY 

Rowe Kathryn Nurse DESTINY 

Tengerstrom Debbie Nurse DESTINY 

Babinec Erin Paraeducator DESTINY 

Blue Brooklynn Paraeducator DESTINY 

Bradshaw Deidre Paraeducator DESTINY 

Burke-Toney Sherry Paraeducator DESTINY 

Cardella Nicole Paraeducator DESTINY 

Chapan Erica Paraeducator DESTINY 

Dalton William Paraeducator DESTINY 

De Mik-Renn Laurie Paraeducator DESTINY 

Deuser Margaret Paraeducator DESTINY 

Gorman Darlene Paraeducator DESTINY 
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Herrmann Catherine Paraeducator DESTINY 

Hladyshewsky Jade Paraeducator DESTINY 

Kentner Matthew Paraeducator DESTINY 

Kwiatt Julie Paraeducator DESTINY 

Leach Angela Paraeducator DESTINY 

Linane Joanne Paraeducator DESTINY 

Mack Love Devin Paraeducator DESTINY 

McCudden Carol Paraeducator DESTINY 

Murphy Stacy Paraeducator DESTINY 

Neth Victoria Paraeducator DESTINY 

Novick Tina Paraeducator DESTINY 

O'Mahony Keelin Paraeducator DESTINY 

Perros Marquardt Denise Paraeducator DESTINY 

Ravetto Will Paraeducator DESTINY 

Roser Angela Paraeducator DESTINY 

Rowlett Jillian Paraeducator DESTINY 

Schneider Nicole Paraeducator DESTINY 

Scott Israel Paraeducator DESTINY 

Slisz Kimberly Paraeducator DESTINY 

Swalec Debra Paraeducator DESTINY 

Thomas La'Quita Paraeducator DESTINY 

Tutor Connie Paraeducator DESTINY 

Vanderleest Larissa Paraeducator DESTINY 

Vasquez Dionne Paraeducator DESTINY 

Wieck Sophia Paraeducator DESTINY 

Williams Lashanda Paraeducator DESTINY 

Bernabei Deborah SLP DESTINY 

Kempke Karyn SLP DESTINY 

Lindenberg Heather SLP DESTINY 

Campbell Kiara Sub. Para. DESTINY 

Kulinski Christina Sub. Para. DESTINY 
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Daker Joe Sub. Teacher DESTINY 

Wegner Elizabeth Sub. Teacher DESTINY 

Douglas Lola SW DESTINY 

Shinn Lily SW DESTINY 

Freeman-Adams Crystal Teacher DESTINY 

Lambros Kalli Teacher DESTINY 

Martin Michelle Teacher DESTINY 

Maus Michelle Teacher DESTINY 

Mills Renee Teacher DESTINY 

Olson Chrissy Teacher DESTINY 

Palermo Colleen Teacher DESTINY 

Pierzchalski Michele Teacher DESTINY 

Vela Elizabeth Teacher DESTINY 

DeShazer Joy Interpreter DHH 

Payne Lauren Interpreter DHH 

Longino Claudia Paraeducator DHH 

Morin Angela Paraeducator DHH 

Paladin Mary Paraeducator DHH 

Patton Kimerblee Paraeducator DHH 

Prieto-Razo Andrea Paraeducator DHH 

Reitz Tatum Paraeducator DHH 

Sledge Markeeta Paraeducator DHH 

White Audrey Paraeducator DHH 

Hindahl Diana SLP DHH 

Mitchell Kristen SLP DHH 

Anderson Kara 
Sub. 
Para./Interpreter DHH 

Aubuchon Nicole 
Sub. 
Para./Interpreter DHH 

Farias Sue 
Sub. 
Para./Interpreter DHH 

Reardon Erin Sub. Teacher/Para DHH 
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Baio Emily Teacher DHH 

Caporelli Amy Teacher DHH 

Durkin-Mirabella Kathleen Teacher DHH 

Hernandez Tracy Teacher DHH 

Reppen Mark Teacher DHH 

Tschopp Kendall Teacher DHH 

Markusic Dave APE Teacher Itinerant 
Reade Barry APE Teacher Itinerant 
O'Sullivan Jullian BCBA Itinerant 
Egan Bridget COTA/PTA Itinerant 
Campbell Amanda OT Itinerant 
Foster Brad OT Itinerant 
Heneghan Elizabeth OT Itinerant 
Moriarty Erin OT Itinerant 
O'Connor Peggi OT Itinerant 
Saltin Kim OT Itinerant 
Slawson Amy OT Itinerant 
Veal Tyler OT Itinerant 
Win Megan OT Itinerant 
Archibald Michelle PT Itinerant 
Heinz Marissa PT Itinerant 
Horvat Melissa PT Itinerant 
Kupisch Julie PT Itinerant 
Ravetto Tom PT Itinerant 
Decarlo Stephanie Vision Teacher Itinerant 
Drabek Shannon Vision Teacher Itinerant 
Burns Linda Driver Transition 

Fimoff Ross Driver Transition 

Gallus Jeff Driver Transition 

Lallky Don Driver Transition 

Monstwillo Ed Driver Transition 
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Petry Terry Driver Transition 

Stob Tom Driver Transition 

Alsaber Marian Nurse Transition 

Bortscheller Mary Nurse Transition 

Eckert Kathy Nurse Transition 

Tobin Colleen Nurse Transition 

Amato Anna Marie Paraeducator Transition 

Biel Mary Paraeducator Transition 

Borak Joshua Paraeducator Transition 

Borak Suzanne Paraeducator Transition 

Bowman Dianna Paraeducator Transition 

Boyd Raye Paraeducator Transition 

Brown Patrick Paraeducator Transition 

Catanzaro Valerie Paraeducator Transition 

Chavez Gallegos Esmeralda Paraeducator Transition 

Collins Gabriella Paraeducator Transition 

Compean Melissa Paraeducator Transition 

Crane Rebekah Paraeducator Transition 

Czekala Darlene Paraeducator Transition 

Davalos Susanna Paraeducator Transition 

Davis Monique Paraeducator Transition 

Dybala Michelle Paraeducator Transition 

Elayyan Hiyam Paraeducator Transition 

Ellington Patrice Paraeducator Transition 

Fimoff Sheryl Paraeducator Transition 

Gage Shardae Paraeducator Transition 

Galivan Angela Paraeducator Transition 

Glover Revoider Paraeducator Transition 

Grace Karlene Paraeducator Transition 

Green Serena Paraeducator Transition 

Green Shelby Paraeducator Transition 
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Guerrero Itxel Paraeducator Transition 

Guerrero Ryan Paraeducator Transition 

Henry Tucora Paraeducator Transition 

Horan Sherry Paraeducator Transition 

Karli Michelle Paraeducator Transition 

Keenan Jill Paraeducator Transition 

Knaack Diana Paraeducator Transition 

Knox Kristin Paraeducator Transition 

Liggans Falon Paraeducator Transition 

Lindsey Spring Paraeducator Transition 

Lundy Michelle Paraeducator Transition 

Mackey Donna Paraeducator Transition 

Mansour Wagih Paraeducator Transition 

Marquardt Jeffrey Paraeducator Transition 

Martin Alyssa Paraeducator Transition 

Matthis Dana Paraeducator Transition 

McDonald Dominique Paraeducator Transition 

McGannon Daniel Paraeducator Transition 

Mikl Laura Paraeducator Transition 

Morin Eda Paraeducator Transition 

Morris Jane Paraeducator Transition 

Mulhern Sharon Paraeducator Transition 

Nada Eman Paraeducator Transition 

Niedospial Sandra Paraeducator Transition 

Nudo Maria Paraeducator Transition 

Owens Judith Paraeducator Transition 

Pitts Tia Paraeducator Transition 

Qreini Sarah Paraeducator Transition 

Randle BreShona Paraeducator Transition 

Robinson Rexford Paraeducator Transition 

Rubio Adriana Paraeducator Transition 
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Saadi Hiba Paraeducator Transition 

Sayes Bisan Paraeducator Transition 

Schenkenfelder Rebecca Paraeducator Transition 

Sheppard Joan Paraeducator Transition 

Smith Tanishia Paraeducator Transition 

Smolik Sharon Paraeducator Transition 

Soliunas Kazimieras Paraeducator Transition 

Somerfield Katherine Paraeducator Transition 

Sturges Sylandrea Paraeducator Transition 

Valentine Jacqueline Paraeducator Transition 

Washington Nicole Paraeducator Transition 

Weinstein Randi Paraeducator Transition 

Westra Doreen Paraeducator Transition 

White Amy Paraeducator Transition 

Whiteside Brittany Paraeducator Transition 

Wilkinson Regina Paraeducator Transition 

Yunis Hend Paraeducator Transition 

Borzecki Isabella SLP Transition 

Bugaieski Nancy SLP Transition 

Farrell Jean SLP Transition 

Murphy Caitlin SLP Transition 

Rahima Ibtisam SLP Transition 

Schuit Katelyn SLP Transition 

Bloom Carrie SW Transition 

Halloran Beth SW Transition 

Luchsinger Alexandra SW Transition 

Markel Ellie SW Transition 

Griffith Autumn Sub. Para Transition 

Arredondo Laurie 
Sub. Para or 
Teacher Transition 

Klosak Ann Sub. Teacher Transition 
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Miller Victoria Sub. Teacher Transition 

Birmingham Erin Teacher Transition 

Bortscheller Tom Teacher Transition 

Chapan Christina Teacher Transition 

Coglianese Victoria Teacher Transition 

Corse Jennifer Teacher Transition 

Dwyer Michael Teacher Transition 

Fitzer Jordan Teacher Transition 

Fudacz Jeanne Teacher Transition 

Greenfield Erin Teacher Transition 

Hallgren Kara Teacher Transition 

Kilbride Molly Teacher Transition 

Mastrud Lynne Teacher Transition 

McCarthy Colin Teacher Transition 

McKenna Mary Teacher Transition 

Porter Erin Teacher Transition 

Reid Michael Teacher Transition 

Smallwood Ashley Teacher Transition 

Thomas Nicole Teacher Transition 

Assmus Carl Custodian B & G 

Assmus Tristan Custodian B & G 

Gamboa Mateo Custodian B & G 

Heitz Ryan Custodian B & G 

Pitts Thaddius Custodian B & G 

 
APPROVAL OF 
BOARD POLICIES 
SECOND READING 

The Board of Directors, upon the recommendation of the Executive Director, 
approved the first reading of the following policies:  2:260 - Uniform Grievance 
Procedure, 4:15 - Identity Protection, 4:80 - Accounting and Audits, 5:10 -  
Equal Employment Opportunity and Minority Recruitment, 5:20 - Workplace 
Harassment Prohibited, 5:60 - Expenses, 5:100 - Staff Development Program, 
6:235 - Access to Electronic Networks, 7:10 - Equal Educational Opportunities, 
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7:20 - Harassment of Students Prohibited, 7:60 - Residence, 7:70 - Attendance and 
Truancy, 7:180 - Prevention of and Response to Bullying, Intimidation, and 
Harassment, 7:185 - Teen Dating Violence Prohibited, 7:190 - Student Behavior, 
7:200 - Suspension Procedures, 7:250 - Student Support Services, 7:270 - 
Administering Medicines to Students, 7:310 - Restrictions on Publications and 
Written or Electronic Material; Elementary Schools, 7:315 - Restrictions on 
Publications; High Schools, 7:340 - Student Records, 2:270 -  
Discrimination and Harassment on the Basis of Race, Color, and National Origin 
Prohibited, - 7:255 - Students Who are Parents, Expectant Parents, or Victims of 
Domestic or Sexual Violence, and 2:265 - Title IX Grievance Procedure. 
 

BOARD OFFICERS The Board of Directors, upon the recommendation of the Executive Director, 
approved the following Board Officers for a two year term: 
 
Chairperson - Dr. Courtney Orzel​
1st Vice Chairman - Dr. Jeff Stawick​
Secretary - Dr. Robert Nolting 
 

ORGANIZATIONAL 
MEETING 

The Board of Directors, upon the recommendation of the Executive Director 
approved the following: 
 

●​ Board Meetings will be held at 8:00 a.m. at the 94th Avenue Building on the 
following dates: August 20, 2025, September 17, 2025, October 15, 2025, 
November 12, 2025, December 17, 2025, January 21, 2026, February 18, 
2026, March 18, 2026, April 15, 2026, May 20, 2026, and June 17, 2026. 

●​ Ms. Laura Catanzaro as the recording secretary of the Board of Directors. 
●​ Ms. Dawn Hinkle as the Cooperative’s attorney. 
●​ The Southtown Star as the newspaper in which to publish all Board 

informational and/or legal notices. 
●​ The Bremen Township Treasurer to serve as the Treasurer for the Cooperative. 
●​ WIPFLI, as the auditors for the Cooperative. 

FY24 AUDIT The Board of Directors, upon the recommendation of the Business Manager, 
accepted the FY24 audit as presented by Scott Duenser from WIPFLI. 
 

FY26 BUDGET The Board of Directors, upon the recommendation of the Business Manager, 
approved the preliminary FY26 budget for a thirty day public display prior to the 
final approval by the Board at the August meeting. 
 
 

AGENCY TEACHER 
CONVERSION FEE 

The Board of Directors authorized the Business Manager to pay the $7,635.00 
conversion fee to AB Staffing Solutions. 
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ACTION ITEMS 
 

 

ACTION ON 
SETTLEMENT 
AGREEMENT AND 
RELEASE 

A motion was made by Dr. Ticknor and seconded by Dr. Brunson, upon the 
recommendation of the Executive Director, to approve the Settlement Agreement 
and Release between the Guardian for Student 1 and the Southwest Cook County 
Cooperative Association for Special Education, as presented in closed session.​
​
Upon roll call the following voted aye:  Dr. Orzel, Dr. Droba, Dr. Scarsella, ​
Dr. Roth, Dr. Sala, Mr. Bettis, Dr. Brunson, Dr. Ticknor, Dr. Morrison, and ​
Dr. Nolting.  Nayes none, whereupon the chairperson declared the motion carried.​
 

APPROVAL OF 
CONSENT AGENDA 

A motion was made by Dr. Nolting and seconded by Dr. Brunson to approve the 
consent agenda.​
​
Upon roll call the following voted aye:  Dr. Orzel, Dr. Droba, Dr. Scarsella, ​
Dr. Roth, Dr. Sala, Mr. Bettis, Dr. Brunson, Dr. Ticknor, Dr. Morrison, and ​
Dr. Nolting.  Nayes none, whereupon the chairperson declared the motion carried. 
 

ADJOURNMENT A motion was made by Dr. Orzel and seconded by Dr. Roth to adjourn the meeting 
at 9:43 a.m.  ​
​
Upon roll call the following voted aye:  Dr. Orzel, Dr. Droba, Dr. Scarsella, ​
Dr. Roth, Dr. Sala, Mr. Bettis, Dr. Brunson, Dr. Ticknor, Dr. Morrison, and ​
Dr. Nolting.  Nayes none, whereupon the chairperson declared the motion carried. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

 Dr. Mary Ticknor​
 Board Secretary 

 

 


