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Grade 7: Unit 3 Topic 1 
Essential Question: How does reading nonfiction deepen our 
understanding of a topic? 
Suggested Pacing: 45 days 

 
Background: In the entry task, students learned that exploring 
multiple nonfiction resources can deepen knowledge about a topic 
and help readers understand the information from multiple 
perspectives. In this topic, students will continue to build on that 
knowledge by analyzing how authors of nonfiction use multiple 
strategies to help readers make sense of their texts and develop 
their key points.   
 
Task: Students will research a topic from their book club novels, finding multiple resources beyond their original text to 
deepen their knowledge and build a complete understanding of what they read about. When their research is complete, 
they will design an infographic about their topic combining information from all of the sources they explored and present 
it to their classmates. They will also write a short reflection about how their research uncovered new details and 
enhanced their understanding of the content in their book. 
 
Purpose: The purpose of this task is for students to understand how authors of nonfiction use different strategies and  
organizational techniques to develop their central ideas and make their content understandable for their audience. They 
will also be learning about how the information authors choose to include and not include in their writing can impact 
how a reader understands their topic.  
 
Getting Started:  
The teacher will begin by distributing a nonfiction text excerpt to students and challenging them to read it independently 
and try to make sense of it. This will be difficult for them, as all of the nonfiction text features have been removed. As 
they read, students should annotate the passage with their questions, confusions, or understandings. The teacher should 
not give the students any hints as to what the passage is about. Rather, students should attempt to use whatever clues 
they can find and any background knowledge they may have to try and develop an idea of what information they are 
reading. 
 
After students have had a chance to look at the passage, the teacher will direct 
students to discuss the following questions in groups: 

●​ What was difficult for you about reading this passage? 
●​ Do you have any idea what the passage is about?  
●​ What would have helped you to understand this information better? 

 
As students wrap up their discussion, the teacher will ask for a few volunteers to 
share their thoughts. Students will likely comment that they don’t understand the 
vocabulary or need a picture to help them understand.  
 
Next, the teacher will explain that authors of nonfiction know that readers might 
have  a difficult time understanding the topics they are writing about, so they use 
nonfiction text features to help make their information more clear. This can include 
things like headings, pictures, diagrams, etc. The teacher will then illustrate this point 
by distributing a different version of the passage, this time with text features included. Allow time for the students to 
reread the passage, taking notes on how the new elements help their understanding of the text. 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RmLWZH0DbgmRXDa4RI2EJzr87LprKHIylO2eTcWwfWs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12SEM75ljaU8U15ooS5s7EPvlEoOlJgFCNT-tW3Bd_jM/edit?usp=sharing
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After students have had a chance to look at the new version of the text, the teacher will lead another discussion around 
the following questions: 

●​ What new features are included in this version of the text? 
●​ How did the new features improve your understanding? 

 
As the conversation concludes, explain to students that we will now explore the different text features that they will be 
encountering in their book club novels and thinking about how they will help us understand what we are about to read. 
 
Making Meaning: 
Next, the teacher will distribute the Nonfiction Text Features TIP Chart to 
students and explain that they will now work together in their book club groups 
to define some key terms we will be using throughout the unit and see which 
nonfiction text features are present in the text they have selected to read. 
Students can use these slides to complete their TIP charts and then use their 
book club selection to find examples of each feature in their own text. 
Underneath the chart, there is a section for students to select three text 
features they notice in their book and describe how they will help the reader. 
Students can save this chart to use as a reference throughout the unit. 
 
Investigation: 

 

Students will now move into their nonfiction book clubs. 
 
During the course of this phase of the learning, students should maintain a reader’s notebook where they are discussing 
ideas about each of the primary instructional areas, pulling quotes and parts of the text as evidence to support their 
thinking about the central idea, supporting details, and nonfiction text features. Sticky notes should also summarize the 
different parts of the plot that are revealed. The student’s reader’s notebook will be the primary source for their learning 
about the mini-lesson topics. 
 
Mini-Lessons will focus on: 

●​ Generating questions for discussion 
●​ Identifying the central idea and key details of a text 
●​ Analyzing nonfiction structure and text features 
●​ Research skills 
●​ Plagiarism 

 

During book club reading, the teacher should engage with three main tasks: 

1.​ Joining book clubs briefly for the purpose of listening to conversation, asking questions, and assessing the needs 

of students as readers.  

2.​ Conduct reading conferences with students for the purpose of understanding where they are as readers and 

delivering instruction in reading strategies to strengthen their skills.  

3.​ Conducting reading journal conferences with students to review their journals, the evidence they pull out, and 

their thoughts and ideas about the reading for the purpose of assessing their ability to critically think and analyze 

while reading.  

 

Please refer to this guide so that conferences and meetings with students are conducted in a uniform way across 

classrooms and schools for an assured experience for students and teachers.  

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1u6tDFEjvCK45QZfUXogmh0vfQdL3pwseL9u41CuB8PE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1mR32RKBLamVwb3faB6u32FvvfYa0dVAdd7SInVx2ACQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ow-6OTOKz9doatyhteBpV23vzZnrfk5lCaFPTDWgC3Y/edit?usp=sharing
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Create and Produce:  

After reading their book club texts, students will select one topic from their reading to research further. They will then 

seek out multiple, reliable sources to learn more about their topic and create an infographic using their findings. 

Students can use Canva, Google Slides, or draw out their infographic on paper. They can design their infographic any way 

they choose, but all final products should include: 

●​ Information from multiple sources 

●​ Proper citations 

●​ Evidence of thoughtful organization 

●​ Purposeful design and color choices 

 

After creating their infographics, students will write a short reflection about how their research uncovered new details 

and enhanced their understanding of the content in their book. 

 

Teachers can use these slides  and notetaking guide to help guide students through the creation process and this rubric 

for grading. 

 

Communicate and Present: 

After students have completed their infographic, they will link their work to a class Padlet. Students will access the Padlet 

to explore each other’s infographics and leave feedback about what they learned or what they enjoyed while viewing the 

work. Teachers can also ask for volunteers to present their work on the board to the class. 

 

Reflection: 

Students will answer the following questions in their notebooks: 

●​ How does reading nonfiction deepen your understanding of a topic? 

●​ What are some key strategies nonfiction writers use to help readers understand their information? 

●​ Why is it important to seek out multiple sources when researching a topic? 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Dglu22ocXNVOuTGeifz7t-6xkai8wOZaTVZOgSUp0Iw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZS3XcRrhB_SiQwjfuRwdBBaogN5Ou-1rAx8N0XmlP4E/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SJdi5HUGU1jNw55UxHyZ5XNzNbPWVx9z-6XKvRx7sKI/edit?usp=sharing
https://naugatuck.padlet.org/

