
New Care
Coordinator

Dear Walnut Hills Families,

My name is Jake Epel, and I’m honored to serve as the new CARE Coordinator at Walnut Hills Elementary. In this role, my mission is to ensure 

every child feels safe, supported, and valued every day. At the core of my work is building strong, trusting relationships with students—

because every child deserves to know they have someone in their corner.

This year, I’ll be supporting our students through restorative conversations, helping them reflect and grow from challenges, and celebrating 

their successes through programs like Cougar Paw Shout Outs and the 3C Awards. I believe that when we partner—families, teachers, and our 

incredible mental health team—we can meet every student’s social, emotional, and academic needs.

Whether I’m leading classroom circles, checking in one-on-one, or celebrating acts of kindness, my focus is always on fostering a positive and 

inclusive school culture where students feel a sense of belonging.

A little about me: I’m a proud Cherry Creek Schools graduate—I attended Belleview, Campus, and Cherry Creek High School. Many of the 

caring educators I met along the way helped shape my values and inspired me to enter the field of education. I earned my degree in 

education from Oregon State University (Go Beavs!) and began my career as a 5th grade teacher in Arizona, where I spent eight years in the 

classroom.

During the pandemic, I shifted to online teaching and quickly realized that while students were still learning reading and math, they were 

missing something deeper—the ability to express and manage their emotions. That experience led me back to school for a master’s degree in 

school counseling. Over the past four years as a school counselor, I’ve made it my mission to be a friendly and supportive ear for students, 

families, and staff alike.

With over a decade of experience in education, I bring a deep belief in the potential of every student—not just to learn, but to thrive. I’m so 

excited to join the Walnut Hills community and look forward to getting to know you and your children.

Here’s to a wonderful year ahead!

Warmly,

 Jake Epel

 CARE Coordinator

 Walnut Hills Elementary

jepel@cherrycreekschools.org

720-554-3808


