OAKDALE JT. UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

11
TO: Larry Mendonca, Superintendent Regular Meeting
SUBJECT: QOJUSD - Cell Phone Policy Date: September 8, 2025

BACKGROUND

The use of cell phones in schools has become a significant topic of discussion among educators, parents
and students. As mobile devices have become more prevalent, schools have been faced with balancing
the use of technology and need to maintain a focused and safe learning environment. On September 23,
2024, the California Governor approved Assembly Bill 3216, also called the Phone-Free Schools Act,
establishing new regulations around student cell phone use in schools.

ANALYSIS

Regularly reviewing our current policy and conduct codes is essential for maintaining effective practices at
our sites. The California state law, Education Code 48901.7 gives school districts the authority to limit or
prohibit student smartphone use By July 1, 2026, school districts must have a policy in place that
restricts or prohibits the use of cell phones on campus. This policy must be updated every five years.

RECOMMENDATION:

No action is needed at this time.

Prepared by: Approved for Submission
%L&_ 4 ‘7@&{/&/ » %
Catherine Medlin arry Mendonca

Director of Child Welfare and Attendance Superintendent
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Parents/Guardians — We
need your help!

To support our school’s cell phone policy
and help students stay focused, please:
Understand the district policies:
Review our cell phone guidelines and
discuss them with your child.
Communicate expectations: Talk with
your child about appropriate phone use
during school hours.

Call or text only before or after school:
Please avoid contacting your child during
the school day.

Support school consequences: Back up
our efforts if your child does not follow
the rules.

Remind students about office phones:
Let your child know they can always
contact you through the school office if
needed.






2023-2024 = 500
2024-2025 = 468

Year  [totar o [toth  Jum  [i2h  [Male [Female |
390 228 85 39 38 204 186

474 160 253 26 35 272 202
2223 354 1 168 164 21 221 133

325 119 206 205 118




Next Steps:

Implementation Deadline:
Policies must be in place and enforced by July 1, 2026

Communication:
LEA’s are required to clearly share these policies and seek input from students, parents, and  staff (this
could be through a committee or through surveys).

Review and Update:
Districts must regularly review and update their policies to ensure effectiveness and compliance every
five years.

Purpose:
The goal of this law is to address the negative impacts of excessive phone use, including increased
anxiety, and depression. Helping to create more focused and safe educational spaces.
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